

TRUTH IS CONSTANT
It gives me a great pleasure to welcome all of you to the University of Ilorin on this occasion of the very First Biennial Conference of Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies (CPSS) of this great university. I am particularly enthralled by the quality of papers slated for presentation some of which the Director of CPSS have discussed with me in terms of their quality. It is an indication of the kind of support that the Centre enjoys from all of you. I thank you very much and call for greater support for the modest efforts that the University of Ilorin is making and will continue to make towards expanding the frontiers of knowledge in the field of Peace and Strategic Studies in Africa.
As the University is fast becoming a Mecca for academic discourses and intellectual engagements, we feel justifiably pleased that we are advancing the essence of our mandate and we hope to sustain this tradition by being committed to being better by far always. Once again, I welcome you and appreciate your coming to enrich our academic tradition. 

Let me seize this opportunity to flaunt our rank in July 2009 world-wide ranking of universities to underscore our modest achievements. We aim high, we are on the move and the target is at sight. 

4 International Colleges and Universities (4ICU) 2009 ranking: Top 100 in Africa:
The under-listed six universities in Nigeria made the top hundred universities in Africa.
	S/No
	Universities
	Africa
	World

	1
	University of Ilorin
	32nd 
	1,763

	2
	University of Port Harcourt 
	76th 
	3,504

	3
	Lagos State University
	86th 
	4,193

	4
	Obafemi Awolowo University
	87th 
	4,293

	5
	University of Agriculture, Abeokuta
	96th 
	4,501

	6
	Ahmadu Bello University 
	99th 
	4,556


The highly celebrated Ranking Web of World Universities (Webometric) which is published twice a year, January and July has revealed that we are truly on the move. The just released July ranking shows that five Nigerian universities are now in the league of top 100 universities in Africa as opposed to two in 2008.
Ranking Web of World Universities (Webometric) – July 2009: Top 100 African Universities 
	S/No.
	Universities
	Nigeria
	Africa
	World

	1
	University of Benin
	1st
	61st
	6,602

	2
	University of Ilorin
	2nd 
	77th 
	7,902

	3
	Obafemi Awolowo University
	3rd
	78th 
	7,942

	4
	University of Ibadan
	4th
	81st 
	8,034

	5
	University of Lagos
	5th
	95th 
	8,871


In a couple of weeks, the University will also be signing an MOU with the West African Civil Society Institute (WACSI) based in Accra, Ghana, on capability-building for governmental and non-governmental organizations in the West African sub-region. We have an on-going discussion with a federal agency on the training of Extension Officers on the management of agro-pastoralist conflicts all over Nigeria.
Distingished ladies and gentlemen, the subject of peace on account of which you are in the State of Harmony for this conference is paramount. This is because without it, there is no wherewithall. Without peace, our efforts are in vain and our aspirations are void. We are gathered in this auditorium because there is peace. Each of us left his/her  home to be here today because we have some peace. May peace continue to be with us; may peace continue to reign in our lives.

When I prayed that peace continue to reign in our lives, part of the entailment is that we have peace. But you will agree with me that there has never been a time that humanity needs peace more than now. Anywhere you turn your eyes to, crises and conflicts seem unrelenting in ravaging the world. When you start from some parts of China to Afghanistan, and you make a stop in Pakistan before you proceed to Iraq, you will see the yawning need for peace and the desideratum of studying, embracing and living it. 
When you cross the Red Sea and leave those areas, you come to Africa, where Somalia appears as a scar on our collective conscience and the neighbouring Sudan, where violence has reduced the quality of life of humans to that of animals and even below, you wonder when our world would have the peace it deserves. In many parts of West Africa, medium and high conflicts rage with arrogant glee and by the time you berth in Nigeria, you are confronted with the Niger Delta debacle. As we sit here, the living are still counting the missing and the dead in the unfortunate incident of the Boko Haram that gave this country additional negative publicity in the bad news-seeking global media since two weeks ago. 
From the beginning of the latest violence last July 26, 2009 to the killing of the leader of the misguided group and others last Thursday, the culture of peacelessness appeared to have been let loose like a loaded cannon. While those who precipitated the crises appeared hell-bent to embark on mindless bloodletting and suicide mission, those who should keep peace and restore order, according to media reports, in overzealous hyperactivity and trigger-happiness, engaged in summary executions and extra-judicial killings. The whole scenario boils down to the fact that peace processes are yet to be understood. I call on the Federal Government to act fast and strategically in order to stem the rise in undeserved sympathy being unwittingly generated from the cult.  
For those who seem not to feel the impact of the crises ravaging the world locally and internationally, they would surely feel the pangs of the economic meltdown, about which a lot of ink has been spilled. However, to think that our world is suffering from economic meltdown only amounts to over-simplification. A discerning mind of world affairs knows that the meltdown is total.
There is the political meltdown in electoral fraud and over-heated polity; there is the moral meltdown in the unprecendented level of collective descent into the abyss of moral decadence. There is the social meltdown in the armed robbery, corruption, insecurity and high rate of unemployment. There is the educational meltdown in the dwindling fortunes of education, the perrenial strike of those whose duty is to mould the future of the young and the army of unemployable and unemployed graduates. 
Besides, there is a cultural meltdown in the erosion of our traditional customs and values by the marauding ‘modernity’ that strips the young and the old alike of such values as honesty, integrity, humility, truthfulness, good neighbourliness, communalism, kindness, respect, hardwork and self-discipline. There is a religious meltdown as one sees the hyprocrisy of the so-called religious and the rise of unschooled ignoramus parading themselves as leaders and committing heart-rending atrocities, preaching hatred and engaging in self-immolation and self-descruct as already illustrated. The meltdown is not only economic; the meltdown is total! The pertinent questions to ask at this junction are:why is peace eluding us? Why is everything of value melting down?
Our Creator has addressed the heart of the matter and His truth is constant. In the Qu’ran, (Chapter 30 verse 41) Allah says “fasaad (a generic term for evil, corruption, crime, meltdown and everything contrary to what is good and desirable) has appeared on land and sea because of what the hands of men have earned (by oppression and evil deeds), that He may make them taste a part of that which they have done, in order that they may return (by repenting to Allah, and begging His pardon)”. In other words, the crises and conflicts, the meldowns and hiccups that assail us are as a result of our collective misbehaviour and individual misdemeanor. The truth of Allah’s words is constant, and it is very important, that if we do not desist, the situation will persist.

To achieve the peace we need, we must curb our greed. To attain the peace we aspire, we must be ready to sacrifice our selfish desire. To make this world an abode of bliss, we must all work to promote peace. Peace cannot reign where there are injustices and truth cannot thrive where there are vices. It has been said that you can never solve  a problem with the same kind of thinking that created the problem in the first instance. We can never get it right if we think we are independent of God in our scheme of things or we use the name of God to commit atrocities. The truth is that the root of all fasaad is Godlessness/ faithlessness in whatever guise and the truth is constant that Godlessness results in peacelessness. The truth is constant that without God, the Absolute Truth, we cannot attain peace.
Once again, I thank all of you for attending this conference. Let me seize this opportunity to specially thank Professor Albert for delivering on his promise to take CPSS to the point of this conference within the first year of establishing the Ilorin Peace Studies Programme. This adds to the credibility of the University as a leader in the field of Peace and Conflict Studies in Africa. I take special note of the fact that the beginning of anything is not as important as the ability to sustain it. May the Almighty Allah help us as we all commit ourselves anew to making ourselves agents of peace! On this note, I hereby wish to declare this conference open believing that it would serve the true course of humanity. May God’s peace be upon all the people of peace!
Thank you and I wish you happy and peaceful conference proceedings. 
TRUTH IS CONSTANT
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