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SAVE THE SITUATION
Welcome 

It is my singular honour to welcome you all to this important occasion. I especially welcome and appreciate our amiable Governor of Rivers State, His Excellency, Rt. Honourable Chibuike Rotimi Amechi, for honouring the University by accepting the invitation to deliver this lecture. I have a strong conviction that His Excellency is rightly positioned in all ramifications to open our eyes, deepen our thoughts and direct our actions in addressing one of the most volatile socio-political issues beleaguering our dear nation, the Niger Delta question. Once again, I welcome you to our University.

The Right Choice  

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, you would agree with me that Niger Delta has different connotations to different people. To some, it is mainly political while to others, it is an economic issue. Some other people construe Niger Delta to be a social phenomenon while there are those who rightly view it from ecological and environmental perspective. The reality of the matter is analogous to the story of the four blind men describing an elephant based on the parts of its body they touched. Their descriptions would be partly right without giving the true picture while it would take a sighted person to harmonise their descriptions and give a correct description. 
The choice of the Governor of the treasure base of the nation is just so perfect. While the Niger Delta has generated passionate interests and heated arguments, including from those who pontificate on what they know nothing concrete about, it is self-evident that our Guest Lecturer is most suitable to enlighten us since he is as profoundly familiar with the issue as an Eskimo is familiar with ice. As a matter of fact, Governor Amaechi, based on his keen insights, has added more profundity to the discourse of managing the crises in Rivers State and has directly and indirectly called our attention to new ways of dealing with the issues of Niger Delta since his assumption of office in 2007.
The Need For Peace
We are living in an era of human history wherein making peace is crucial to our collective survival. It is for this reason that the idea to establish the Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies was conceived shortly before my assumption of office, given the dearth of professional peace workers in the country. On my assumption of office as the Vice Chancellor, I asked for the technical support of the Society for Peace Studies and Practice (SPSP) and this was how the foundation Director of the Centre, Dr. Isaac Olawale Albert, who is a Board Member/Fellow of the Society and the initiator of the Peace Studies Programme at the University of Ibadan, was invited to lend us a helping hand in achieving our objectives for the Centre, which are:
1. To train manpower in the field of peace and development studies. 

2. To make the University of Ilorin a global centre of excellence for peace and development studies.

3. To provide students with practical skills on peacemaking, peace building and preventive diplomacy.

4. To contribute to security and environmental sector management.

5. To make the University of Ilorin become a centre of excellence in peace research and documentation.

The achievements we have recorded so far show that the University of Ilorin is not just one of the universities offering Peace Studies in Africa, we are in fact one of the leaders in the field. In scholarship today, the age of an institution is no longer as important as how much it can leap and jump. We are really jumping. I appreciate the commitment of Dr. Albert who leads this interesting project.  The University appreciates his efforts.
The Town And The Gown

Universities all over the world are now engaged in self-evaluation and appraisal. The question is how much impact do Universities make in directing the pattern of discourse and providing solutions to emergent problems.   The conception of the University as an ivory tower, detached from the public,  that only pours knowledge down from the top has been challenged as outdated. A more dynamic approach that sees the University as a platform for the beneficial engagements of the town and the gown, through which the system is able to get a feedback, validate its training  and the two are able to learn from each other to further research and development, is seen as current. At the University of Ilorin, it is our conviction that the gown has a lot to learn from the town just as the town also has so much to learn from the gown. Bridging the gap and building the trust between the components is a sure way of achieving sustainable development and advancing the mandate of Universities.

It is based on this premise that political leaders, economic masters, social commentators and cultural activists, among other groups that shape the society,  should be constantly engaged by the University system for the benefits of its members, who are unavoidably influenced or affected by the town. It is our plan that just as we have done within the last one year, during which renowned scholars and great leaders alike have been invited to cross-fertilize ideas with us in the enduring task of deepening academic-intellectual and socio-political discourse. It is our determination that the University of Ilorin will continue to guide the public in the right direction through the right resource people.

From Oil Boom To Oil Doom

The story of the Niger Delta Crisis, the Phases in the Manifestation and Management of which His Excellency, Rt. Honourable Rotimi Amaechi, is discussing with us, basically dates back to 1957. Prior to that time at which oil was discovered in commercial quantity in Oloibiri, located in the present Bayelsa State, Nigeria depended mainly on agriculture for her foreign earnings and local consumption. The oil boom that the discovery engendered would first lead to the dislocation of the economic sector such that a decade after, oil had effectively replaced our cocoa (from the Western Region) ground nuts (from the Northern Region) and palm oil products (in the Eastern Region) as the backbone and soul of the national economy. Even though Nigeria has earned over $400 billion as oil revenue since early 1970’s, the prices of goods and services have been skyrocketing since then with food insecurity threatening our existence and socio-political unrest undermining the quality of lives of a vast majority of people such that the oil boom to many has become nothing more than oil doom.

The oil-rich Niger Delta area, comprising seven states (Akwa-Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross Rivers, Edo, Delta, Rivers and Ondo), sitting on over 70,000 square kilometres, covering the greater part of the South-South geo-political zone, is the largest wetland in Africa. Yet, it appears to be the most deprived and the most volatile part of the Giant of Africa. The activities going on in the Niger Delta have made former President Sheu Shagari opine, not too long ago, that it is the biggest problem of the country. In a BBC news report of Wednesday May 30, 2007, President Shagari said that “the biggest problem Nigeria faces today, in my humble opinion, is the problem with the militants in the Niger Delta area”.  Not a few Nigerians will agree with him.

Coughing and Catching Cold

It is stating the obvious that when the Niger Delta coughs, the whole nation catches cold. Since 1966 that Isaac Adaka Boro led his campaign against perceived injustices to the area with his Delta Volunteer Service (DVC), other groups have emerged on the scene, heightening at various time the national temperature. Groups like the  Movement for the Emancipation of the Ogoni People (MOSOP), Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), the Delta Peoples Volunteer Force (NDPVF), the Joint Revolutionary Council (JRC), Movement for the Survival of the Ijaw Ethnic Nationality (MOSEIN), among others, have often engaged the nation in combat, with crises portending cataclysmic consequences for human life and property, governance and polity. 

In other words, the lingering crisis, which has been costing the country an annual loss of  $4.4 billion, according to analysts, has brought about economic, social, political and ecological disasters for the country. These disasters have manifested in real and perceived poverty and deprivation of people’s means of livelihood, environmental damage, oil spillage and gas flaring, pipeline explosions, lack of development, unemployment, distortion and destabilisation of socio-economic lifestyle of the people, human rights violations, corruption and graft, cultism and brigandage, divide and rule tactics as well as brazen-faced greed, violent militancy, mindless kidnappings and economic sabotage. There must be a way out and we must save the situation.
Today’s Lecture
The Lecture to be delivered by His Excellency within the next few minutes is the second in the series of the Distinguished Personality Lectures that we have lined up for inaugurating Peace Studies on this campus. The Lectures are to be delivered by three prominent Nigerians in the first instance. The first was delivered by the Chief Servant of Niger State, Dr. Mu’azu Babangida Aliyu (OON, fspsp, Talban Minna), who the University appreciates for his brilliant lecture in December 2008 and for his commitment to the University. The third lecture will soon be delivered by a Security Chief.  At the end of this series of lectures, we would have touched the three main fields of specialization on our Peace and Strategic Studies Programme in the University viz: Governance and Peace (addressed by the Chief Servant of Niger State), Environmental Peace (to be addressed now by His Excellency, the Governor of Rivers State) and Security Studies ( to be addressed by a Security Chief).
Let me use this opportunity to congratulate His Excellency, Governor Rotimi Amaechi of Rivers State, on the work of the Justice Kayode Eso Commission. No matter what people say about it, the fact remains that the initiative is historical, a model for other states of the federation. I want to appeal to the Governor to kindly avail the University of Ilorin a copy of the Commission’s report and the Government white paper for archiving.  We intend to acquire and safekeep such documents across the country most especially for research purposes. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have a lecturer for this occasion. It is not my goal to take over his job from him. I would therefore end my address at this point and invite Dr. Isaac Olawale Albert, the Director of our Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies, to introduce the Guest Lecturer to us. 

Thank you very much for coming; thank you very much your attention.
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