	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	





BE THE BEST YOU CAN
This programme is another joyous moment for me and it is my pleasure to welcome you to it. As I know this is a special day in your lives and as such, I say congratulations to you all. Our hope as management is that you will justify the trust and the thrust of being counted among those who are students of the University of Ilorin in the days ahead. I wish you good luck attained by hard work and an eventful sojourn at the University.

Today marks an important point in the journey of your life. Being students of the University of Ilorin is an opportunity. But as every opportunity has its corresponding responsibility, you owe yourselves a duty of doing your best. Being admitted to the University is not an end in itself but is rather a means to an end. While it is good to rejoice on this occasion, it is better to reflect on how to consolidate on what has taken you this far so that what lies beyond it will be better and you will graduate with honour.

Let me begin with the need to always be mindful of your primary assignment. Each of us has a primary assignment in this world and each of you has a primary assignment in this University. Our primary assignment in this world is to worship God and we cannot truly worship Him without serving humanity. This is fundamental. Your primary assignment in this University is to learn and you cannot learn without attending your lectures, doing your assignments and obeying the rules and regulations guiding your studentship. These two main assignments, the primal and the immediate, will determine your ultimate success. You can be the best you can in life if you take the assignments with seriousness and meticulousness, without one conflicting with the other.

My dear students, life is in stages and this is a critical stage of your life. The average of four years you are spending in the University is very short but it is this short period that will make or mar you. You have to think twice and open your eyes wide lest you stumble and fall. Since my days as a student in this University, people had been complaining there were no jobs but I told myself mine would be different if I fulfilled my own part of the bargain by working hard and making a good grade. People still complain till today and the complaints will still be made tomorrow. Yet, by making a good use of your University days and graduating with a good degree, you will realise that opportunities will be competing and you will be making your choices. Be the best you can by being on top of your class and you will realise that opportunities abound for the hardworking and the diligent. What is worth having at all is worth working for; if you desire a good result, you need to work for it, beginning from now.
So, if you face your studies squarely, such opportunities will come your way right from here. This is because as a way of motivating you to excel, we re-introduced the University scholars scheme two years ago. When you are the best in your class with an appreciable grade point, you are pronounced a University Scholar and you attend the University free of charge. You enjoy free accommodation and special status among your colleagues. You become respected and you confer honour and pride on your parents. When you graduate, you have an added advantage because the world is looking for the best. Be the best you can. You must resolve that now because making a first class or an upper second is not deferred to the second or third year. As I told your predecessors last year, you have to start where you stand and dare to excel.

Moreover, if success is your goal as it should be, you have to make use of the most valuable resource at your disposal: time. The more you are able to control your time, the more you are able to control your life. Use your time judiciously and know that procrastination is greatest assassin of opportunity. Do not assassinate the opportunities lying ahead of you by wasting your time on trivia and trifles. Do not murder your future by wasting your limited time in the University on frivolities and trivialities. When you ‘kill’ time as people say by wasting it away, you commit murder. Do not be a murderer! Let your every minute count for you so that you will be among those to be counted when the counting comes.
The last point I want to make in this brief address is that you should not worry; just do your best. Research, as reported in Inner Realm, has found that only 8 percent of worries are about real problems and 92 percent of our worries are futile, vain and wasted.  The breakdown of the 92 percent of needless worries people engage in is as follows: 40 percent of worries relate to things that never occur; 30 percent to things we cannot change; 12 per cent to health (while we are still healthy) and 10 percent relate to petty concerns, all making 92. If worry cannot give you anything in return, why waste your time and burn your health with it? Seek for the best but be happy with what you have. If the desirable is not available, you have to make the available desirable.
In essence, whatever course you offer or you are offered, do your best and be the best you can in it and the world will bow for you. A mediocre doctor is worse than a plain laundryman. A good cleaner is more beneficial to humanity than a bungling engineer. A responsible driver is more useful than an inept lawyer. Yet, none of you is here to learn how to be a laundryman, cleaner or driver. If you are the best in the course you offer, you are more distinguished than being the worst in the course of your choice. Think of it, a teacher from Ogun State just met the Queen of England because she is said to be the best teacher in Africa. She is now a celebrity based on her excellence but many of those who thought they are in better professions than she is may never set foot on London not to talk of meeting the Queen. The point I am making is that if you can be the best you can wherever you find yourself now or later, the very best will come your way. Do your best; leave the rest. Do not worry; be happy always. Even if you are not happy, pretend to be so that your enemy won’t be happy at your expense.

Finally, I welcome you to the University of Ilorin, the centre of excellence. You should be proud that you have the fortune of attending the University declared the best University in Nigeria or the second best, depending on either of the two international ranking bodies (4icu and webometric rankings) you choose. You are indeed privileged and it behoves you to take a good advantage of the opportunity you have. 
Read well, behave well, think well and it shall be all well with you.

Thank you and best wishes.
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