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Welcome to Royal Lecture

I welcome you all distinguished guests, graduands, parents and guardians to this life-defining occasion today, which I am sure that many of you, especially the graduands, will continue to remember with relish. It is with joy and happiness that I congratulate the graduands and the guests who have come to honour our medical graduands and felicitate with them. I also congratulate our College of  Health Sciences under the leadership of  Prof. Bababode J. Bojuwoye for bringing the best out of these distinguished young men and women. As today marks a new beginning in your lives, it is our prayer that the new begining of  becoming medical doctors will sail through  a rewarding and fulfilling career.  
I want to specially welcome our Guest Lecturer, HRM Oba (Dr.) Victor A. A. Kiladejo, the Osemawe of Ondo Kingdom. The University community is honoured to have you in our midst. It is not often that we have an eminent personality of  your ilk, who combines royalty with professonalism.  I believe strongly that your lecture will be impactful not only on the graduands but also on our entire University community. I want to thank your Royal Majesty for accepting to share your  experience with us and we wish to convey our high regards to the Council and entire members of the great Ondo Kingdom. I cannot but agree that a royal father-doctor must have a Different Perspective to the subject of Quality in Health Care.
Kudos to College, Thanks to God   
I should appreciate the College of  Health Sciences for always being a leading star, illuminating the way for the University and doing the University proud. The choice of the Guest Lecturer is very important to me because just two days ago, in my  speech when the Governor of Rivers State, Rt. Honourable Rotimi Amaechi came here, I emphasised the need for engagement between the town and the gown, noting that we have so much to learn from each other. I also described the concept of the ivory tower, and its implied arrogance as outdated as a current approach to University education is  the functional model that advocates cultivating knowledge from wherever it is, in the gown or in the town. In other words, I advocated, as I have always done, constantly engaging our leaders and resource persons in town so that the University may be able to tap from their wealth of experience. That the call has been heeded soon by the College, by accident or design, is noteworthy. 
You will also agree with me that today is a day of giving thanks. This is because it is not everyone that starts a medical programme that completes it. A number of factors would have naturally shrunk the number of those of you graduands that were admitted into the programme some six sessions ago, as you can all attest to. That you are fortunate start and to complete the race is a feat that many of us believe is the grace of God. That you are alive to witness today is not by your power but by His. On your behalf and all of us, I say Alhamdu lillah rabbil ‘aalamiin (Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds).
No Health, No Life

Medicine is a noble profession because it deals with life and there is nothing as important as human life.  The significance of this profession is emphasised in the Qur’an where we learn that “if anyone killed a person, not in retaliation of murder...it would be as if he killed all mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of all of mankind.” (Q. Al-Maidah, 5: 32) . It is based on this premise that health providers are valued and respected and it is because health is wealth. Development in all its forms is only possible when there is health.  This is why at least, three of the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) fall within the spectrum of health.

Ladies and gentlemen, when we say that health is wealth, the meaning is not literal. In the same vein, being a product of Health Sciences does not make medical doctors and health providers rich. I am sure you know that your Provost, despite his professional excellence and academic achievements, is not a rich man, but he is a wealthy man in ideas, in service, in saving lives.  If your intention for reading medicine is to become a very wealthy person in the material sense of it, then you have misfired. But if your goal is to serve humanity, give hope to the hopeless, put smiles on the faces of the despondent, save human life and forestal preventable death, then you are on track, the right track. A medical career is bolstered by service, sacrifice and selflessness. Your duty is to serve regardless of sentiments; your call is to sacrifice sleep, comfort and leisure to protect life. Your job is to be selfless such that under no circumstance will monetary consideration overule your keen sense of professional judgement. This is essential and I always want to reiterate this point because I am in a position to know that an  average University graduand thinks grand: now I have got the ticket to make it big!
Great University, Great Graduands

As products of the University of Ilorin, the larger society expects a lot from you. The University is renowned for its excellence and ours is one of the best medical schools anyone can ever be fortunate to attend. How fortunate you are!  Our medical/ health sciences programme was rated third best some five years ago in the country by the National Universities Commission, after the Universities of Ibadan and Lagos, established many years before ours, though we are sure we have overtaken the two. The next ranking will reveal the truth – that we are now the best. You have top-rated lecturers who have distiguished themselves in their calling and are respected worldwide by their professional colleagues.
Over the last 16 months, we have invested several millions of naira in the procurement of medical equipment and upgrade of facilities to still make our well deserved World Health Organisation-designated Centre of Excellence better and more globally competitive. This has positively impacted on you with your performance and is evident in the national medical quiz competitions that you have won and excelled in. We can make it better and I assure you, you have the best of training. My dear graduands, you are just great! We are still prepared to do more and make the College of Health Sciences greater not only because it has been making the University proud but also because health is wealth and without health there is no life, which is God’s most precious gift to a person. 
Candid Advice
I will also advise you to prepare for the challenges of life and your profession. You must acquire Information Technology (IT) and entrepreneurial skills. The University of Ilorin is facilitating both through our Digital Literacy Curriculum and our partnership with Microsoft as well as other IT companies on the one hand and our introduction of entreprenuerial skills as a course for all students on the other. Regardless of disciplines, everyone we believe must possess IT and entreprenuerial skills as part of the planning for the future. Afterall, it was not raining when Noah built his ark.  
I think this is important and as a columnist in the current edition of a Lagos-based weekly, The Spectator (March 20 – 26, 2009), reports in his article, “Doctors as endangered species (2)”, the economic meltdown does not respect the respected profession and medical doctors interviewed “are now so disillusioned by returns from medical practice that they are threatening to dump  their stethoscopes for good and become traders.” (p.12) While we insist that, in itself,  providing health is wealth  because no one is as rich as he that enriches life, making it worth living, it as well goes to prove that all skills necessary need to be acquired, be they leadership, enterprenieural, IT, etc. One point you should note is that graduating from the University with MB;BS is not the end of education; rather it is the beginning of further higher learning and self-development, a life-long process.

As I told your predecessors that also graduated this month last year, it is crucial that you do not forget your alma mater, the University of Ilorin.  The University needs you and you should register with the University of Ilorin Alumni Association so that you can also be contributing your own quota to the greatness of the University. Great universities all over the world, from Harvard to Cambridge, are great with the support and commitment of their alumni. You too can make a difference and we ask you to join us after your graduation to still move the system forward. To make the University of Ilorin great, you will all agree, is a task that must be done – by you and me.

Thank you very much and I wish you a successful career. Thank you for your attention. 
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