ABOUT THE COLLABORATION OF EDUCATION FACULTIES IN WEST AFRICA (CEFWA)
Courtesies
The Collaboration of Education Faculties in West Africa (CEFWA) is a forum for innovative and collaborative approaches to addressing educational issues and problems through organisation of seminars, conferences, workshops, teacher education and development programmes, staff and students exchanges, promotion of joint research projects and promotion of best practices in Education across the world.

The genesis
The idea of the Collaboration of Education Faculties in West Africa (CEFWA) was conceived by the Dean, Faculty of Education, University of Ilorin (Professor D. O. Durosaro) in August 2008.  The Vice-chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Professor Is-haq O. Oloyede, made a visit to the Faculty Board of Education and charged members to ensure that the Faculty operates at the cutting edge of world standard in teacher education and endeavour to internationalise the curriculum.  The Vice-Chancellor went further to invite the Dean of Education to accompany him to a Strategic Dialogue styled Prime Ministers Initiative 2, organized by the British Council at Abuja in October 2008.  The objective of the Dialogue was to foster a strategic collaboration between U.K. and Nigerian universities at policy and institutional levels in the areas of joint priorities.  The Collaboration of Education Faculties in West Africa (CEFWA) was conceived in response to some of the resolutions at the Prime Ministers Initiative 2 Dialogue.

Also, a major concern world-wide today is whether our Higher Education is developing the right kind of workforce to meet the challenges of the 21st century.  Obviously, in Nigeria, there is the need for a strategic repositioning of our universities in the areas of how the universities are  led and managed, how links are made with business and industries and how universities focus on quality and delivery for marketability and employability of graduates. There are crucial implications of these concerns for curriculum designs, student support, faculties working in partnership to share best practices and experiences, broadening student’s horizons through exchange programmes, offering more flexible learning routes through part-time, full-time, e-learning and work-based programmes, embedding more of employability skills in the curriculum and sharing best practices.  No doubt, in finding solutions to some of these problems, two heads are better than one hence the need for collaboration.  This collaboration started with two universities – university of Lagos and University of Ilorin.  But the collaboration got expanded and we have five universities involved.  These are Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lappai, Osun State University, Osogbo, University of Cape Coast, Ghana, University of Lagos and University of Ilorin.

The Vision
The vision of the Collaboration of Education Faculties in West Africa (CEFWA) is to be a strong and reliable think-tank that leverages the collective intelligence of  forward-thinking educators, literacy leaders, technology developers and authors of this new age in West Africa.  Hence, the membership of the collaboration is open to all universities and faculties of Education in West Africa who are able and willing to collaborate.
WELCOME
Although my Vice-chancellor and Chief Host of this Conference will give his grand welcome address, I believe I should not end this short presentation without saying welcome to our guests.  On behalf of the entire staff and students of the Faculty of Education, I welcome you all to this gathering and I wish you a happy deliberations.  Please permit me to also appreciate everybody who have contributed in one way or another to the preparation for this Conference.  May God bless you.  Finally, I wish to crave your indulgence that we all rise to observe one minute silence in honour of late Professor Mrs Temi Busari, Dean, Faculty of Education, University of Lagos, who rested in the Lord on Friday 5th February, 2010.  May her gentle soul rest in perfect peace.  Amen.  Professor Temi Busari was an astute academic manager, a very brilliant scholar, a Nigerian patriot of infectious appeal and a very reliable asset and partner in the planning of this collaboration.

Thank you.

Professor David Olufemi Durosaro

Dean, Faculty of Education,

University of Ilorin, Ilorin.

A Special Goodwill Message Delivered by Prof. ‘Dibu Ojerinde The Registrar/Chief Executive, Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB) at the 1st International Conference organized by the Collaboration of Education Faculties in West Africa (CEFWA) at the University of Ilorin, Nigeria on Tuesday, February 9, 2010
1.0  Introduction
It is indeed my pleasure to deliver this special goodwill message at the opening ceremony of the 1st International Conference jointly organized and sponsored by the Collaboration of Education Faculties in West Africa (CEFWA).  The theme of the conference – Higher Education and Globalization aptly captures the synergy between education and globalization in view of the opportunities they offer.

2.0 Value of Education
Ladies and Gentlemen, we all know that education is without doubt, the propeller of national development and the most viable instrument for social, economic and mental changes.  It seeks to uplift the living standards of individuals by equipping them with requisite knowledge, skills, values and attitudes which are crucial for civic order and citizenship, sustainable economic growth, poverty reduction, etc.  Higher education which is an off-shoot of education seeks to among other things contribute to national development through high level relevant manpower training, develop and inculcate proper values for the survival of the individual and society; develop the intellectual capability of individuals to understand and appreciate their local and external environments, etc.

Institutions of higher learning are considered as sine-qua-non of nation building. Without higher education or some semblance of education in Africa, especially in the colonial (pre-independence) era, the emergence of leaders of thought and action like the late Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, Wangari Maathai of Kenya, Leopold Sedar Senghor of Senegal, Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo and Abubakar Tafawa of Nigeria, Nelson Mandela and Nadine Godimer both of South Africa respectively, etc. would not  have been possible.  Higher education and globalization are critical to Africa and should take its rightful place in the commity of nations.
Ladies and gentlemen, to say that education is the best legacy to give a child is to be exact.  Obviously, it is the greatest asset to possess especially in this 21st century of knowledge and globalization because it is an investment which cannot be stolen.  Education blows the pipe and thus dictates the tune of a national development in all ramifications.  The traditional sources of wealth like gold, oil and other merchandise have already given way to thoughts and ideas.  Mr. Bill Gates, one of the richest men on the surface of the earth today, did not get his wealth from oil, gold of diamond but from computer software development. Dr. (Mrs.) Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Director in the World Bank, Professor Wole Soyinka,  a Nobel Laureate, Mr. Philip Emeagweli (the founder of the internet technology) and Professor Bart Nnaji, Professor of Robotics in the United States are examples of Nigerians that have propelled to the heights of their careers through education.

3.0  What is Globalization?
Globalization is embodied in global connectivity.  It is “the interpenetrating and inter-dependency that takes place among people of diverse cultures due to technological innovations.  Barriers such as space, time, national borders and sovereignty are rendered ineffective by globalization.  
Globalization and higher education are two critical issues shaping societies today.  The world is thought of as a global village because modern communication allows fast and efficient contacts even to the remotest part of the world.  It is obvious that personal and societal developments are dependent on the acquisition of knowledge and its application in the world of work.
Ladies and gentlemen, competition, innovative ideas, alternative options, interaction and integration of cultures, politics, business, communication and intellectual elements are some of the realities of globalization.  These have been made possible through higher education.
For African nations to compete favourably with the rest of the world, they must develop and nurture the necessary ingredient which is skilled and globally focused workforce.  The role of higher education and globalization in bringing this to reality cannot be over-emphasized.  Higher institutions of learning are considered the primary suppliers of highly skilled and focused workforce.  We must thus work hard to ensure we produce nothing short of the best in Africa.  African universities, polytechnics and colleges of education, etc. must stand the test of time.  They must be seen to produce strategies for growth and employment, stimulate entrepreneurial mindsets of young people, encourage innovative business start-ups, etc.
I am particularly happy that gathered here today are some of the best academics Africa has produced.  We must therefore not relent in our efforts to make Africa’s higher education globally competitive.  How can we achieve this?  The vision and mission statements of this conference confirms that this is through facilitating and nurturing collaboration in all areas of education among Faculties of Education in the West African Sub-region.  This is with the view to ensuring that African higher education is consistent with international best practices.
Nations like Japan, Germany, United States, China, Korea, the Asian Tigers (Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, etc.) have proven without doubt that a nation’s independence and sovereignty depend on the education of its populace.  These nations have been able to assert their identities in the area of technological and economic accomplishments.  The example of Korea is a classical one today.  In the 1960s, Korea was comparable to the other Asian nations in its level of development, but in the 1990s, it could compete with Japan and leading Western nations with its variety of products.  Other examples of emerging powerful states that invest so much in its human capital development and whose results have become evident are Malaysia, Singapore, etc.  These countries have achieved great success because they invest greatly in education.
4.0  Conclusion
Ladies and gentlemen, globalization which has become a key idea for business theory and practice, entered academic debates and a focus for discussion in education, has been accelerated because the internet and the global system of mobile communication (GSM) now enables you and I to communicate instantaneously with any one on the globe.  Let us at this conference put our heads together to make education in Africa the best in the globe.
On this note, please accept my best wishes for a fruitful and rewarding conference.

Thank you for your attention and God bless.

(Prof. ‘Dibu Ojerinde)
GOODWILL MESSAGE FROM PROFESSOR IBRAHIM ADAMU KOLO, VICE-CHANCELLOR, IBRAHIM BADAMASI BABANGIDA UNIVERSITY, LAPAI, NIGER STATE-NIGERIA TO THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND GLOBALISATION ORGANISED BY COLLABORATION OF EDUCATION FACULTIES OF WEST AFRICA (CEFWA) HOSTED BY UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN, ILORIN – NIGERIA, 8TH – 11TH FEBRUARY, 2010

PROTOCOL
I am delighted to be associated with this Conference that is coming at a time when the need to critically assess the state of higher education in Nigeria vis-à-vis globalization that has effectively reduced the world into a huge village.
I would have loved to be physically present with you at this auspicious Conference but some other very pressing official engagements could not allow me.  I however, believe that I am with you in spirit.
The sub-themes of this Conference are as varied as they touch on all aspects of higher education in Nigeria specifically and the need to make higher education more relevant to the needs of the global community in general.  I have no doubt in my mind that quality and well researched papers will be presented at this Conference.  I therefore wish to implore the organizers to publish the papers that may meet international standards so as to make the proceedings at the Conference available to the wider public.

It is my fervent prayer that Conferences of this nature will be regular events and one day, Insha Allah, my University may have the honour of hosting one.

It is with these few words that I wish all participants at this Conference fruitful deliberations and journey mercies as you go back to your various destinations at the end of the Conference.

Thank you and God bless.

PROFESSOR IBRAHIM ADAMU KOLO, 
VC, IBBUL
GOODWILL MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE 1ST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND GLOBALISATION
On behalf of Council, Senate, Staff and Students of Osun State University, I want to congratulate the Collaboration of Education Faculties in West Africa (CEFWA) for organizing this International Conference on Higher Education and Globalisation at this point in time. 
Without doubt, education is a veritable and vital tool for the emancipation of peoples from the shackles of ignorance, poverty and deprivation as well as a vital propellant in the engine of growth and development.  Higher education is playing a crucial but variable role in the socio-economic and technological development of nations.  At this Conference, it is expected that the issue of relevance of higher education will be a recurrent decimal, especially with respect to West African third world countries.

The crucial role of Higher Education in the production of quality high level human power which is a critical success factor in any nation’s quest for development particularly in the highly competitive milieu foisted upon the world by globalization and the new knowledge-based society cannot be overemphasized.

Osun State University is glad to co-host the Conference with other four Universities in Nigeria.  This is because, at UNIOSUN, it is our vision to make our University a centre of excellence providing high quality teaching and learning experiences which will engender the production of entrepreneurial graduates capable of  impacting positively on their environment while being globally competitive.
Osun State University is therefore happy to be part of this project and we wish the Conference successful deliberations.

Yours sincerely,

Prof. Sola Akinrinade
Vice-Chancellor
A GOODWILL MESSAGE FROM PROF. ADETOKUNBO SOFOLUWE, VICE-CHANCELLOR UNIVERSITY OF  LAGOS TO THE 1ST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY THE COLLABORATION OF EDUCATION FACULTIES IN WEST AFRICA (CEFWA) HELD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN, 8TH – 11TH FEBRUARY, 2010
The Chairman of this occasion, the Vice Chancellors of all the Five collaboratory Faculties of Education of University of University of Ilorin, Cape Coast, Ghana, IBB Niger State, Osun State, Distinguished keynote speaker and lead paper presenters, eminent scholars here present, other dignitaries, distinguished scholars from other Universities, Gentlemen of the press, Ladies and gentlemen.  I adopt the already established protocol to safe time.

I wish to congratulate the University of Ilorin for being the 1st University in Nigeria to host the maiden edition of the International Conference, CEFWA. I am happy that the University of Lagos is one of the major collaborators who had also contributed immensely to the preparation and hosting of the event at the University of Ilorin. 

I have been reliably informed that the whole concept of this collaboration was a brainchild of the University of Ilorin Dean of Education, Prof. Durosaro, and that of the University of Lagos Dean of Education, Late Prof. Temi Busari, because of their concern and commitment to quality of Education in Nigeria in particular and that of Africa in general.  It gladdens my heart that even in death, the dream of the late Professor Temi Busari is being kept alive by the continued participation of Unilag in the collaboration and its presence at the conference through a good number of scholars of my institution intending to make research presentations at the 1st International Conference of CEFWA.
One of the objectives of the collaboration is to exchange ideas and research findings of which their implementation will improve and better our individual nations.  Your vision of networking for the promotion of world-class Higher Education is laudable, genuine efforts should be made to make this vision realisable.  I do not have any doubt that scholarly and enriched papers will be presented.  The Collaboration had benefited financially from the University of Lagos, the preferred first choice and the Nation’s pride.  We will continue to play well our part in our assigned role in the collaboration.  However, I foresee an expanded Collaboration of Education Faculties in the near future.  Nigeria, West Africa and even Africa as a whole will need more researches which can help to solve some of our continent’s challenges such as: declining education standards, moral decadence, examination mal-practice, ICT fraud and technology misrepresentation to mention but a few.
As educationists, your collaboration should devote some time at this conference to address these areas of National and International needs and concern.

I wish you resounding successful deliberations.

For Prof. Adetokunbo Sofoluwe
Vice-Chancellor

University of Lagos

9th February 2010

(Presented by Prof. Phelomena B. Ikulayo 09/02/10)
PROTOCOLS

A GOODWILL MESSAGE

By

Professor Julius Okojie, (Executive Secretary)

National Universities Commission Abuja
I bring warm felicitations from the National Universities Commission to the Vice-Chancellors of the collaborating universities who are the joint conveners of this very important event.  To the organizers, I pay special compliments.  My greetings are also extended to all the conferees.

The Conference theme, Universities and Globalization, is obviously relevant and apt at this point in world history, the history of African universities and the higher education sector in general.

The collaborating universities, University of Ilorin and University of Lagos, worthy institutions with Faculties of Education that are virile and with a critical mass of erudite scholars who have kept both eyes on the development in the education sector and could articulately engage them.  Also there are many others from worthy institutions present here.  Whereas most are no strangers to the National Universities Commission and her quality assurance and regulatory activities, I will be in error to assume that everyone is well acquainted with NUC’s functions.
I will therefore give you a brief profile of the NUC, Nigeria.  The NUC was established in 1962 as a unit in the Cabinet office, with minimal responsibilities. 

By virtue of Section 10 of the Education (National Minimum Standards and Establishments of Institutions) Decree No. 16 of 1985 as incorporated in the National Universities Commission was conferred with the power to lay down Minimum Academic Standards for all Universities in the Federation and to accredit their degrees and other academic awards after obtaining prior approval therefrom through the Minister, from the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces; provided that the accreditation of degrees and other academic awards shall be in accordance with such guidelines as may be laid down and approved by the Commission from time to time.

This is in addition to the provisions of Decree No….. of 1985 which principally mandated NUC to see to the orderly development of University education in Nigeria.  This oversight is over all degree awarding institutions irrespective of providers.

The NUC therefore discharges her quality assurance duties over the universities with the cooperation of the universities.  Whereas some might view her as overly regulatory, her role and efforts are actually to strengthen and raise the quality assurance indices of the universities in Nigeria.  The goal is to ensure local relevance and international competitiveness.

The theme of this conference is Higher Education and Globalization.  The Phenomenon – globalization I dare say has evolved the idea of globalization of higher education.  The attendant phenomena of the development above are borderless education, distance learning and the diversification of providers.
A benefit of globalization is that it promotes competition and competition creates diversity.
Globalization as a phenomenon has a key offshoot.  That is competition.  What really is globalization? Globalization can be described as the flow of technology, economy, knowledge, people, values, ideas across borders.  The phenomenon impacts each country differently depending on its history, traditions, culture and priorities.  It is multifaceted and can impact a country economically, culturally or politically.  Key elements of globalization are the knowledge, society, information and communication technologies, the market economy, trade liberalization changes in governance structures.

It is debatable whether these are catalysts to globalization or consequences of globalization.  But whichever side of the divide you stand, the important issue is that it has significant impact on the education sector.
Distinguished conferees, the NUC has made modest interventions in the universities so as to re-engineer them to be competitive in a knowledge economy.  We have significantly reviewed our curriculum to reduce any knowledge gaps between Nigeria and other countries.
Globalization has been driven by ICT.  NUC has intervened in the ICT profile of Nigerian universities.  Right now there are initiatives at providing IT infrastructure to focus on fostering teaching and learning.

On Distance Education, NUC is at the final stages of documenting the guidelines for operators.  Distance Education on Nigeria over the years, the commission, and recognizing the realities of cross-border education, she had kept careful watch over illegal providers.

The credibility of Higher Education programmes and qualifications is extremely important to students, their employer and the public academic community.  Thus, NUC takes seriously quality for all forms of cross-border education.
In conclusion, I believe that as you engage the various scholarly presentations, your deliberation will produce very usable recommendations that will enhance improved student outcomes.
Again, I wish you all very insightful deliberation that will push the frontiers of knowledge and theory forward and foster good practice.

Thank you for your audience.

Professor Julius Okojie
A GOODWILL MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAPE COAST, PROFESSOR NAANA JANE OPOKU-AGYEMAN  TO THE CEFWA CONFERENCE ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND GLOBALIZATION 

8TH – 11TH FEBRUARY, 2010 AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN

Dear friends, scholars in higher educational institutions occasionally meet at conferences to share ideas and experiences.  This is a worthwhile practice since higher education is so crucial that when it sneezes all the other levels of education, and indeed the whole process of human resource development catch cold.  This is so because it is through higher education that the doctors, teachers, politicians, and all the other professionals are produced.
Higher education, however, cannot perform as expected unless it is constantly reconstructing and renewing itself for the better.  This reconstruction and renewal is facilitated when new visions constantly unfold and when best practices are constantly put into effect.  A collaboration of higher educational institutions, such as the one Unilorin is championing, is one means by which ideas can be shared and best practices discovered and pursued.  That is why this conference, to me, is so important.  In fact, dear friends, don’t be surprised that in the very near future, the University of Cape Coast will be a proud host of this conference right on its soil.

Dear friends, this conference brings together scholars with diverse experiences and orientations.  Therefore, instead of turning it into a mere talk-shop, I wish to urge you to use it as a platform for discussing burning issues confronting higher education in our sub-region.  I wish to urge you to endeavour to come out with fresh ideas that will inform the provision of higher education in West Africa.  I wish to urge you to strike new acquaintances and new friendships that will widen the networks that will grease the wheels of our collaboration.
I wish you lively and informed discussions, and cross-fertilization of ideas. I am convinced that the outcome of this conference will enable us to realise all the more, the fruits of our collaboration.

Long Live CEFWA

Long live quality Higher Education in West Africa
