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ABSTRACT

In recent times, the higher education sector in Nigeria has undergone tremendous numerical growth as well as in the quantity of programmes being offered. The quality of life on our campuses has been improved particularly with the recent accreditation exercise embarked on by the National Universities Commission (NUC), in Nigeria. This strive for quality however has its own attendant risks for the quality assurance practitioners as reformations are always resisted by the beneficiaries of corrupt practices. As Universities begin to breathe a sense of fresh air and renewed vigour, particularly those that have succeeded in getting full accreditation in most of their programmes, the time is now ripe for our Universities to pay serious attention to safety and health issues. Risk Management policies in this regard for staff and students alike, in line with the peculiar challenges of the region in which such institutions are situated, need to be put in place. Risk management is about practical steps to protect people from real harm and suffering. This paper discusses the initiatives and lessons from the management of the Rivers State University of Science and Technology, Port Harcourt, with respect to risk management in tertiary institutions in the subregion.

