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Egbewole hails CoHS on 20th anniversary celebration




The Vice Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, has congratulated the College of Health Sciences on the 20th anniversary of its establishment, saying that the College has always made the University proud in all ramifications.




The Vice Chancellor stated this last Tuesday (April 2, 2024) at the College Boardroom while making remarks at the 20th anniversary of the College.




Prof. Egbewole, who expressed joy with the progress recorded by the College in the last two decades, said that the College has a special place in his heart.




The renowned legal luminary, who spoke through the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic), Prof. Olubunmi Abayomi Omotesho, said that the College has keyed into the SMART agenda of the present administration as he expressed the hope that the College will definitely be a major player in achieving the Vision 1:10:500.




He also expressed  hope that the College would continue to play its leading role in the development of competent human resources for the nation’s health sector as it has always done.




Prof. Egbewole congratulated the management team that piloted the College to its present enviable feat as he noted that for the past 20 years the College has grown from being a baby to a full blown adult after its transformation from being a Faculty to a College.




Speaking earlier, the Provost of the College, Prof. Biodun Sulyman Alabi, appreciated the management of the  University for its prompt responses to the needs of the College.




He expressed conviction that the Egbewole-led administration would continue to prioritise the interests of the College for it to continue to grow from strength to strength.




Speaking on the achievements of the College, the Provost noted that the College has produced no fewer than 4,808 medical graduates.




Prof. Alabi also acknowledged the support of the products of the College under the leadership of the Deputy Vice Chancellor (RTI) of the University, Prof. Adegboyega Adisa Fawole, adding that the 1997 set of the alumni of the College recently assisted in the renovation of the Pharmacology Laboratory while the 2000 set surpported the renovation of classrooms and recreational facilities.




He added that the College is still looking forward towards more support  from its alumni and other philanthropists within and outside Nigeria.




The Provost specifically thanked an alumnus of the College, Dr Femi Ogunremi, for aggressively mobilising the MBBS Alumni globally towards supporting the College.




Also speaking, the first Guest Speaker at the event, who is also a former Provost of the College, Prof. B. J. Bojuwoye, said that the College has the prospects of being among the top 5 medical schools in Nigeria with efforts of lecturers going through training and retraining.




The former Provost of the College, who also spoke briefly on the establishment of the Medical School in 1977 as a second generation medical school with an innovative curriculum, said that he was delighted with the magnitude and quality of the progress attained so far.




Prof. Bojuwoye explained how the school operated as a Faculty of Health Sciences for 27 years  before it was  upgraded to a collegiate status on April 1, 2004.




Also speaking at the event, the second Guest Speaker and a Professor of Medicine at the New York University School of Medicine, Prof. Gbenga Ogedengbe, who joined via zoom, called on the entire students and staff members of the College to embrace good mentorship in order to  acquire more skills and knowledge for personal growth, improving work ethics to achieve successes.
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â€˜Execution of Public Trustâ€™: The Ali-Aganâ€™s Example
Over the last three eventful decades, Prof. Abubakr Imam Ali-Agan, the immediate past Head of the Department of Religions, University of Ilorin, has made a great name for himself within and around Ilorin and even beyond. This gentleman is widely respected and acknowledged as an erudite scholar, a seasoned academic and an uncompromising preacher.
Prof. Ali-Agan started out as a prolific Islamic broadcaster in the employ of the Kwara State Broadcasting Corporation (Radio Kwara), Ilorin. While serving as a media professional, Prof. Ali-Agan succeeded in cultivating tremendous listernership for his thought-provoking and spiritually stimulating programmes on Radio Kwara. This admiration followed him to everywhere he went, including the University of Ilorin, at the end of his exciting career at the oldest radio station in Kwara State.
While many love his unique style of presentation, quite a number are often left disgusted with his characteristic rigid and consistently uncompromising tendencies as an on-air personality and public speaker. He is a man who believes in saying it as it is, no matter whose ox is gored.
But the fascinating way he is handling the distribution of the rice palliative entrusted to him by the Governor of Kwara State, Mallam AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq, CON, would certainly endear him to the hearts of more of the ordinary people of the community who are the target beneficiaries of the scheme.
I think he has been handling the assignment in a very fantastic and transparent manner, which justifies his calling. He is trying his best towards ensuring that only the truly deserving people benefit from the scheme, which is meant to alleviate the suffering of the ordinary people.
How did I know? It was a senior friend of mine who sent me five bags of 5kg of rice to help him share to the less privileged around me. I did as he requested.
Since I knew that, that friend of mine does not have the capacity to render such a help, I enquired from him where, how and from whom he got the bags of rice given to me for onward distribution.
My elderly friend explained to me that it was the seasoned cleric-don who gave him several bags of the commodity to help him distribute to the less privileged ones. And that he felt that I, as a community person, could also help him to discharge the responsibility.
Having explained the source, my friend appealed to me to also place a call to Prof. Ali-Agan for him to be convinced “beyond reasonable doubt” that he did as charged.
I wasted no time in calling the Professor of Islamic Studies on phone as pleaded. Prof. Ali-Agan was impressed that I was involved. He asked me to see him.
When I got to him, he explained how the Governor enlisted his assistance in ensuring that the palliatives get to those who truly deserve it.
He pointed out that when the Governor first called him, he rejected the assignment. The Hadith specialist, however, explained that he later accepted the task when the Governor “threatened” that he (the Professor) should be prepared for blame if the target (ordinary) people did not get the palliatives as intended.
On how he carried out the distribution, the Professor said that he would not explain to me in detail but I should try to make myself available at his residence on any date of my choice in the course of the last ten days of Ramadan.
Without the Professor’s knowledge, I decided to pick Monday, April 1, 2024, which was a public holiday. I got there about 10 a.m and I met a multitude of people representing different traditional mosques and groups from across Ilorin.
I instantly became a “participant observer” as I listened to his pre-distribution exultation or address to the people who had converged on the premises of his An-Nur Group of Schools, Shehu Shagari Estate, Oloje, Ilorin, on how he came about the task and how the palliative s should be shared.
Prof. Ali-Agan was emphatic on who deserves it. He insisted that it is meant for the widows, the poor, the orphans, the unemployed and the aged, among other categories of the less privileged members of the society. He made it abundantly clear that it was not meant to serve as political patronage or any form of “showmanship”.
The prolific orator added that Christians and other categories of non-Muslims who are poor should also be given. He nevertheless said that the distributors could also take a proportional fraction of the item as he supported his position with a Quranic verse.
After doing what he knows how to do best, the distribution of the palliative began. He asked the representatives of the different communities present to come in with their vehicles in order to take delivery of the item. He would thereafter ask such individuals to sign for the item before departing. I was impressed that he supervised the entire processes by himself.
In my presence, he placed telephone calls to many of those who had previously registered with him. I later understand that it was the second time that he would be shouldering the responsibility.
I must add that yours sincerely was also given 20 bags of the 5kg of rice, which he has since distributed to those he was convinced deserve it by virtue of their socioeconomic status. He was also sent to two distinguished community leaders with the same number of the commodity for onward distribution to the needy in their vicinities as well.
He bade each of the groups of “collectors” with his characteristic “Iwonu Olohun nun”(I leave you with your conscience) mannerism.
Prof. Ali-Agan, a son of the legendary Sarkin Malamai of Ilorin, Shaykh Yac’qoob Muhammad Busary Ali-Agan, attended the famous Ansarul Islam Primary School, Okekere, Ilorin. He was also educated at the School of Arabic Studies, Kano.
He, thereafter, proceeded to the prestigious Bayero University, Kano, from where he earned his first degree in Islamic Studies. It was, however, from the University of Ilorin that Prof. Ali-Agan received his Master’s and doctorate degrees in the same field.
Prof. Ali-Agan joined the services of the Better By Far University as a Lecturer at the Islamic Studies Unit of its Department of Religions. In appreciation of his consistently positive efforts in the realms of teaching, research and community service, this outspoken social critic and religious leader was deservedly elevated to the exalted rank of Professor by the authorities of the nation’s most sought-after University in 2020.
All said and done, one thing that impressed me most and which pushed me into deep thought was when the influential academic concluded by swearing with the Holy Quran that not even a grain of the rice was and would be consumed either by any member of his family or pupil of his increasingly popular school. I sincerely regard his declaration as a perfect exemplification of the motto of the University of Ilorin, which is character and learning.
What a great instance of leadership by example!
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Drive with care, Garba charges UNILORIN motorists




The Sub-Dean, Student Affairs Division, University of Ilorin, Dr Mohammed Kabir Garba, has enjoined motorists, particularly commercial drivers plying the University routes to always drive with care to ensure the safety of members of the University community.




The Sub-Dean gave this advice recently while speaking with UNILORIN BULLETIN in his office.




Dr Garba said that it is very important for motorists to always have the presence of mind while driving in order to avoid any form of road mishap that could expose innocent members of the University community to danger.




The Sub-Dean said that it is very important for the drivers to be particularly careful with students   whether commuting in their vehicles or not, saying that the existence of the University, which gave them the privilege to operate in the University, is premised on the presence of students.




Dr Garba said that without the students no one would derive any means of livelihood at the University. He, therefore, said, â€˜â€˜every effort must be made towards preserving the lives and health of these young people even when they are propelled by youthful exuberance to act ignorantly or carelesslyâ€™â€™.




He explained that the advice is necessitated by some reports made available to the Student Affairs Division that some of the commercial drivers ignore traffic code and civility while driving, a tendency which he said could cause accidents that could lead to students unrest.




The Statistics scholar  implored motorists not to always insist on their rights of passage, particularly when they observed that their fellow road users are careless.
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Faculty of Agriculture organises in-house training for staff




The Faculty of Agriculture, University of Ilorin, recently organised a two-day in-house training programme for its staff members. The training was aimed at improving the efficiency of the beneficiaries.




The event, which took place on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, for the non-academic staff, and Thursday, March 28, 2024, for the academic staff, witnessed knowledgeable resource persons delivering insightful presentations.




Speaking at the event, the Dean of the Faculty, Prof. Oluyemisi Fawole, said that the programme was aimed at stimulating   efficiency and service delivery among staff members of the Faculty.




Prof. Fawole said that the training was also organised to ensure that members of the Faculty contributed maximally towards the achievement of the University Vision  1:10:500.




Presenting her paper, the Deputy Registrar, Council Office, Mrs Mary Olayemi, spoke on the significance of ethos and the need to develop and adhere strictly to a code of conduct that will assist the University to achieve its Vision 1:10:500.




 Mrs Olayemi emphasised the need for staff members to uphold high ethical standards and always conduct themselves with integrity.




She noted that by adhering strictly to a strong code of conduct, the Faculty can create an environment conducive enough to achieve its goals and maintaining a reputation for excellence.




Also speaking, Mrs Aderogba E. Oreofe encouraged staff members to always be conscious of their safety.




 Mrs Oreofe emphasised the importance of implementing robust biosafety protocols within the Faculty of Agriculture.




In another presentation, a former Vice Chancellor of Kola Daisi University, Ibadan; and Thomas Adewumi University, Oko; Prof. Luke Ayorinde, highlighted the importance of ethos and reproducibility in scientific research and publication.
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UNILORIN gave me solid academic foundation- Glasgow based alumnus




A former President of the Faculty of Arts Students Association, University of Ilorin, Mr Folorunso Fatai Adisa, has advised graduating students of the institution to hold their heads high in recognition of the fact that the quality of education obtainable at the University is at par with, if not better than, what is obtainable at institutions of higher learning abroad.




Mr Adisa stated this penultimate Monday (March 25, 2024) while speaking with UNILORIN BULLETIN on phone on his experience as a student in a foreign University.




Mr Adisa, who expressed gratitude for the quality of academic and attitudinal training he received at the University of Ilorin, noted that access to the internet means access to an endless wealth of information.




He added that the internet would continue to allow students to delve deeper into their studies and broaden their understanding of various subjects.




Speaking specifically on his experiences at the University of Strathclyde, Scotland during his Masters degree programme, Mr Adisa noted that his Professors in “Discourse Analysis” often expressed admiration at his comprehension of the course, which he first encountered at the University of Ilorin.




On the quality of lecturers at the nation’s most sought-after University, Mr Adisa said, “I am confident that lecturers like Professors Mahfouz Adedimeji and Taofeeq Alabi would captivate the hearts of students in my department if given the opportunity to teach them “.




Mr Adisa recalled that he had a reason to challenge his grade in a particular course back in Scotland as he explained the role which his foundation at the University of Ilorin played in overcoming the problem.




He added, “The University of Ilorin possesses a communal spirit that envelopes me in a sense of connection akin to that between a fetus and its mother. Given my positive relationships with my lecturers at the University of Ilorin, especially Professors Mahfouz Adedimeji and Jeleel Ojuade, I developed a habit of easily relating with my teachers. Additionally, I believe I learned confidence from Prof. AbdulRasheed Adeoye, who served as my staff adviser when I was the President of the Faculty of Arts Students Association. The varied experiences I gained from these academics-the confidence of Adeoye, the humility of Mahfouz, and the friendliness of Ojuade later assisted me in assertively demanding my rights during my Master’s studies at the University of Strathclyde, United Kingdom”.




He recalled a particular situation, which he said stands out in his memory, saying during his Master’s studies, particularly in the course titled “Research Skills in Media and Communication” (P3978), he had a cause to complain about a disappointing score of 22 out of 100.




He said, “I was undeniably disheartened. Without delay, I contacted my Professor, expressing my disbelief and requesting a reevaluation of my work. Despite her assurance of the accuracy of the assessment, I persisted, drawing from my prior experiences, particularly the research and communication skills honed while working on the Governor of Ogun State’s 100 Days in Office report during my time as a corps member at the Ministry of Information and Strategy.




A meeting was promptly convened to address the discrepancy, leading to the discovery of a glitch in either the online platform or the Turnitin system. Consequently, my script was reevaluated, and to my relief, I received a revised score of 72%,  an A grade”.
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Let’s celebrate UNILORIN outstanding graduates more-Abdulsalam




The Deputy Director, Student Industrial Work Experience Scheme (SWIES) Unit, University of Ilorin, Mr Kola Suleiman Abdulsalam, has implored the authorities of the institution to devise more means of encouraging academic excellence among the students of the University.




Mr Abdulsalam gave this advice last Wednesday (April 3, 2024) while speaking to UNILORIN BULLETIN in his office.




The senior administrator explained that, while the existing system of rewarding academic excellence among students is good and commendable, more is needed to be done for all the students of the University to give more focus to their studies.




Mr Abdulsalam said that apart from the huge cash gifts and other materials, which the best graduating student is often bestowed with, the display of the portrait,  as well as final result of such an individual at strategic locations on campus would definitely go a long way in encouraging those coming behind to pursue academic excellence in order for them to also deserve the honour.




The Deputy Director, who is a 1986 graduate of the Better By University, said that since there is no individual who wouldn’t love to be celebrated most especially by the University, the implementation of the suggestion would be a morale booster.




Mr Abdulsalam added that the portrait of the most outstanding graduate of the year should be displayed from the date of his convocation till the following one at places like the University Fountain, the Main Gate, the Motor Park, the Main Library and the Main Auditorium as well as at the various Faculties.




He pointed out that when others, particularly new students, see the portrait across the campus, they would certainly be motivated to work harder to deserve such celebrations.
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Egbewole harps on importance of well-crafted CVs




A Deputy Registrar at the University of Ilorin, Mrs Muibat Egbewole, has underscored the importance of meticulous preparation of curriculum vitae (CV).




Delivering a lecture entitled “Preparing Functional Curriculum Vitae: An Epitome of Good Personality,” at the Registry Seminar series last Wednesday (April 3, 2024) at the University Auditorium, Mrs Egbewole stressed the importance of a well-crafted CV to stimulate success in today’s competitive job market.




The Guest Speaker, who is currently on sabbatical leave at Ojaja University, Eiyenkorin, Ilorin, emphasised that a strong CV goes beyond simply listing qualifications as she stated the key strategies needed to craft an intimidating CV that would effectively showcase an applicant’s skills, experience, and achievements.




Also speaking, the Ag. Director of the Centre for Research, Development, and In-House Training (CREDIT), Dr AbdulKareem Oloyede, commended the initiative.




He emphasised the importance of professionalism in CV crafting as he urged participants to use official or professional email addresses instead of informal or playful ones.
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UNILOMGA marks 10th anniversary, gets new exco




The University of Ilorin Muslim Graduates Association (UNILOMGA)  marked its first decade of existence on Sunday, March 24, 2024. The event concided with the Association’s third annual  Ramadan Lecture.




Speaking at the online event, the Guest Lecturer, Shaykh Nuruddeen Lemu, who spoke on  “Financial Literacy in Changing Economic Times”, emphasised the importance of Financial Literacy in the lives of contemporary Muslims.




Shaykh Lemu, who is the Director of Research and Training at the Dawah Institute, Islamic Education Trust, Minna, Niger State, highlighted how Muslims can leverage Islamic principles towards recording remarkable improvement in their personal economy.




In his remarks at the event, the former President of UNILOMGA, Imam Zunurain Olodan, expressed gratitude to all participants for gracing the occasion.




Imam Olodan equally thanked the interim executives for their concerted efforts towards the success of the Association.




He reflected on the accomplishments of the Association over the past decade and outlined its vision for the future.




Imam Olodan also urged members of the Association to rally behind its new executives as he also urged the new leaders of UNILOMGA to unite in working for the welfare and advancement of its members.




In his address on the occasion, the Chairman of the University of Ilorin Muslim Community, Prof. Mudashiru Olalere Yuusuf, commended the Association for its efforts in uniting the Muslim alumni of the institution.




Prof. Yusuf pledged the continued support of the UNILORIN Muslim community to the stability, progress and development of  UNILOMGA .




In a related development, which was based on a report presented by the Chairman of the Association’s leadership selection committee (Shura), Barrister Ashimiyu, a former Chairman of the Abeokuta Branch of the Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), Mr Ibrahim Atanda has emerged as the new National President of the Association while Dr Aboyeji Lukman  Oyewole would serve as National Deputy President (Male) as the Registrar of the Kwara State University, Malete, Dr Kikelomo Wasilah Sallee-Amogbonjaye, became the National Deputy President (Female)
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Kolawole becomes RSB Fellow




A Professor of Medical Virology and Environmental Health at the University of Ilorin, Prof. Olatunji Mathew Kolawole, has been admitted into the Fellowship of the British Royal Society of Biology (RSB).




A letter dated April 2, 2024 sent to the don by Mark Leach, who is the Director, Membership, Regions & Facilities of the Society  said that the renowned scholar was granted the Fellowship of the Society to afford him another opportunity for community service.
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UNILORIN NUJ celebrates Akogun on NIPR Award




The University of Ilorin Chapel of the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) has congratulated the  Director of Corporate Affairs, Mr. Kunle Akogun, on his well-deserved award of the  Certificate of Excellence in Public Relations in the Corporate Governance category recently conferred on him by the Nigeria Institute of Public Relations (NIPR).




In a statement jointly signed by its Chairman and Secretary, Mr Tajudeen Babamale and Mr Isaac Lewu,  respectively, the Union said that the award was long overdue for a hardworking and meticulous professional like Mr. Akogun.




The Union acknowledged the series of professional attributes and contributions of Mr Akogun as he was described as an excellent journalist, remarkable image-maker and versatile administrator who truly deserves the honour.
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Know your health status to avoid sudden death, UNILORIN don advises Nigerians




An Associate Professor at the Department of Epidemiology and Community Health,  College of Health Sciences, University of Ilorin, Dr Hafsat Abolore Ameen, has encouraged Nigerians, particularly staff members of the nation’s most sought-after University, to cultivate the habit of knowing their health status in order to avoid sudden death.




Dr Ameen gave this advice recently while delivering a health talk as part of the annual Ramadan Lecture of the Ilorin Emirate Staff Association, University of Ilorin.




The renowned health educator explained that most of the sudden deaths usually recorded are not sudden in the real sense of it. This occurred due to ignorance or outright negligence of symptoms of terminal illnesses by careless individuals.




Dr Ameen explained that it is important for individuals to go for regular health check-ups to know their Blood Pressure, Blood Sugar level, Lipid profile and Body Mass Index(BMI), among others.




She added that those who are obese or found with any of those health conditions or are offsprings of those who have any of the identified health challenges should take the periodic evaluation more serious for them to remain healthy.




Dr Ameen, who is also a Consultant Epidemiologist at the University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital, insisted that no situation  should prevent adults from being responsible and responsive to their health needs.




She also urged the Federal Government to commit more resources to the health sector in view of the significance of  healthy population to the progress of a nation.




Dr Ameen noted that the various health insurance programmes and policies of the Federal and State Governments should also be made more popular and affordable among the ordinary people of the country.




Dr Ameen added that when the people are able to access health facilities and purchase recommended drugs their health situations would improve and that they would be able to contribute more meaningfully to national development.
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Odetoye canvasses homegrown technology-driven economy




A Professor at the Department of Chemical Engineering, University of Ilorin,Temitope Elizabeth Odetoye, has urged the Federal Government to be more intentional about developing a home-grown technology-driven economy.




Prof. Odetoye made this appeal last Thursday (April 4,2024) while delivering the 253rd Inaugural Lecture of the University, titled “Symphony of Biomass, Bioenergy and Bioproducts for Sustainability” at the University Auditorium. 




The renowned academic, who holds two doctorate degrees, explained that the suggestion is particularly imperative in the area of biofuel production and waste management.




She noted that with the high turnout of biomass residues and solid wastes generated daily in Nigeria, the potential for biofuel production should be harnessed through the adoption of pyrolysis pilot plants, scale up and commercialisation.




Prof. Odetoye also called for the standardisation of waste management methods in a way that would include sorting from source to prepare feedstock.




She also advised that waste management team should work hand-in-hand with researchers to incorporate pyrolysis as part of the waste treatment technique which will involve the formulation of relevant policies including sorting of biomass and other wastes from the source.




Prof. Odetoye said that efforts should be intensified towards devising means of converting wastes to wealth and creating waste-collecting jobs for people and opportunities for skilled engineers and technicians.




She noted that this would surely make the nation’s physical environment to be cleaner and more sanitised as well as more conducive for habitation.     




            Prof. Odetoye also said that the proper management of waste would also reduce bush burning as she said that dried grass also has economic value.




            She suggested that the private investors should work in partnership with researchers and take bold steps towards exploring the advantages associated with proper waste management.




The Inaugural Lecturer, who is the 21st Chairman of the Ilorin Branch of the Nigerian Society of Engineers, also appealed to stakeholders to urgently review the nation’s current biofuel policy in a way that will make it suit the Nigerian environment and situations. She added that the government has to demonstrate strong political will in order to drive the biofuel policy to satisfaction.




Prof. Odetoye also suggested the establishment of the Biofuel Energy Commission under the Ministry of Petroleum Resources in order to monitor the implementation of the biofuel policy from time to time and carry out necessary reviews as implementation progresses.




She equally suggested the establishment of the centres of excellence where pyrolysis and other biofuel technologies will be taken as the research focus towards developing the nation’s biofuel technology that will be suitable and sustainable with local materials that can be developed by Nigerian academics and researchers.




Prof. Odetoye,who is a former Chairman of the Association of Professional Women Engineers of Nigeria (APWEN), also called for the sensitisation of researchers towards conduct  proactive research for more realistic methods and utilisation of locally available feedstock for biofuel production. She said that the government should be ready to facilitate the funding of biofuel research.




She also canvassed for collaborative linkages among the academia, industry and policy makers in order to strengthen an effective technology-driven economy in Nigeria.
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Egbewole congratulates Muslims on Eid-el Fitri




As the holy month of Ramadan comes to an end this week, the Vice Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, has felicitated members of the Muslim community and the generality of the Muslim Ummah on the occasion of this year’s Eid-el Fitri festival.




In a statement signed on his behalf by the Director of Corporate Affairs, Mr Kunle Akogun, the Vice Chancellor congratulated the Chairman of the University  Muslim Community, Prof. Mudashiru Olalere Yusuf; the Chief Imam of the University Central Mosque, Prof. Nasir AbdusSalaam; and the generality  of the Muslim staff and students of the University for living to witness the end of this year’s Ramadan fast.




The renowned Professor of Jurisprudence and International Law explained that the last one month, which was evidently devoted to worship, charity and fraternity was another rare opportunity for Muslims to regain spiritual strength and moral fortitude needed to withstand contemporary socioeconomic challenges.




The Vice Chancellor, who is also the Secretary-General of the Association of West Africa Universities (AWAU), urged members of the Muslim community to ensure that they perpetuate all the fascinating lessons derived from  observing  the Ramadan fast.




Prof. Egbewole said that he was particularly optimistic that members of the University Muslim community had  renewed their faith in Allah and the nation’s future . He noted that the series of “spiritual diets” that they were fed with during the month were intended to rebuild them for personal greatness and collective glory.




The Vice Chancellor specifically appealed to Muslims worldwide and their friends not to return to the path of pervasion they abandoned during the month, saying that those who return to one ungodly act or the other would not be regarded as being among those who truly obeyed Allah with their participation in the month-long fast.




Speaking on the state and prospect of the nation’s most sought-after University, Prof. Egbewole thanked members of the institution’s community, particularly staff and students, for the prevailing peace on the campus as he said that the harmonious situation reflects the level of maturity obtainable among them.
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Management reconstitutes UNILORIN BULLETIN Editorial Board




The Vice Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, has approved the constitution of a new Editorial Board for the institution’s weekly newsletter, UNILORIN BULLETIN with Prof. Mahfouz Adedimeji as the new Chairman.




This was contained in a memo dated Tuesday, April 2, 2024 and signed by the Registrar of the University, Mr Mansur Adeleke Alfanla, a copy of which was made available to UNILORIN BULLETIN.




            The memo, which explained that the tenure of the Board began immediately, said that a former Head of the institution’s Directorate of Corporate Affairs and pioneer Vice Chancellor of the Ahman Pategi University, Prof. Mahfouz Adebola Adedimeji, would serve as the Board Chairman while the Director of Corporate Affairs of the University, Mr Kunle Akogun, would serve as its Secretary.




Other members of the Board are Prof. Mary Esere of the Department of Counsellor Education; Prof. K. A. Rafiu of the Department of Linguistics and Nigerian Languages and a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Mass Communication, Dr Oba Abdulkadir Laaro.




The Board also consists of the  Head of the Department of Islamic Law, Dr Azizat Amoloye-Adebayo; and Mr Yunus Abdulmuqtadir of the Computer Management Services and Information Technology (COMSIT).




Mr Alfanla explained that the duties of the Board include the formulation of policy direction for the proper operation of the publication, ensuring regular publication of the newsletter as well as ensuring its proper editing/ proof-editing.
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Alaro canvasses “balanced education” for proper development




A former Head of the Department of Islamic Law, University of Ilorin, Prof. AbdulRazzaq AbdulMajeed Alaro, mni, has urged parents and guardians to prioritise the spiritual well-being of their children and wards as the younger ones are stimulated towards the pursuit of preferred professional training.




Prof. Alaro gave this advice penultimate Sunday (March 3, 2024) while speaking at the graduation ceremony of Al-Hudah Islamiyyah School, Ilorin. The school is owned by a distinguished educationist and former Deputy Vice Chancellor (Management Services), University of Ilorin, Prof. Adedayo Yusuf Abdulkareem




The renowned specialist in Islamic financial services explained that unveiling  situations across the world have shown that members of the younger generations needed to be exposed to what he called “balanced education” for them to live a very useful life and contribute meaningfully to human development.




Prof. Alaro, who is a member of the Central Bank of Nigeria’s Financial Regulation Advisory Council of Experts, opined that for proper growth and development every human being needed to nurture his body and soul. He explained that while professional training would provide food for the body, the diet needed by the soul is solely obtainable from religious and moral teachings.




He added that the absence of either of the two may not only retard the desired development but may also lead to outright destruction of both the body and the soul.




While he explained that it is good for parents to devote substantial resources and efforts towards their children becoming great in life through Western formal education, he added that such training must be mingled with the inculcation of the right values, which religious education has in abundance, for such individuals to become useful to themselves and the society at large.




The renowned cleric-don warned that any form of education that is devoid of religious education would only lead to perversion.




Prof. Alaro, who is also a member of the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria-based National Fatwa Committee, said that when young children are exposed to religious and moral teachings right from infancy they would grow to become responsible citizens.




To buttress his position, Prof. Alaro recalled the case of a French-born Professor of Economics and ex-President of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Dominique Strauss-Kahn, who did not only lose his highly-coveted position ignobly but also consequently failed in his bid to become the President of his country simply because he couldn’t act rightly with a member of the opposite sex.




The award-winning legal luminary explained that if the ex-IMF Chief had gone through proper religious and moral instructions while growing up he would not have experienced what he went through as a result of his attempt to have forceful carnal knowledge of an innocent woman.




Prof. Alaro commended the former Deputy Vice Chancellor for establishing and nurturing the school, which he said would continue to produce remarkable future gentlemen and ladies like its proprietor.




He urged other serving and retired academics and public officers as well as privileged individuals to find a way of giving back to the society as exemplified in the establishment of the School by Prof. Abdulkareem, who is also a former Provost, Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.




The event attracted dignitaries from far and near including the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Management Services), University of Ilorin, Prof. Suleiman Funsho Ambali; the Director, Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies, University of Ilorin, Prof. Abdilganiyu Ibrahiim Jawondo; a former Dean of the Faculty of Law, University of Ilorin, Prof. Abdulqadir Ibrahiim Abikan; the Director, Central Research Laboratories and Chief Imam, University of Ilorin Central Mosque, Prof. Nasir Abdussalaam and the Chairman, Education Committee, Ilorin Emirate Descendants Progressive Union, Mallam Shehu Ahmad Aliyu, who represented the Union’s National President, Alhaji Abdulmumini Ayo Abdulmalik, among several others.
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UNILORIN receives upgraded Central Power Station




The University of Ilorin has taken possession of its newly upgraded Central Power Station.




The facility was handed over to the University last Wednesday (March 13, 2024) by the contractor, Mr Maruf Adekilekun, at the project site.




In his remarks, the Ag. Director of the Physical Planning Unit, University of Ilorin, Mr AbdulRahman Jimoh, urged the officials in-charge of the facility to maintain and protect it in the interest of the University.




Also speaking, the Deputy Director and Head of the Department of Electrical Unit, Works Department, University of Ilorin, Mr Adebayo Joseph, described the project as one of the most significant facilities  on the University campus.




Mr Joseph congratulated the Vice Chancellor of the University, Prof.Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, for ensuring its completion as he also thanked the contractor for a good job.




While handing over the project to the University, the Contractor expressed his profound gratitude to the University for the opportunity given to his firm to execute the job as he called for more synergy between his firm and the University of Ilorin.
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KWASIP set up to tackle poverty â€“ Tejidini




A Lecturer at the Department of Sociology, University of Ilorin, who is also the General Manager of the Kwara State Social Investment Programme (KWASIP), Dr Abdulwasiu Olayinka Tejidini, has stated that KWASIP was established in the year 2019 by the state government to alleviate poverty among the youths, solve unemployment problems and bring relief  to the aged in Kwara State.




Dr Tejidini stated this last Tuesday (March 12, 2024) while featuring on Oro To Nlo, a  popular current affairs programme of UNILORIN 89.3 FM, the official radio station of the nation’s most sought-after University, the University of Ilorin. The programme was anchored by the Station Manager, Mr Idris Akintola Ibrahiim (Alooma).




He noted that KWASIP was established to bring relief to the people out of the benevolence of the state Governor, Mallam AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq.




The don maintained that since the removal of subsidy, several programmes and projects had been put in place to bring succour to the people of  Kwara State. This includes the Social Safety Net with the sum of N10,000 given to 60,000 people across the State, Widow support with the sum of N20,000 for 120 widows.




Dr Tejidini pointed out that other programmes include public welfare, petty traders funds, conditional family support, skilled and unskilled grants of 50,000, public welfare of 25,000 for 8,000 people, employment of youths to maintain cleanliness and avoid littering of the State among others.




Speaking on the Kwarapreneurs 4.0, the KWASIP boss explained that the loan is for qualified youths with the amount ranging from N200,000 to N2,000,000 for which the services of Professors from the University were sought to be panelists.




Speaking on the issue of retrievals of the loans given to the beneficiaries, Dr Tejidini explained that an agreement has been signed with the banks for disbursement and retrieval through GSI activations so long as the beneficiary has a Bank Verification Number.




While explaining the KWASIP relationship with the students, Dr Tejidini noted that there are students representatives among the staff who would make sure palliatives are distributed for students in different parts of the State.




He noted that the palliatives might not be enough though but efforts are put in place to bring about balanced distributions.
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CBT Centre plans big for special-needs students




The Director, Directorate of Computer-Based Test, University of Ilorin, Prof. Kamilu Rauf, has said that the Centre is planning to have a special building for the students and people with special needs.




 Prof. Rauf stated this last Wednesday (March 13, 2024) while featuring on a special interview programme on UNILORIN 89.3 FM, the official radio station of the University of Ilorin.




The Director said that this is part of the many plans that the Vice Chancellor of the University, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN.  has towards ensuring the  progress and development of the University as a whole.




 He added that about ten internal and external examinations that were organised and  conducted at the Centre were successful.




Prof. Rauf stated that the examinations included Post UTME, Police recruitment examination, National Teachers’ Institute Examination, JAMB Mock, and  Remedial Examination, to mention a few.




The renowned Professor of Mathematics said that the CBT Centre has six  halls with 250 students  carrying capacities each at a time, saying that the halls can simultaneously take no fewer than 1500 students conveniently.




He said that the UNILORIN CBT Centre is a model to all institutions not only in Nigeria but in the whole of Africa.




The don opined that the mandate of the Centre revolves round the Vision 1:10 :500 of the University administration.




 Prof. Rauf explained that the Centre would always conduct its examinations with transparency, objectivity, professionalism and in a way that would be devoid of malpractices.




 He expressed satisfaction that both the lecturers and students involved in various examinations conducted at the Centre have been cooperating with the management and staff of the Centre.




 Prof. Rauf stressed further that all the results of the examinations conducted at the Centre are always released within twelve hours after the examinations. He said all the candidates that sat for the last post-UTME screening have seen their results.




The Director appreciated the Vice Chancellor of the University, Prof Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, for always supporting and assisting the Centre.




He also appreciated the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic),Prof. Olubunmi Abayomi Omotesho, and other Principal Officers of the University and relevant stakeholders for their consistent and generous support.
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IESA holds 2024 Ramadan Lecture




The Ilorin Emirate Staff Association (IESA), University of Ilorin, would next Sunday (March 24, 2024) hold this year’s edition of its annual Ramadan Lecture at the Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin, beginning at 10:00a.m




A statement signed by the Chairman of the IESA Ramadan Committee, Dr Muhammad-Kamaldeen Tamim, explained that the lecture, which would be delivered by the duo of Mallam Nasir Abdulqadir and Mallam Shola Gegele, would centre around the exploration of local challenges and prospects for the economic emancipation of the people of Ilorin Emirate.




Dr Tamim, who is an Associate Professor at the Department of Islamic Law, University of Ilorin, added that the event would be jointly presided-over by the Managing Director of Lower Niger River Basin Development Authority, Ilorin,who is also an Associate Professor at the Department of Water Resources Engineering, Dr Adeniyi Saheed Aremu, and the Deputy Chief Whip of the Kwara State House of Assembly, Hajia Maryam Yusuf Aladi; while the Governor of Kwara State, Mallam AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq, CON, would be the Special Guest of Honour.




The statement also explained that the Vice Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof.Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, would be the Chief Host while two former Chief Executives of the University, Prof.Shuuaib Oba AbdulRaheem, OFR and Prof. AbdulGaniyu Ambali, OON as well as the National President of Ilorin Emirate Descendants Progressive Union (IEDPU),Alhaji Abdulmumini Ayo Abdulmalik; the Balogun Alanamu of Ilorin, Dr Usman Abubakar Akanbi-Jos; and the Registrar of the University, Mr Mansur Adeleke Alfanla; are among  several dignitaries from far and near expected to grace the event.
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UNILORIN, Lancaster varsity to train 680 STEM staff, students for ASPP




The University of Ilorin, in collaboration with Lancaster University, United Kingdom, will be training 80 staff members and 600 STEM-based students as part of the African Strategic Partnership programme(ASPP).




Speaking with UNILORIN BULLETIN last Tuesday (March 12, 2024), the Director of the African Strategic Partnership, Lancaster University, Dr Akanimo Odon, who disclosed that the programme is fixed for April 1, 2024, explained that the project is a specific briefing for staff and students of the University on back up of sustainable career and entrepreneurship for Nigerian universit




Dr Odom explained that both programmes are for STEM-based staff and students with a small gap for Non-STEM participants who proved worthy of the programme. He said that the project is funded by the Foreign Common Wealth Development in the United Kingdom through rolling out a pilot across Nigerian universities where staff and students are nominated and appointed within two months and exposed to the fundamental principles of practical preparation.




Dr Odom, who was in the University to perfect the arrangement, noted that the programme is not entrepreneurship on the students’ portfolio but helping them develop an entrepreneurship mindset.




He maintained that because the programme is a pilot one, the impact is determined through the use of parameters thereby running concurrently with the theme for staff as “Stimulating Sustainable Entrepreneurial Thinking in Scientific Sets”, at the same time, that of the students is “International Career Coaching Program (ICCP)”.




Speaking on the figures to be onboarded for the programme, Dr Odon noted that the onboarding phase has started in the last two months on different platforms through briefing, engaging and interacting with participants about the programme.




On the gains, he noted that there is a massive gap between academia, research and industry and this cuts across all universities either federal, state or privately owned.




Dr Odom disclosed that one of the benefits of the programme is to practicalise the sizes and learning based on a robust framework, thereby impacting staff on capacity for them to be entrepreneural in their mindset, allowing them to communicate beyond their research papers to industries, among others.




He said that the students will expose the beneficiaries to career dimensions and routes, understanding their strengths and weaknesses and how they can improve on their mindsets thereby aligning their knowledge to market demands and how to solve problems in their immediate environment.




He noted that the programme is designed to be learning by doing things and at the end of the two months, participants will be amazed at their growth and achievements.




Speaking on the programme, the Director of the Technical and Entrepreneurship Centre (TEC), Prof. Raheem Adebimpe Usman, applauded the initiative and commended the rare opportunity given to the University as representative of the North Central zone for the programme.




Prof. Usman noted that a critical gap exists between academia and social marketing, stating that letting people know what you are doing is the beginning of success.




“The programme will let people know what we do in the University, which will also increase the income generated by the University”, he said.




He noted that the programme will also allow the University to leverage the student population including the undergraduates and postgraduates on how they can learn not only research but how to market themselves.




The Director, however, appreciated the University management for accepting the invitation to be a part of the programme and pleaded for continued support to make the programme a successful one.
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UNILORITE shines at All African Games




A 400 Level student of the Department of Kinect Education, University of Ilorin, Miss Sofiat Arinola Obanishola, has won a bronze medal for Nigeria at the ongoing 13th African Games in Accra, Ghana.




Miss Obanishola, who recorded this glowing feat penultimate Sunday (March 10, 2024), has succeeded in adding to the fortune of Nigeria at the Games, which is attracting the participation of athletes from all over Africa.




Reacting to the development, the Director of Sports, University of Ilorin, Prof. Tajudeen Olanrewaju Ibraheem, congratulated the UNILORITE for distinguishing herself at the Games.




He explained that Miss Obanishola is one of the several others produced by the University who are succeeding in combining academic work with positive extracurricular activities, particularly sports.




Prof. Ibraheem thanked the Vice Chancellor of the University, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, for the support the University administration extends to sports and athletes among the students and staff members of the University.




The Director, while calling for more support, assured stakeholders that students of the University would continue to do the University proud in local, national and international sports fiesta.
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UNILORIN assures stakeholders of quality service delivery




The SERVICOM Focal Officer, University of Ilorin, Mrs Omowumi O. Azeez, has assured both the internal and external stakeholders of the University of quality service delivery.




Mrs Azeez  specifically assured both the staff and students of the University of adequate service delivery, saying that no one would be denied of his or her rights within and outside the campus.




The SEVICOM Focal Officer gave this assurance last Wednesday (March 13,2024) while speaking with UNILORIN BULLETIN in her office.




She explained that the SERVICOM Unit is the engine of quality service in the University and therefore called on both staff and students of the institution to always report any poor service delivery and service failure on campus to the Unit for immediate attention.




The Focal Officer emphasised that students are free to  make complaints of any nature either formally or informally, without any fear of intimidation as she assured that action would be taken to redress the situation.




She also explained that efforts were ongoing to obtain the approval of the Vice Chancellor of the University, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, to install  complaints boxes across the University to enable students lodge their complaints about any form of service failure on campus.




Speaking further on the responsibilities of the SERVICOM Unit to Students, Mrs Azeez outlined some of the services that students can complain about when not given.




Such  complaints include when lectures are not delivered as scheduled; when students experience missing scripts/results/grades; when students academic grades are wrongly calculated and when anyone is not attended to or being treated nastily or unfairly by any staff member.




Other areas that can be complained about are when students are not allowed to access the library, when they do not get the value for their money for anything they purchased on the campus and when students don’t enjoy the essential amenities in any hostel accommodation; and when they are not given access to quality health services among others.




Mrs Azeez pointed out that the main activities of SERVICOM include monitoring the quality of service delivery by all service providers in places like Hostels, Library, Academic Support Unit, Security Unit, University Health Services, ICT among others.




She explained that the SERVICOM service providers are staff members of the University in different Faculties, Directorates, Divisions, Departments, Centres and Units of the University, offering a variety of services as part of their obligations to the clients/customers that include staff, tenured, contract, sabbatical, ad-hoc, adjunct, corp members as well as undergraduate and Postgraduate students among others.
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Jawondo counsels students on timely completion of programme




The Director of the Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies (CPSS), University of Ilorin, Prof. Abdulganiyu Ibrahim Jawondo, has enjoined the new students of the Centre to be serious with their studies in order to round off their programmes at the appropriate time.




            Prof Jawondo said this while speaking at the 2024 edition of the annual orientation programme organised  by the Association of Peace and Strategic Studies (ASPASS), University of Ilorin, penultimate Tuesday (March 4, 2024) with the theme “Navigating Peace Studies: Tips and Guidance”.




The Director noted that relevant facilities have been provided by the Centre to aid their acquisition of knowledge.




 He also disclosed that the “Better Life Foundation” instituted by the former First Lady of Nigeria, Mrs Maryam Babangida, has promised a prize for the best graduating Students of Peace Studies.




In his lecture on the topic, “Becoming Familiar with the New Environment”, Dr S. Raji congratulated the new students for being lucky among the pools of applicants who sought admission into the Centre. He thereafter lectured them on what would be expected of them during their postgraduate programme.




A Non Governmental Organisation, the ‘UN-POLAC FOUNDATION ‘ which sent a delegation led by Rev. Dr Ibitoye to the event, appreciated the Centre for allowing them to attend the orientation programme and expressed the desire to collaborate with the Centre.




Earlier in his welcome address, the President of the Association, Comrade Oguntade Oluwole Thomas, advised the students to embrace relentless curiosity as he admonished the new students to forge connections with their peers and mentors and to also collaborate, share ideas and cultivate a supporting academic environment.




While delivering her closing remarks, the Vice President of the Association, Comrade Abidemi Iluromi, eulogised the Director for his constant and fatherly support at all times. He also praised the staff members of the Centre for their open door policy and support.
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AbdulRaheem advocates collaboration among scientists




The Head of the Department of Chemistry, University of Ilorin, Prof. Modinah AbdulRaheem, has called for the eradication of every form of segregation among scientists in order to bring about greater scientific and technological productivity.




Prof. AbdulRaheem gave this advice recently while speaking at the Global Women Breakfast (GWB) organised by the Women in Chemistry (WIC), a division of the Chemical Society of Nigeria (CSN), Kwara State chapter.




The event, which was organised in collaboration with the American Chemical Society(ACS), was to celebrate this year’s edition of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemists (IUPAC) Day at the Boardroom of the Department of Chemistry, University of Ilorin.




Speaking on the theme “Catalyzing Diversity in Science”, the renowned scholar of Chemistry explained that it is very important for stakeholders to pursue and adopt integration instead of exclusion.




The don, who is also the Chairman of the UNILORIN Guest House Management Board, pointed out that it is important to explore the positive aspects of human complexity and heterogeneity by downplaying them through recognition, respecting, visualisation and honouring diversity rather than allowing such differences to create gaps among scientists.




Prof. AbdulRaheem noted that scientific progress essentially relies on problem-solving and collaboration among people of diverse experiences and areas of expertise, saying that such cooperation would always stimulate creativity and innovativeness.




She implored stakeholders to always support female scientists towards overcoming barriers, adding that when such is achieved it would lead to a remarkable improvement in research output and increment in revenue generation for national development, among other advantages.




The event, which attracted participants from far and near, was graced by many dignitaries including the National President of the CSN,Prof. Rufus Sha’Ato,who was represented by the Chairman of the Kwara State Chapter of CSN, Prof. S. O. Oguntoye; the Dean, Faculty of Physical Sciences, University of Ilorin, Prof Abdullahi Baba Alafara; a former Dean of the Faculty of Physical Sciences, Prof. U. B. Eke; the Head of the Department of Industrial Chemistry, Prof. F. O. Nwosu, and a former Deputy Director, Central Research Laboratories, University of Ilorin, Prof M. F. Zubair as well as the Coordinator of the Global Women Breakfast, Ilorin Zone, Dr A. Lawal, among several others.
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Akogun nominated for National Spokesperson of the Year award




The consistent and effective deployment of relevant strategic communication tools in the public image management of the University of Ilorin by the institutionâ€™s Director of Corporate Affairs, Mr Kunle Akogun, has earned him a nomination for the prestigious award of the “National Spokesperson of the Year”.




The award, which is organised by the Nigerian Institute of Public Relations (NIPR) in partnership with the Image Merchants Promotion Limited (IMPR), the publishers of PRNigeria and Spokespersons’ Digest, is reserved for outstanding public relations professionals in Nigeria.




Mr Akogun is among the 62 finalists  shortlisted from 224 entries for 21 award categories. 




In a letter addressed to the communication guru dated Monday, March 11, 2024, which was signed by the Chairman of the Planning Committee of the Awards, Mr Segun Mcmedal, the organisers of the event said that the award ceremony would hold on Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at the International Conference Centre, Abuja.




The Chairman, who congratulated Mr Akogun for being shortlisted for the prestigious awards, said that the award is the highest honour reserved for the celebration of “outstanding spokespersons in corporate communications, public affairs, politics, media, advocacy and other domains in Nigeria who have demonstrated outstanding eloquence, integrity and effectiveness in the discharge of their communication roles”.




 Mr Mcmedal explained that Mr Akogun becomes a potential winner of the award following the national recognition attracted by his consistent qualitative campaign objectives, clarity of strategy, storytelling and framing, engagement with the audience as well as the impact and effectiveness of the strategies deployed in giving the nation’s most sought-after University consistent favourable image.




He added that the award ceremony, which would be part of the forthcoming National Spokespersons Summit, would be unveiled by the Minister of Information and National Orientation, Alhajj Mohammed Idris Malagi.




Mr Akogun, who has garnered varied experiences in the field of Journalism and Public Relations before joining the services of the University in 2012, has, through the consistent deployment of strategic communication tools, complemented and projected the unrelenting efforts of successive administrations of the University to ensure that UNILORIN was transformed from a previously unranked institution to a foremost University, and indeed the most sought-after citadel of learning in Nigeria today.
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Egbewole hails IEDPU’s support for CILS




The Vice Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, has described the Ilorin Emirate Descendants Progressive Union (IEDPU), the umbrella sociocultural organisation of the people of Ilorin Emirate, as a veritable partner in the task of uplifting the University.




Prof. Egbewole stated this in a letter dated Monday, March 11, 2024, which was signed by the Registrar and Secretary to the Governing Council of the University, Mr Mansur Adeleke Alfanla and addressed to the National President of the IEDPU, Alhaji Abdulmumini Ayo Abdulmalik.




In the letter, a copy of which was made available to UNILORIN BULLETIN, the Vice Chancellor specifically appreciated the Union for responding to the call for support earlier made to it by the management of the institution’s Centre for Ilorin Studies (CILS), saying that IEDPUâ€™s release of the sum of  N300,000 to the Centre for the execution of a project is well appreciated.




He noted that the financial support would go a long way in assisting the Centre to accomplish a project it has embarked on.




Prof. Egbewole, who is also the Secretary-General of the Association of West African Universities (AWAU), noted, “There is no denial in the fact that the donation would go a long way in augmenting the expenses on the on-going project embarked upon by the Centre”.




The Vice Chancellor, who expressed the joy of the management, Senate, staff and students of the University on what he called “this invaluable gesture”, expressed the conviction of the nation’s most sought-after University that the Union would continue to support the institution to ensure its growth and development.




Recall that UNILORIN BULLETIN had on Monday, February 19, 2024 reported the advocacy visit of the CILS management led by its Director, Prof. Issa Olarongbe Sanusi, to the National President and members of the National Executive Council of the IEDPU a few days earlier.
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Aremu wants herbal medicine units in major hospitals




In consonance with the emerging global trends, a Professor of Pharmaceutics and Industrial Chemistry at the University of Ilorin, Isaac Olusola Aremu, has enjoined the Federal Government to come up with a policy to encourage the establishment of herbal pharmacy section in all health facilities in the country.




Prof. Aremu gave this advice last Thursday (March 14, 2024) while delivering the 252nd Inaugural Lecture of the University, titled “Drug Formulation as Essential Construct for Safe Delivery” at the institution’s Main Auditorium. 




The renowned scholar, whose Inaugural Lecture was the second to be delivered by a scholar of Pharmaceutical Sciences at the nation’s most sought-after University, advised that the herbal pharmacy section should run alongside orthodox pharmacy to enable the patient make a choice between the two.




Prof. Aremu explained that the policy, which is in practice in all the hospitals operating in China and many other countries of the world, should also be enacted in Nigeria.




The don specifically encouraged the authorities of the University of Ilorin to do the right thing by establishing a herbal pharmacy either at the institution’s Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences or at the Universityâ€™s Health Centre. He added that if this is done the University would be joining Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, which operates a “Village Chemist” where herbal medicines are sold and dispensed to those who desire them.




Prof. Aremu also called for the establishment of pharmaceutical raw materials manufacturing industries where synthetic and herbal raw materials can be processed for sale after being transformed into finished products.




While saying that the importance of the encouragement of his suggestion cannot be overemphasised, Prof. Aremu implored the government to grant such companies tax waiver of at least five years so as to encourage interested investors.




He also advised the government to put a tripartite arrangement in place, whereby government will be willing to purchase the non-sponsored patented products from researchers and invariably collaborate with manufacturing industries for their translation into commercial products.




Prof. Aremu also advised pharmaceutical companies across Nigeria to embrace locally available raw materials. He added that it is also important for such companies to encourage researchers by collaborating with them through the provision of grants as it is done in the developed countries.




In order to generate more competent hands in the field of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Prof. Aremu called for the introduction of the collegiate system in all Faculties of Pharmacy in the country to reflect contemporary realities. He added that such a system would enable the proposed Colleges to run programmes such as B.Sc. Herbal Medicine, B. Pharm, PharmD, among other degree programmes as obtainable in many countries of the world.




The Inaugural Lecturer also suggested the setting up of a Drug Research and Manufacturing Unit(DRMU) at the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Ilorin. He explained that it can be achieved through Public Private Partnership (PPP) arrangement, saying that it would be a goldmine venture for the University.




Prof. Aremu also encouraged the Federal Government to place a ban on the importation of raw materials and finished products, particularly products for the treatment of common ailments like Malaria, cough, haermorrhoids and infectious diseases.         




The renowned scholar also appealed to parents and guardians to invest in the education of their children and wards, saying that without the generous support of his parents he wouldn’t have attained the level he is.




Prof. Aremu also encouraged his colleagues in the academia to develop and sharpen their research skills. He explained that no matter the field of learning a scholar belongs to he needed to conduct continuous research in the interest of academic growth and general human development.




The lecture, which was presided-over by the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, who was represented by the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Management Services), Prof. Suleiman Funsho Ambali, was graced by dignitaries from far and near, including the relatives, friends, colleagues and students of Prof. Aremu.
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UNILORIN to host 3rd D-8 NPRI Summit




â€¦ as Egbewole inaugurates organising committee




The Developing-8 Organisation for Economic Cooperation (D-8) has accepted the offer of the University of Ilorin to host the 3rd D-8 Network of Pioneers for Research and Innovation (D-8 NPRI) meeting. The meeting, which would focus on research and innovation, would be attended by universities from Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey.




The approval, which was conveyed through a letter dated March 7, 2024, and addressed to the Vice Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN by the Secretary-General of D-8, Amb. Isiaka Abdulqadir Imam, confirmed the acceptance of University of Ilorin as the host of the proposed summit, scheduled for the second quarter of the year.




Ambassador Imam, in the letter, said that  the collaboration between the  University of Ilorin and D-8 underscores the importance of collective efforts in fostering research and innovation among member countries.




 The D-8 is an organisation, which focuses on key areas such as trade, industry, small and medium enterprises, agriculture, food security, transportation, energy, tourism, health, social security, education, and human resources development.




The Secretary General, who is also a multinational diplomat, expressed the hope that the University of Ilorin, which is renowned for academic excellence and commitment to innovation, would play a pivotal role in hosting a successful and impactful D-8 NPRI meeting, adding that the institution’s leadership and support are invaluable in advancing the collective mission of promoting research and innovation for sustainable development across the D-8 member countries.




Meanwhile, the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, has inaugurated a committee, under the Chairmanship of the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research, Technology and Innovation) Prof. Adegboyega Adisa Fawole, to organise the hosting of the Summit.




The Vice Chancellor said the hunger to host the world through the summit is to show the global community that the University of Ilorin is not only committed to academic and research excellence but also reinforces its position as a leading institution dedicated to advancing knowledge and fostering collaboration on a global scale.




Prof. Egbewole expressed confidence in the committee’s ability to plan a summit of high standards, noting that the event is expected to bring together experts, leaders, and visionaries from across the globe.




 Other members of the committee are the Registrar of the University, Mr Mansur Adeleke Alfanla; the Ag. Bursar, Mr Oba Abdulbarki; the Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and Technology, Prof. Jamiu Odusote; the Dean of the Faculty of Law, Prof. Nimah Modupe AbdulRaheem; and the Dean of the Faculty of Life Sciences, Prof. Patricia Omojasola.




The committee members also include the Dean of Postgraduate School, Prof. B. V. Owoyele; the Director of Corporate Affairs, Mr Kunle Akogun; the Director of COMSIT, Prof. Rasheed Jimoh; the Director of UNILORIN Consultancy Services; Prof. B. A. Raji; the Ag. Director of the Centre for Research Development and In-House Training (CREDIT), Dr. Abdulkareem Oloyede; the Chairman, UNILORIN Guest Houses, Prof. Modinah AbdulRaheem; and the Director of the Centre for International Education (CIE), Prof. Lateef Onireti Ibraheem. A Deputy Registrar, Mrs Mary B. Olayemi, will serve as the Secretary.




While accepting the responsibility, the Chairman of the Committee, who is also the Chairman, Ceremonials Committee of the University, Prof. Fawole, appreciated the Vice Chancellor for the confidence reposed in  him and all the members of the Committee.




Prof. Fawole, who promised not to disappoint the trust the Vice Chancellor has in him and his team, said that with the arrays of accomplished individuals that formed the committee, he was convinced that the Committee would succeed beyond expectations .
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POULTRY REVIVAL SCHEME:




Egbewole seeks grants, instead of loans, to varsities




The Vice Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, has urged the Federal Government and the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to provide grants instead of loans to the nation’s universities to enhance the Tertiary Institutions Poultry Revival Scheme (TIPRES).




Prof. Egbewole made this appeal last Tuesday (March 12, 2024) in his office while fielding questions from newsmen.




The Vice Chancellor highlighted the Universityâ€™s proactive approach towards the growth and development of the poultry industry in Nigeria’s tertiary education system through its Ggmax Poultry Farm initiative.




Prof. Egbewole explained that the grants will better equip the University in providing comprehensive training to staff members and practical experience to the students and ultimately contribute to the overall revival of poultry farming in the country.




The Vice Chancellor assured the government that the University would continue to uphold its culture of responsibility and non-abandonment of projects.




Speaking further on the University’s poultry project, Prof. Egbewole expressed the University’s determination to ensure the success of the TIPRES scheme.




He explained that the University is the only institution of higher learning that accessed a N600,000,000 loan repayable over a period of five years.




He added that the University has been religiously observing the quarterly payments of between N37,000,000 and N40,000,000, which is usually deducted directly from the source.




Prof. Egbewole pointed out that the cumulative interest and capital will be totalling over a billion  Naira at the end of the loan period.




The renowned Senior Advocate of Nigeria said that the University of Ilorin is like a Guinea pig to the scheme and the poultry, saying that poultry business is facing the challenges of  the rising price of poultry feeds, which has eroded a lot of the capital.




On his part,  the Chief Operating Officer of UNILORIN Ggmax Poultry Farm, Mr Gawati Adedayo, recalled that the farm was established in 2022 with 15,000 layer birds and 30,000 broiler with the vision to sell six tonnes every week of broiler meat and at present the layer pen has about 30,000 birds producing between 800 and 850 crates of eggs per day with each pen accommodating 5,000 birds.




Mr Gawati added that the challenges faced in the past five months have led to the folding up of about 50% of poultry farms in the country.




He, however, assured that the Ggmax is working towards ensuring the success of the project as he assured that the farm would soon  start earning the University revenue




Commenting on the significance of the farm project, Mr Gawati explained that the farm has been generating employment , particularly for the people of the host  community, saying no fewer than 100 individuals are engaged in various activities in the farm since its establishment.




He added that the positive economic impacts of the farm are also being felt by more than 5000 other individuals.




Mr Gawati said that Ggmax is profit driven and presently worth over a billion naira, adding that the products are sold across the country due to the quality and neatness of the birds.




He applauded the University management for having the courage to embark on the project and  making a success  of it.
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
Egbewole pledges continuous gender inclusivity
The Vice Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, has assured stakeholders that the University would continue to embrace gender inclusivity and diversity, saying that the institution would never discriminate against anyone or group but would continue to celebrate excellence and not gender.
Prof. Egbewole stated this last Friday (March 8,2024) while participating on a special interview programme on UNILORIN 89.3 FM as part of the celebration of this year’s edition of the International Womenâ€™s Day. The programme was anchored by the trio of the Head of the Station, Mr Idris Akintola Ibrahim (Alooma), Ms Bimbo Durojaiye and Mr Temitope Olawuyi.
The Vice Chancellor explained that the University decided to celebrate the International Womenâ€™s Day as a way of showing the importance it attaches to women interest as he stated that the University would henceforth be involved in the annual celebration of the Day.
He added that his administration would continue to change the narratives by celebrating anyone who deserves to be celebrated not minding the gender of the person involved.
Prof. Egbewole, who is also the Secretary-General of the Association of West African Universities (AWAU), explained that the University would continue to pay more attention to the interests of girls, ladies and mothers as he also explained that the participation of the University in the International Womenâ€™s Day is also to appreciate the female members of the University community towards the progress of the institution and the women at large.
He expressed the conviction that the University would be able to achieve and sustain its corporate objectives and particularly his vision 1:10:500 if women as well as men are encouraged to embrace them.
Speaking further, the Vice Chancellor explained that the University has not been discriminating against any gender, considering the fact that five of the 16 Faculties at the University are headed by females, which, he said, represents 30% of the number of Deans of Faculties. He also noted that 9 out of 16 Deputy Registrars of the University are female.
Prof. Egbewole went further to say that the Head of the University’s Legal Unit and the institution’s Director of Audit are both females among several others who are feholding key offices in the non-teaching cadres of the University.
The Vice Chancellor expressed delight that all the women occupying high positions at the University became what they are through personal capacities and not because they are specially favoured to get to the positions.
He added that it was the appreciation of the University for the capacities of the female members of staff that accounted for the encouragement a few of them were granted by the University to secure appointments as Chief Executives of sister universities. He cited the cases of the Vice Chancellors of the Federal University of Technology, Akure, Prof. Temidayo Oladiji; and the Fountain University, Osogbo, Prof. Ramota Olabisi Karim, who prior to their present positions were Deans of the Faculties of Life Sciences and Agriculture of the University of Ilorin, respectively. He added that the same conviction encouraged the University to support the bid of Dr Saudat Salah-Abdulbaqi to become a Council Member of the Nigerian Institute of Public Relations (NIPR) last year.
Prof. Egbewole also expressed delight with the rising profiles of the female alumni of the University including the Minister of Youth Affairs, Dr Jamilah Bio Ibrahim and Mrs Kemi Nandap, who was recently appointed as the Comptroller-General of the Nigeria Immigration Service.
The Vice Chancellor explained that in order to make life easier for female students and to produce more women who would make the University proud upon their graduation, the University allocate 70% of its hostels to female students so as to ensure that they are less vulnerable.
He added that the University would continue to relate with all its graduates not minding their gender so as to encourage them to give back to their alma mater.
Also speaking, Prof. Oluyemisi Fawole, Prof. Mistura Azeez, Prof. Adedoyin Omede, Prof. Patricia Omojasola and Prof. Nimah Modupe AbdulRaheem, who are Deans of Agriculture, Veterinary Medicine, Social Sciences, Life Sciences and Law, respectively, appreciated the Vice Chancellor of the University for his support.
They thanked the Vice Chancellor for leading members of the University management to celebrate the women folks, pointing out that they are assured that the female members of the University community would continue to work and act in a way that the University would always have reasons to celebrate them.
The special interview session was graced by the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic), Prof. Olubunmi Abayomi Omotesho; the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Management Services), Prof. Suleiman Funsho Ambali; the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research, Technology and Innovation), Prof. Adegboyega Adisa Fawole; the Registrar, Mr Mansur Adeleke Alfanla and the Director of Corporate Affairs, University of Ilorin, Mr Kunle Akogun, among others.
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Abdulbaqi tasks journalists on aggressive reporting of climate change




An Associate Professor of Mass Communication at the University of Ilorin, Dr Saudat Abdulbaqi, has urged journalists to aggressively report climate change and climate actions to mitigate its effects on the people.




Dr Abdulbaqi, who gave the charge last Thursday (March 7. 2024) at a Climate Change Journalism Workshop in Ilorin, said journalists should drive the issue of climate change in their daily reporting from different beats.




The Workshop was organised by Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative in conjunction with the Sobi FM Chapel of the Nigeria Union of Journalist (NUJ).




Dr Abdulbaqi said journalists were the last hope of the common man regarding creating awareness on how human activities caused climate change, especially in rural areas where they had little or no knowledge about it.




The Communication scholar said, â€œClimate change is not new, but we are shying away from taking decisive steps to mitigate it.




Dr Abdulbaqi, who is a Council Member of the Nigeria Institute of Public Relations (NIPR), said it was high time journalists learnt more about climate change; conduct research for the purpose of replication and dig deeper to know if the consequences of climate change could be prevented.




She added that journalists should pay more attention to stories and reports about climate change as it affects our way of life and existence.




On his part, one of the organisers of the Worksop, Mr Dare Akogun, who spoke on â€œFact Checking and Debunking Myths on Climate Change”, tasked the government on engaging experts while coming up with policies on climate change.




Mr Akogun, who is the News Editor, Sobi FM, Ilorin, said that journalists should be able to hold leaders and government accountable through their climate reports.




The expert on Climate Change reporting said journalists should, through their reports, open the eyes of the policy makers to what could be done to mitigate the effects of climate change in the society.




The well-attended Workshop drew participants from a cross section of journalists from print, electronics, and online media as well as government information outlets and non-goveenmental climate change activists.
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NIPR Spokesperson Summit: We must learn to communicate – Egbewole       




The Vice Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN, has applauded the commendable initiative taken by the President and Council Members of the Nigerian Institute of Public Relations (NIPR) towards organising a spokespersons summit dedicated to addressing the imperative for strategic communication in Nigeria.




While congratulating the NIPR for introducing the concept of the spokespersons summit, the Vice Chancellor said that we can never over-engage ourselves, especially in this period of our nationhood,adding that, â€œThe more we talk to ourselves, the more we communicate with ourselves, the better for us as a people”.




Prof. Egbewole shared this belief last Thursday (March 7, 2024) while receiving an advocacy team from the NIPR, which visited the University to brief him about the upcoming summit.




The Vice Chancellor, however, affirmed UNILORIN’s commitment to active engagement and understanding of pertinent issues.




 In support of the NIPR’s initiative, Prof. Egbewole pledged the University’s sponsorship of relevant staff for participation in the summit.




He encouraged all the staff members that would be sponsored by the University to step-down the acquired knowledge through a “train the trainers” approach to others who would not be participating.




While expressing gratitude to the NIPR, particularly the President and a Council Member, Dr Saudat Salah Abdulbaqi, for the consistent engagement with the University, the Vice Chancellor hoped that the love for the institution would be enduring.




The renowned Professor of Jurisprudence and International Law assured that UNILORIN would continue to nurture its relationship  with the NIPR.




Speaking earlier, the leader of the advocacy team and Commissioner for Communications, Kwara State, Mrs Bola Olukoju, who spoke through a Council Member of the Nigerian Institute of Public Relations, Dr Saudat Salah Abdulbaqi, said that the advocacy visit was to intimate the Vice Chancellor about the forthcoming spokespersons summit.




The summit with the theme “Change Narrative, Change Society”, the NIPR advocacy team explained that the summit is aimed at expanding the horizons of communication in the country and promoting positive societal transformation.




She explained that the essence of the summit is to address the critical need for strategic communication to foster development and peace in Nigeria as it was born out of rigorous research that was conducted across the nooks and crannies of the country.




She added, â€œAs a response, the council is hosting the inaugural spokesperson’s summit in Abuja from March 25 to 28. This gathering will bring together spokespersons from various sectors – private, public, and non-governmental organisations – to deliberate on moving the nation forward and addressing insecurity through effective communicationâ€™â€™.




Mrs Olukoju, therefore, solicited support from the Vice Chancellor to send staff from the University’s communication unit as participants, saying, they would come back better.




Joining the Vice Chancellor to receive the NIPR Spokespersons Summit Advocacy Team included the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic), Prof. Olubunmi Abayomi Omotesho; the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Management Services), Prof. Suleiman Folorunsho Ambali; the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research, Technology and Innovation), Prof. Adegboyega Adisa Fawole; the Registrar, Mr Mansur Adeleke Alfanla; the Ag. Bursar, Mr Abdulbarki Oba; the Director of Corporate Affairs, Mr Kunle Akogun; and the Station Manager of UNILORIN 89.3 FM, Mr Idris Akintola Ibrahim (Alooma), among others.
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