
 
 
 
 
 

Africa must unite, Cape Coast VC insists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

n what appeared to be an invocation of the spirit of the foremost Pan-Africanist, celebrated nationalist 
and first President of Ghana, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, a strident call has been made again to all 
Africans: Africa must unite!  

   
Making this call last Monday was the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cape Coast, Prof. Naana Jane 
Opoku-Agyemang, who reiterated the need for Africans to come together, address their common 
problems and find solutions to them because “the challenges are similar” all across the continent. 
 
Prof. Agyemang, who gave the charge while delivering her welcome address during the opening 
ceremony of the first University of Cape-Coast and University of Ilorin (UCC-UNILORIN) joint 
international conference on Culture, Science and Sustainable Development in Africa held at the 
Auditorium of the School of Medical Sciences, University of Cape Coast, described South-South 
cooperation especially at the regional level as imperative.                            (Contd. on page 2) 
 

Nigeria cannot afford to lose out, by Abubakar 
he Executive Secretary of the Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria (ARCN), Professor B.Y. 
Abubakar, has posited that fears and concerns expressed about the genetic modification of crops 
are unfounded.   
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He added that given the population growth in the world which is in 
geometric proportion, Nigeria cannot avoid investing in the genetic 
modification of food crops. 
 

The Executive Secretary, who was represented by Mr. Lapayan 
Yerima, made this observation in an address entitled 
“Biotechnology and Food Security in Global Economic Meltdown,” 
delivered at the opening ceremony of the Conference of the 
Genetics Society of Nigeria, held last Monday (September 28, 
2009) at the University of Ilorin.          (Contd. on page 4) 
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WE’RE AFRICA: A group photograph of the participants 
with traditional leaders, government officials and members of 
the diplomatic corps after the opening ceremony last Monday 
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Stakeholders stress South-South parnership 
She therefore urged other African nations and universities to advance partnership,  promote cooperation 
and deepen collaboration in order to move the continent forward.                                                                  
 

According to Prof. Agyemang, who is a Professor of English, Cape Coast particularly and the Central 
Region at large constitute the tourist and academic hub of Ghana. She expressed her happiness, on behalf 
of the University of Cape Coast, to welcome the University of Ilorin delegation, led to the conference by 
the President of the Association of African Universities(AAU) and Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede.  
 

The UCC Vice-Chancellor commended the initiative of her predecessor and former boss, Prof. Emmanuel 
Adow-Obeng, and Prof. Oloyede, on forging the partnership and reiterated her commitment to sustaining 
the mutually benefitial linkage, which had further led to the first-of-its-kind international conference.  
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UNITY NOW:L-R, Prof. Okebukola, Nana Agyensain, 
Prof. Oloyede, Prof. Obeng, Prof. Agyemang, UCC 

Council Chairman, Nana Kwesi Atta and Prof. Ayorinde 
last Monday at UCC 

Earlier in his Chairman’s Address, the immediate 
past Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cape 
Coast and Director of the Centre for International 
Education, University of Ilorin, Prof. Obeng, had 
noted that the international conference did not 
come by happenstance but was rather a product of a 
purpose-driven commitment. 
 

Prof. Obeng recalled that the University of Cape 
Coast and the University of Ilorin signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on July 3, 
2008, in order to establish academic linkage and 
educational collaboration so as to achieve mutually 
benefitial cross-fertilisation of ideas and 
educational achievements. 
 
He added that the two universities on August 13, 2008 futher signed another document spelling out some 
seven areas of joint academic and educational activities vis-a-vis: sabbatical leave/short  term stay; student 
exchange programme, joint supervision of graduate students, joint research projects at the institutional level, 
joint membership of editorial boards, establishment of journals as well as joint workshops, seminars and 
conferences. 
   
Prof. Obeng noted that the collaboration had some initial challenges and questions were raised on the 
benefits of linkage with a Nigerian university. “Some of us place a very low premium on or do not value 
linkages with African Universities. We prefer links with American, European Universties because staff 
exchange with such institutions involves travel to these countries which brings in some pocket change in 
dollars and euros. If it has to be African, then let it at least be South Africa, ” he said. 
 

According to Prof. Obeng, whose administration collaborated with the current administration of the 
University of Ilorin to forge the alliance, “if you look around this auditorium today at the array of scholars 
from Ghana, Nigeria and other parts of the world, it should be obvious to us that the linkage between the 
University of Cape Coast and the University of Ilorin can be benefitial, not only in terms of serious academic 
engagement but also networking and friendship. I believe that the West African sub-region needs this 
linkage and ours is going to make a tremendous impact on the sub-region”. 
 

In his goodwill message, the AAU President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq 
Oloyede, appreciated the management and staff of the University of Cape Coast for their reception and 
called for action at the end of the conference. According to him, “it is thus important that the submissions 
made at this conference should not end here. More than any other time, let’s walk the talk of purposefully 
examining the cultural, scientific and developmental challenges of Africa by practically making efforts in 
that direction. With this commitment on our part, Africa, our Africa, that lags behind in the march of 
humanity towards sustainable development, will get its bearing right and solve the problems of poverty, 
disease, illiteracy and development deficit that characterise much of it.”  (Contd. on page 4) 
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‘Let us leave the earth better than we met it’ 
he former NUC Executive Secretary, Prof. Peter Okebukola, has made a solemn appeal to Africans 
to leave the earth better than they met it just as he decried various forms of environmental 
degradation perpetrated in Africa. Prof. Okebukola made this appeal in his keynote address to the 

first UCC-Unilorin joint international conference last Monday (September 28, 2009) at the University of 
Cape Coast, Cape Coast, Ghana. 
 

According to Prof. Okebukola, who is an expert in environmental education and a past President of the 
National Association for Environmental Education, Nigeria, there are 6.7 billion people populating the 
earth and Africa, which has 30 per cent of the entire earth’s minerals, is one of the regions least sensitive 
to enviromental sustainability, through unsustainable fishing and hunting activities. 
   
In his paper, “Fostering Sustainable Development in Africa through Culture and Science”, Prof. 
Okebukola noted that the insights provided by culture and science are urgently needed in Africa to protect 
the earth from its mindless exploitation by its inhabitants. He warned that if human beings do not protect 
the earth, the earth will wipe them out. 
 

The Executive President of UNESCO’s African Network for Innovations in Higher Education further 
noted that while 34 of 50 nations on the UN’s list of least developed countries are in Africa, the situation 
can be addressed through the revival of African cultural values, promotion of science education and the 
formulation of policies by governments, institutions and agencies that will ensure sustainability in 
infrastructural, agricultural and development projects. 
 

In an equally well-received lecture, a participatory development consult and former lecturer at the 
University of Ilorin, Dr. Oluwayomi David Atte, took a swipe at the reductionism of  modenisation and 
flayed “the rate of adopting European models by jettisioning traditional culture being used to measure the 
level of ‘civilisation’ and ‘development’”. He called for humility on the part of the ‘experts’ and 
‘lecturers’, who according to him, have plagiarised so much of the knowlege of the people who they now 
percieve as ‘uneducated’ rural societies, having attained their new status through learning from them. 
    
In his paper, “Indigenous Knowledge, Culture and Sustainable Development in Africa”, a magnum opus 
of 80 pages of free flowing prose, including a 10-page bibliography, Dr. Atte rejected the prevalent 
colonialism of African minds and identity, which necessarily results in dependency, and submitted that 
the road to true sustainable development in Africa lies in reversing identity crisis and its resultant 
dependency and making People’s Science and technology take the driving seat in the drive towards 
progress. He canvassed the recognition of indigenous knowledge and advocated a participatory 
development model for Africa.  
 

“This involves Africans charting their own development roadmap designed to produce a distinctly 
African identity that can compete creditably in the global environment. The basis of this development 
must be Indigenous Knowledge, technical capabilities, physical and human resouces. In implementing 
this, Africans must decide on 
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Fast Facts File 
 Did you know? 
 

�  The language with the highest number of letters is Khmer 
(Cambodian) which has 74 (including some without any 
current use). 

 

�  Nigeria has an annual national wage bill of N1.3 trillion. 53% 
of this goes to the 774 local government areas in the country 
while 32% belongs to to the 36 states. The remaining 15% 
goes to the Federal Government and the Federal Capital 
Territory. 

 

appropriate western technology 
and ideas that can help achieve 
an African objective just like 
other cultures have borrowed to 
help their development without 
compromising their identity. 
The help from outside must be 
designed to stenghten and 
improve the local system, not to 
replace it. What is called for is a 
respectful partnership between 
IK and modern science,” he 
said. 

Monday       REPORT          October 5, 2009 
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If green revolution is gone, gain gene revolution  
(Contd. from front page) 
He described food security as the availability of food and access to it at all times when it is enough to 
maintain health, nourishment and productivity.  He disclosed that 854 million people are hungry all over 
the world saying that agriculture, economic productivity and poverty are all related.  
 
Prof. Abubakar also disclosed that if human beings are to meet the demand for food, they would have to 
produce in the next 50 years, more food than they had produced in the last 10,000 years because of the 
geometric rate of human population growth. He also revealed that in the year 2007, food price index rose 
by 40% and the United Nations’ food reserve decreased to 11%, the lowest since 1980 when the U.N. 
initiated its food reserve scheme.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
enter Nigeria through the door, the products will certainly enter through the windows as Nigeria cannot 
isolate itself in the global world of today. He noted that if Nigeria has lost the Green Revolution, no effort 
should be spared not to make it  at all lose out in the Gene Revolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He however sounded a note of warning that when genes are manipulated, caution should be the 
watchword. He emphasised the need to be aware of the ethics saying that the work of God is perfect and 
cannot be arbitrarily tempered with, it can only be appreciated through the study of genetics. 
 
In his address, the Chairman of the University of Ilorin Chapter of the Society and Local Organising 
Committee, Prof. J. A. Morakinyo, thanked the University administration for its support and contribution 
to the success of the two-day conference saying that the theme of the conference,  “Genetics in the 
Service of  Mankind”, was aimed at bringing to the fore the contributions of the relatively new area of 
research to mankind. 
 
NEW APPOINTMENT 

The Vice-Chancellor has approved the following appointment:  

Name Department Appointment Effective Date Duration  
Dr. L. Azeez Mass 

Communication 
Coordinator  24th  September, 

2009 
1year 
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The Secretary further noted that 25 countries produced 
biotech crops in the year 2008 including some African 
countries.  He highlighted other areas of biotech research 
which could be explored citing the example of Kenya which 
he said had invested into bio-fertilizers and bio-pesticides. 
 

He opined that a lot of the fears expressed over generic 
modification are unfounded and that Nigeria should regulate 
the movement of G.M. products across its borders rather than 
prohibit them saying that if G.M. products are not allowed to 
 

 

 

The don also highlighted some advantages of biotech crops 
which he said include: reduction of pressure on arable land, 
generation of employment, improved nutrition, protection 
and preservation of the ecosystem and eradiation of poverty. 
 
Speaking earlier at the occasion, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Management Services), Prof. Albert Olayemi, who 
represented the Vice-Chancellor, noted that the study of 
genetics has benefited mankind by practically improving life 
in the areas of fertility, agriculture and aesthetics.  Prof. Morakinyo delivering his address 

Prof. Olayemi delivering his address 
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Genetics will improve dairy in Nigeria – Retzttlaf  
r. Paul Retzttlaf of Shonga Dairies has posited that for Nigeria to meet its dairy needs, geneticists 
have a lot of work to do and a crucial role to play. 

 

According to the farmer, the best and the most cost effective way to do enhance diary potentials of the 
country is to improve the local Fulani cows by genetically manipulating their cross-breeding, improving 
their nutrition and thereby increasing their milk output, given that it costs N500,000 to ship a dairy cow 
into Nigeria.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Retzttlaf also called for the intervention of NAFDAC and Standard Organisation of Nigeria (SON) in 
the production of fura, wara and nunu in an hygyenic and organised manner in order to address cases of 
morbidity and mortality as a result of the consumption of local diary products. 
 

He opined further that for commercial milk production to be achieved in Kwara State, there is a need for a 
cow that can produce 10 litres of milk daily for 300 days. 
 

Mr. Rezttlaff called for the artificial insemination of cows and more research into the DNA of high 
yielding breeds of Fulani cows saying that Africa has some of the finest breed of cows but Africans have 
a predilection for not appreciating local qualities and resources that are abundant in Africa. 
 

At the conference, the Kwara State Commissioner for Information, Mr. Ben Duntoye, who represented 
the Deputy Governor, Chief Joel Ogundeji, as the Special Guest of Honour, said that biotechnology has 
now become a yardstick for measuring national development.  He also described Kwara State as one of 
the best states in commercial farming. 
 

Highlights of the occasion also included the launch of the Journal of Genetic Society of Nigeria. 
 

Monarchs endorse UCC-Unilorin academic marriage 
(Contd. from page 2) 
In their goodwill messages, the traditional rulers at the occasion, Nana Prah Ayensain VI, Chief of Assin 
Kusia, Central Region, and Osabarima Kwesi Atta II, the Onahene of Oguta Traditional Council, both 
lauded the initiative of the two universities and wondered why it was just coming. They however took 
solace in the saying that it is always better late than never. 
 

The Chief of Assin Kusia said he gave his royal blessings to the marriage between the two universities as 
‘solemnised’ earlier by Prof. Okebukola as he hoped that such bilateral relations would further cement 
and integrate Africans in general. He charged universities to maintain standard so that certificates 
awarded would be true testimonies of the character of the products. 
 

In his opinion, the Onahene of Oguta welcomed the conference and expressed optimism that such fora as 
the UCC-Unilorin conference would break the artificial barriers created by colonialism among African 
nations made up of just one people. He also hoped that the outcome of the conference would advance the 
cause of African development. 

M 
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The foregoing was part of the submission made by Mr. 
Retzttlaf in his paper, “Genetics and Sustainable Live 
Stock Production” presented last Monday at the 33rd 
Annual Conference and General Meeting of the 
Genetics Society of Nigeria, held at the University of 
Ilorin.  
 
The dairy farmer described as strange, the fact that 
Nigeria has a very minute dairy economy and made a 
case against the importation of milk which is funded by 
oil revenue, a non-renewable source, against location 
production.   
 Mr. Retzttlaf presenting his paper 
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Walking on top of the forest 
ll work without play makes Jack a dull boy’, a famous adage says. It was perhaps in 
upholding this maxim that the participants at the UCC-Unilorin first joint conference took 
time off the stress and strain of academic brainstorming and intellectual engagement last 

Wednesday (September 30, 2009) to visit some places of tourist attraction in the Central Region of 
Ghana. 
 
While some of the participants went to Cape Coast and Elmina Castles to have what the Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, described as an “emotional journey” into the history of slavery and man’s 
inhumanity to man, some, especially those who had been to the Castles before, like the Vice-Chancellor, 
opted for the Kakum National Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Orientation programme for new staff holds  

he University of Ilorin, through its Centre for Research, Development and In-House Training 
(CREDIT), is organising an orientation programme for its newly-recruited academic and non-
teaching staff next week. 

 
According to a statement signed by the Registrar, Mrs. Olufolake O. Oyeyemi, the Programme is 
scheduled to hold at the University of Ilorin Auditorium between October 13 and 15, 2009. 
 
Two of the topics to be addressed by resource persons, who are internally and externally sourced, are 
“Communication Strategies/ Self-Rating – Personality Rating Scale” and “The Concept of Leadership and 
Effective Time Management.” 
 
The programme begins each day at 9:00 a.m.  
 
All concerned staff are advised to take note and attend punctually. 
 

‘A 
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At the National Park, a breath-taking expanse of thickly 
decidous forest, the tourists were led by the forest guide into 
the inner recesses of the vast park, showing them different 
species of flora spread across the natural site. 
 

All kinds of trees, some as tall as 40 metres, some big and 
imposing, some tall and graceful, populate the forest. The 
oldest tree in Kakum is 400 years old  and many of them are 
well over 200 years. 
 

The most spectacular part of the visit was a long one-way 
walk over the Canopy Walkway where the whole forest, 
with tourists standing 40 metres above the ground level on a 
shaky bridge suspended with thick ropes. There they were 
able to take a panoramic view of the dense forest. 
 

The Canopy Walkway was constructed by two Canadians 
and two Ghanaians with twines in order to cross/move from 
one part of the forest to the other, far from the reach of 
snakes and other reptiles.  
 

If anyone wants to walk on top of the forest and climb 
beyond the leaves, Kakum National Park is the right place to 
be.  
 

LET’S WALK: The VC on the Canopy 
Walkway in the Kakum National Park last 

Wednesday  
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DAY 1: Getting to Ghana 
he prospect of the trip created an instantaneous excitement on campus. Even the deaf could see the 
blind hear.  The University of Ilorin would, for the first time in its history, be sponsoring a large 
number of participants for a conference in another country. The University would sponsor it fully, 

from transportation, flight bookings and logistics, pick-up at airport, accommodation, feeding and return. 
It never happened for a large number as 64 staff, which eventually dwindled to 43. Everyone was fully 
excited. That the University is fully committed to research is not a just a slogan, someone said. Those 
who needed to finish their papers burnt the midnight oil. Those who didn’t submit abstracts wished they 
did. For a friend of mine who would travel out of the country for the first time, he just couldn’t wait for 
Sunday to come. 
 

Sunday morning at eight, all legs were assembled at the GRA University Staff Quarters. The delegation 
melted into the various buses and the journey to Lagos began. In my bus, dominated by young lecturers, it 
was all fun. I had obtained some eight dailies of the day and people read along as we analysed Nigeria, 
reacted to reports, discussed Ribadu, Yar’Adua, Nigeria versus Ghana, El-Rufai, ASUU, mention it. 
Academics are very passionate about most things and we all disagreed about one thing or the other. 
 

We arrived Lagos by noon and after some dawdling at the airport and loitering around, the departure time 
secretly arrived and we passed through the boring rituals of boarding. It was a faily big Arik airbus. My 
previous flights to Ghana had been through Aero Contractors. As if they knew my preference, they still 
placed me at the window, my favourite position in the plane. I never got tired of wondering how 
vulnerable we humans are as the plane shot like a rocket and plunged defiantly into the Lagos skyline 
around 5:30 p.m. I held my breath and said the final prayers. Someone had likened an airplane to a coffin. 
If I survived this again, God, I would be grateful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After doing justice to the much needed dinner, participants dissolved into their various rooms at Elmina 
Beach Resort, Institute of Education Chalets, Sasakawa Chalets and Nokas Hotel, which is a stone-throw 
to the University. Those of us that couldn’t get internal accommodation were in Nokas, which was a 
blessing because there was an uninterrupted internet access and lots of laughter over there.  
 

We woke on Monday to a breakfast of bread, eggs and tea after which we proceeded to the Medical 
School Auditorium for  the first day of the First Joint Conference of the University of Cape Coast and 
University of Ilorin. The opening programme was most memorable. After some delay, the programme 
eventually started. The Dean of Arts, Prof. K.K. Kuupole, who was in the University of Ilorin, anchored 
the programme and connected easily with the audience. The occasion was chaired by the former Vice-
Chancellor of the University and Director of the University of Ilorin Centre for International Education, 
Prof. Emmanuel Adow-Obeng. 
 

T

We were soon in the bowels of the clouds. Below us 
was a white mass of wool. I probed deeper and I could 
see the tiny buidings below like match boxes. Then, 
we were on top of the Atlantic and there below us was 
an ocean liner appearing like a kid’s paper boat. And 
we continued until we arrived the Ghanaian airspace 
and then Katoka International Airport came into full 
view. We were in Ghana! The wheels were released 
below my seat and the plane landed with a soft stud, 
followed by a crazy speed. 
 
A big luxury bus of the University of Cape Coast was 
sitting comfortably nearby and we crossed the road to 
board it. The journey to Cape Coast began and many 
of the occupants dozed away. We arrived Coast Coast 
to a dinner of rice, fried tilapia and chicken. 

 
HOUSEMATES: l-R,  Dr. Bolarin, Dr. Muhammad-

Lawal, Engr. Ajimotokan, Dr. Ajao, with messrs Peter, 
Adedimeji, Steven and Engr. Deinkeh 

Monday       FEATURES      October 5, 2009 
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The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cape-Coast, Prof. Naana Opoku Agyemang, welcomed us, the 
Better By Far  group to the University of Choice. She underscored the significance of the collaboration and 
indicated it was desirable that it is sustained. Her speech readily reminded one of Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, the 
great Ghanaian leader whose centenary birthday was marked by the whole country a week earlier and 
underscored ‘Africa must unite’. The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin and President of the 
Association of African Universities, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, urged us all to “walk the talk.” He canvassed action 
after the talk of the conference and linked the inter-relationship of the component parts of the theme: culture, 
science and sustainable development. 
 
The mercurial Prof. Peter Okebukola soon mounted the podium. He was the keynote address speaker. I 
couldn’t wait to listen to this resourceful and dynamic intellectual giant, who the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
Oloyede, following the creative grammar of his son, had earlier described as the “Chairmen” of at least three 
University Councils, a term others subseqently adopted, a one-man plural! Prof. Okebukola is the Pro-
Chancellor and Chairman of Council of Crawford University, Osun State University and the University of 
Education, Ikere-Ekiti. 
 
Prof. Okebukola, I had told those who had not listened to him before, has the uncanny ability to hold his 
audience spell-bound. He has a compelling mastery of the art of lecture delivery and an impressive command 
of ICT to reinforce his presentation, a resource that makes his presentations edutaining and fascinating. He 
started by appreciating and solemnising the holy academic matrimony between the two Universities and 
presented statistics to justify his asserion that the two universities are in the league of the best in their 
countries. He asked if there was anyone opposed to the academic marriage between the two universities and 
there was no objection.  
 
As a starter, he told the story of the monkey and the lion, the Ghanaian lady and the Nigerian man who 
pretended to be animals in a London zoo in the 80’s in order to make ends meet. When one day the monkey 
mistakenly fell into the lion’s den and wanted to remove the costume to speak to her legs, so to say, the lion 
groaned, “my sister, don’t worry, I am an African like you.” The audience exploded with laughter and the 
message sank that Ghanaians and Nigerians are just one people. After delving into the concepts of culture, 
science and sustainable development, he observeed that the theme is “apt, relevant and timely” and noted that 
his submission was not a mere rhetoric. He projected the CNN clip of African leaders discussing the theme 
recently and added that if we do not sustain our environment, eventually, we will soon wipe ourselves out of 
the world as we did to the dinosaurs. He ended his presentation with another story, saying that he had said his 
own, his listeners were free to do what they liked and draw their conclusion. 
 
He said a teacher wanted to teach his students practically the effect of alcohol. He got some earth warms in 
two glasses and poured water and alcohol in the two. The warms in the water glass swam and those in the 
alcohol glass wreathed and soon died. He asked the students what they thought of alcohol and one student 
indicated he knew the answer. “Sir, the experiment you carried out is good. It has demonstrated to us that 
alcohol is good for us as it would help to kill the warms inside us!” There was a thunderous applause as the 
keynote speaker took his leave. The analogy was very instructive as I had always had to deal with people who, 
no matter how clear and unambiguous the evidence is,  would still find justification to hold on to the dictates 
of their preconceived sentiments or prejudices. 
 
There was a short tea break and what would be another interesting and intellectually enriching academic 
engagement followed. It was a stimulating Plenary Session chaired by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Unilorin, 
Prof. Kolade L. Ayorinde and the Pro-Chancellor of the University of Cape Coast, Prof. Haruna Yakubu. 
There were three presenters. Prof. Jophus Anamua-Mensah discussed “Crafting a Sustainable Approach to the 
Development of Science and Technology in Sub-saharan Africa”. While Prof. S.Y. Mensah highlighted 
“Nanotechnology and Sustainable Development”, Dr. Oluwayomi David Atte probed into “Indigenous 
Knowledge, Culture and Sustainable Development.”   
 
After a day of inspiring lectures, shaking hands and meeting people, Monday night fell on the Vice-
Chancellor’s residence where participants were treated to a cocktail. It was after eating and drinking that we 
were conveyed back to our rooms and the first day of the conference bade the world bye. 
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Professors laud UCC-Unilorin conference  
he Chairman of the University of Ilorin Local Organising Committee for the UCC-Unilorin joint 
conference, Prof. J.O. Atteh, has expressed satisfaction with the participation of the University of 
Ilorin delegation and the entire programme describing the whole experience as worthwhile. 

 
While thanking the Vice-Chancellor for the encouragement he gave to staff to attend the conference, Prof. 
Atteh noted that based on what he heard from Unilorin lecturers after they returned from their various 
Departments with which they interracted and forged further academic partnerships with their Cape Coast 
colleagues, he was sure that collaborative research efforts among lecturers would soon be the aftermath of 
the  conference. 
 
Also speaking after the conference, the Dean of Arts, Prof. Z.I. Oseni, described the conference as one of 
the greatest things to have happened to the University of Ilorin as a research-driven university. 
 
He remarked that the University of Ilorin would have to do its work and improve on the first conference 
when next the University is hosting the conference.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T

Unilorin in the News 
(Contd. from page 10 ) 

�  Notable members of the media and Unilorin Community have poured encomiums on Mr. Doyin Mahmoud 
during his fidau. 

 (‘Round of tributes at Doyin Mahmoud’s fidau’, same as above, p.20)  
�  The fidau programme for the late Head of Mass Communication Department has been captured in pictures. 
 (‘Fidau for late Mallam Doyin Mahmoud’, same as above, p.25)  

�  The Supreme Court of Nigeria has slated the judgement on the 44 former lecturers of the University of 
Ilorin for the 11th of December, 2009. 
(‘Unilorin 44 know fate on December 11’, The Nation, Tuesday September 29, 2009, p.8)  

�  A newspaper report has come out with some assumptions over the case of a University of Ilorin student 
who committed suicide. 

 (‘Kazeem’s final plunge to death’, This Day, Wednesday September 30,2009 p.59) 
�  The University of Ilorin has commenced the 2009/2010 academic session with upgraded facilities to 

enhance the learning environment. 
(‘Unilorin begins 2009/2010 academic session’, The Nation, Thursday October 1, 2009 p. A3) 

�  The University of Ilorin ceremonials committee has unveiled plans for the 25th Convocation and Founder’s 
Day anniversary ceremonies. 

 (‘Committee rolls out convocation plans’, ‘UNILORIN File’, same as above, p.A5) 
�  A Senior Lecturer in the Department of Medicine, Dr. Ibrahim Katibi, has won a Commonwealth 

Fellowship to the United Kingdom. 
 (‘Lecturer wins Commonwealth Fellowship’, same as above) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has approved the appointment of 
Heads of Departments in various Faculties. 

 (‘New appointments’, same as above) 
�  The Registrar of the University of Ilorin, Mrs. Olufolake Oyeyemi, has called for adequate processing of 

circulars by the heads of units responsible for such circulars. 
 (‘Staff to sign for circulars’, same as above) 

�  The Director of Academic Planning, University of Ilorin, Prof. AGAS Oladosu, is expected to be the guest 
lecturer at the Oke-Ola Oro 250 million naira development fund launch. 
(‘Oke-Ola Oro launches N250m development fund’, The Herald, Friday October 2, 2009, p.6) 

�  Mr. Mubarak Adekilekun Tijani of the Faculty of Law, University of Ilorin, has been elected Treasurer of 
the Kwara State Branch of the Nigerian Bar Association. 

 (‘New NBA leader states priority’, same as above, p.7) 
�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has presented a keynote address at 

the FOMWAN Conference in Ogun State. 
 (‘Ogun hosts FOMWAN Conference’, same as above, p.24) 
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�  The University of Ilorin community and eminent personalities across the nation converged on Oke-
Ode for the Fidau prayers for the repose of the late Head of the Department of Mass Communication, 
Mr. Doyin Mahmoud. 
(‘Fidau held for Doyin Mahmoud’, The Herald, Monday September 28, 2009, p.3) 

�  The University of Ilorin has planned to sponsor 64 members of its staff to a conference on ‘Culture, 
Science and Sustainable Development in Africa’ at the University of Cape Coast. 

 (‘Unilorin sponsors 64 to Ghana for Conference’, same as above, p.7) 
�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has called on the Nigerian 

Government to engage labour unions in dialogue over the lingering issues on remuneration. 
 (‘Oloyede urges government to dialogue with unions’, same as above) 

�  The Herald newspaper has described the era of Mr. Doyin Mahmoud as the Editor of its titles as the 
golden era of The Herald.(‘Editorial’, same as above, p.9) 

�  A photo news page has been dedicated to the Fidau prayer for the late Head of Mass Communication 
Department, Mr. Doyin Mahmoud. 

 (‘Faces at late Doyin Mahmoud’s Fidau’, same as above, p.14) 
�  The University of Ilorin has revealed plans for the 25th convocation ceremony of the institution 

between the 19th and the 23rd of October, 2009. 
 (‘Unilorin convocation comes soon’, same as above, p.23.) 

�  The Dean of Student Affairs at the University of Ilorin, Prof. Suleiman Abdulkareem, has revealed that 
the University of Ilorin has erected a variety of structures for the enhancement of learning. 

 (‘Lecturer tasks students on hardwork’, same as above, p. 23) 
�  A tribute written by Mr. ‘Yemi Adurotoye has described Mr. Doyin Mahmoud as a great man who 

came, saw and conquered. 
 (‘Mahmoud: a giant goes home’, same as above, p.26) 

�  Honourable Kola Yusuf, representing Oyun/Offa /Ifelodun Local Government of Kwara, has called for 
the immortalisation of late Mr. Doyin Mahmoud for his role in the Nigeria media. 
(‘Immortalise Doyin Mahmoud, legislator pleads’, The Nation, Monday September 28, 2009, p.10  
also ‘Rep wants media to immortalise Mahmoud,’ The Guardian, Tuesday September 29, 2009, p.7) 

�  The opening ceremony of the 33rd Annual Conference and General Meeting of the Genetics Society of 
Nigeria was held today at the University of Ilorin, where the guest lecturer, Prof. B.Y. Abubakar, 
spoke on ‘Biotechnology and food security in global economic meltdown’. 
(NTA Ilorin news @ 7:00p.m, Monday, September 28, 2009)  

�  The Supreme Court of Nigeria begins hearing on the 44 former lecturers of the  University of Ilorin 
whose is before it.  
(‘Unilorin 44: legal battle resumes: National Pilot Monday 28 Wednesday 30th September 2009, front 
page)             (Contd. on page 9) 

 

Quote s of the Week  
Live your life each day as you would climb 
a mountain. An occasional glance towards 
the summit keeps the goal in mind, but 
many beautiful scenes are to be observed 
from each new vantage point. 
  –Harold B. Melchart  

The highest hurdle to cross is your own 
mindset.        -   Plutarch 

�   The Dean of Student Affairs, Professor Suleiman 
Abdulkareem, has advised students to cultivate 
good study habits right from the beginning of the 
session and disallow distractions. 
(‘Unilorin Dean advises students as new session 
begins’, Sunday Guardian, September 27 2009. 
p.53) 

�  The hearing on the ‘Unilorin 44’ whose case is still 
pending will begin on Monday the 28th of 
September at the Supreme Court. 
(‘Unilorin 44: Battle at Supreme Court begins’, The 
Nation on Sunday, September 27, 2009, p.7. 
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