
 
 
 
 
 

Yar’Adua, Egwu, applaud Unilorin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

he President and Commander in Chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces, Alhaji Umaru Musa 
Yar’Adua, has commended the University of Ilorin for clearly  establishing “itself as one of 
Nigeria’s foremost universities” and “remaining faithful to the lofty ideals of the founding fathers 

of the institution”. 
 

President Yar’Adua gave this commendation in his address delivered at the 25th convocation ceremony of 
the University of Ilorin that was held last Friday (October 23, 2009) at the University Auditorium. 
 

In his address, read by the Deputy Governor of Kwara State, Chief Joel Ogundeji, who stood in for the 
Representative of the President at the occasion, Governor Bukola Saraki of Kwara State, President 
Yar’Adua urged other universities to emulate the University of Ilorin.  He said that the stable academic 
calendar maintained by the University “has had the effect of engendering the requisite peaceful and 
harmonious environment that makes for optimal learning, research and productive intellectual pursuit”. 
           (Contd. on page 2) 

Mani charges government on unemployment  
he Chairman of Council and Pro-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Alh. Tukur Mani, has 
urged the federal government to address “the worrisome problem of graduate unemployment in the 
country.” 
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Alh. Mani made this appeal in his address at the 25th 
Convocation ceremony of the University that held last Friday 
(October 23, 2009) at the University of Ilorin Auditorium. 
 

“In the past, it was difficult for the existing universities to 
produce enough graduates to meet the manpower needs of the 
nation.  But times have changed.  With about 96 universities in 
the country churning out graduates yearly, the labour market 
appears saturated leaving many graduates unemployed.  We 
urge government to look into this problem which is capable of 
snowballing into crisis as the restiveness of the youth cannot be 
caged at all time”, the Pro-Chancellor said. (Contd. on page 4) 
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 Unilorin is a model for others – Yar’Adua 
(Contd. from front page) 
According to the President, who is also the Visitor of the University, “I am pleased to note that the 
University of Ilorin has embarked on massive planting of teak trees, mangoes and citrus fruits for 
commercial and research purposes”.   
 

He congratulated the graduands and their families and noted that the evolution of a viable system is a 
collective responsibility while success can only be assured in an atmosphere of peace, understanding, 
tolerance, integrity and sobriety.  “These are the core values and ideals which stand the University of 
Ilorin out as a model”, the President said. 
 

 
 
According to the Minister, the Governing Council, the University Management are commendable for 
being alive to their responsibilities.  “My special commendation goes to the very capable, dynamic and 
visionary Vice-Chancellor Professor Is-haq Oloyede.  They have significantly moved the University 
forward to the admiration of all and sundry.  I must not fail, to also commend the staff and students for 
creating a conducive atmosphere on campus for productive academic activities”. 
 

While urging the University, which he said has been blazing the trail in showing the light, not to relent on 
its mission, the Minister noted that the Federal Government is now poised to revamp and reposition the 
Tertiary Education sub-sector to an enviable level.  He said the ETF (Education Trust Fund) High Impact 
Intervention Fund, of which the University of Ilorin is a beneficiary, “is a reflection of the determination 
and commitment to enhance and anchor scholarship in select Tertiary Institutions for now.  Some other 
universities, with the passage of time, would be upgraded”. 
 

Earlier in his address, the Chancellor of the University, HRM Dr. Benjamin Ikenchukwu, Keagborekuzi I, 
the Dein of Agbor Kingdom, had commended the remarkable achievements of the University 
administration.  He expressed his joy to announce that, unlike what he reported at the convocation last 
year, the Federal Government had constituted a new council which comprised “people of proven 
integrity, demonstrable knowledge, vast experience and experts in their respective fields of endeavour, for 
the University, under the Chairmanship of Alh. Tukur Mani, the Tafarkin Katsina.  
 

Unilorin honours two retiring staff 
s part of the 25th convocation ceremonies, the grand finale of which was held last Friday (October 
23, 2009), the authorities of the University of Ilorin, just as they did last year for others, have 
honoured two of their staff who retired this year.   

 
 
 
 

 

A

 
In his goodwill message at the occasion, the Honourable 
Minister of Education, Dr. Sam O. Egwu, began by saying that  
in his capacity as the Minister, he is proud of the University of 
Ilorin, declaring that he is “pleased beyond description” to be 
part of the ceremony. 
 
Dr. Egwu observed that although the University of Ilorin is one 
of Nigeria’s second generation universities, it has nevertheless, 
attained the status of the first generation universities.  “This 
university has distinguished itself in teaching and research, and 
in character and learning”, he added. 
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L-R: The Registar, the Chancellor, the 
Vice-Chancellor, the DVC (Academic) and 

the DVC (Management Services)  

They are Prof. M.L. Emiola, a former Head of Physical and Health Education Department and incumbent 
President of West African University Games (WAUG) and Mr. S.S. Sinkaye, a former Deputy Registrar in 
the Student Affairs Unit of the University. 
 
While presenting the merit awards and gifts to the retirees, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Management 
Services), lauded both for their meritorious services to the University describing the event as just a token 
of appreciation by the University of Ilorin. 
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Rains of tribute as Unilorin fetes Banjo 
he longest serving Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ibadan and former Pro-Chancellor and 
Chairman of Council University of Ilorin, Prof. Ayo Banjo, has been honoured by the University. 
 

At the send-off party organised to appreciate the erudite Professor Emeritus of English last 
Wednesday (October 21, 2009) at the Chancellor’s Lodge, the Principal Officers of the University took 
turns to pay tribute to the foremost don and university administrator. 
 

In his opening remarks, the Chairman of Council, Alh. Tukur Mani, commended the former Council 
headed by Emeritus Prof. Banjo, on its “excellent performance”.  He noted with pleasure that the previous 
Council had contributed tremendously to the physical development, peace and academic stability on that 
the University of Ilorin now enjoys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prof. Oloyede said Emeritus Prof. Banjo, who is a former Chairman of the Committee of Vice-
Chancellors, had brought his rich experience of the University system to bear on the leadership of the 
Council, saying that he led the Council ably and successfully. 
 

While giving the toast at the occasion, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Management Services) described 
Emeritus Prof. Banjo as an eminent and distinguished academic.  He pronounced the former Pro-
Chancellor of the University of Port-Harcourt, Emeritus Prof. Banjo, as a democrat, an orator and a great 
teacher who is worthy of emulation. 
 

Prof. Olayemi used the occasion to dissect the meaning and conditions of ‘toast’, which he said should 
precise, agreeable and accompanied by clinking filled glasses, as he urged all the audience to ensure 
compliance.  He said every decision taken in the Council headed by Emeritus Prof. Banjo was based on 
consensus and the former Prof-Chancellor was very humble and ready to learn.  According to him, it is 
said that “he who is too big to learn will be too small to lead” and Emeritus Prof. Banjo was a listening 
leader. 
 

In his response, the Professor of English noted that his Council served between 2005 and 2007 for two 
years before it was dissolved.  He said the Council he headed was grateful for “being honoured for just 
two years”, which made him full with gratitude. According to Emeritus Prof. Banjo, the Council he 
chaired met a lot of challenges when it came on board but it was through the spirit of oneness that the 
Council members were able to overcome the challenges. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

T

Fast Facts File 
 Did you know? 

·  In the 2009 May/June Senior School Certificate Examination 
results released by WAEC last month, only 25.99%, about 356,981 
of the total 1,373,009 candidates that partook in the examinations 
recorded five credits including English and Mathmantics, meaning 
that 75% of the candidates failed. 

·  For National Examinations Council results, only 10% or 126,500 of 
the 1,200,765 candidates for the 2009 examinations passed in five. 
 

“Not only that, we all brought our 
different disciplinary backgrounds 
to bear in the Council, which 
helped us to achieve all we did”, 
he said. 
 

In his vote of thanks, the Deputy 
Vice-chancellor (Academic) Prof. 
Kolade L. Ayorinde thanked 
allthe previous and present 
Council members who graced the 
occasion. 
 

The Pro-Chancellor added that the University of Ilorin has a 
big name anywhere one goes in Nigeria and said his 
Council would continue to consolidate on the gains made 
and foundation laid by the Banjo-led Council. 
 

In his remarks, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, 
submitted that Emeritus Prof. Banjo represents one the very 
best that that the academic system can produce.  He 
described the former Council Chairman as a pride to the 
University of Ilorin and Nigeria. 
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L-R: Emeritus Prof. Banjo, his wife, Alh. 

Mani, Prof. Oloyede, Prof. Ayorinde 
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Compensate Unilorin staff, Mani urges FG  
(Contd. from front page) 
Speaking further, Alh. Mani indicated that the needs of the country today are not just graduates that are 
conditioned by training but those who are independent, creative, resourceful and who can put their talents 
to the best advantage, especially in this period of economic recession.  He added that it is towards 
providing a way out of the problem that the University of Ilorin had introduced entrepreneurial skills as a 
compulsory course for the university students. 
 
According to the Council Chairman, who is also the Council Chair of Hassan Usman Katsina Polytechnic, 
Katsina, the breakthroughs of the University of Ilorin had been achieved by the collective sacrifice of the 
staff members.  He therefore called on the Government to specially compensate all categories of the 
University staff for maintaining the hallowed tradition of academic and moral excellence for which the 
University is reputed.  
 
“Mr. President Sir, a happy and highly motivated workforce is a necessary ingredient for the growth and 
development of any institution.  The University of Ilorin staff who have toiled for eight consecutive years 
and refused to participate in any strike to ensure stability in University education in Nigeria deserve some 
material compensation by Government,” he pleaded. 
 
Also speaking at the occasion, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, in his address, tagged “Why 
We Want What We Want” congratulated the 3,876 first/degree/diploma and 1,491 higher 
degree/postgraduate diploma graduands of the University as he urged them to face the challenges that 
their new status had conferred on them.  
 
Prof. Oloyede urged African and Nigerian leaders to continue to work hard to solve the problems of the 
continent and Nigeria, saying that it is only through education that the various challenges can be address 
and that “why we want what we want is that we desire to accelerate the pace of national development 
through our contribution to the human capital of the country, our greatest asset as a nation”. 
  
According to Prof. Oloyede, who is also the President of the Association of African universities (AAU), 
“more than any other time in history, human beings appear to be on the tinderbox.  Humanity is 
confronted by unprecedented challenges posed by climate change, economic meltdown, social 
contradictions and outright wars, small scale or large scale, to mention but a few.  Africa especially has 
more than a fair share of the contemporary challenges and to us, it is only through proper education, the 
one that is efficient and consistent, that we can surmount the daunting tasks that confront the world, 
Africa and Nigeria.  Why we want what we want is that the future of humanity lies in the youth of today 
and without education, the youth have neither today nor tomorrow.” 

 

Balogun’s daughter weds  
atimoh Oyindamola Balogun, daughter of Mrs. R.O. Balogun of the Department of Business Law, 
Faculty of Law, University of Ilorin, is getting married to her heartthrob, Umar Onaolapo on 
Saturday 31st October, 2009.  

 
The wedding programme begins with the engagement ceremony at 1st Avenue, Temidire Egbejila Road, 
Obanisuwa, Airport, Ilorin at 10 a.m.   
 
The Nikkah ceremony comes up at 12’o clock at the Government Day Secondary School, Egbejila Road, 
Airport in Ilorin. 
 
All members of the University community are invited. 
 
 
 

F
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Chancellor extols Unilorin students 
he Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, HRM, Dr. Benjamin Ikenchukwu, Keagborekuzi I, the 
Dein of Agbor Kingdom, has described the University of Ilorin students in superlative terms, 
saying that they are the type of leaders Nigeria needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He added that he found himself looking forward since the beginning of the year to the Convocation period 
when he would have to come and meet the University of Ilorin community as he is always filled with joy 
to be identified with the gallant strides of the University. 
 

“The quality of the students of this University is high.  The humility, the passion, the merit they have are 
incomparable”, the youthful monarch said. 
 

The Chancellor added a piece of advice to the University management.  “You have set an extremely high 
standard.  I don’t want you to be quiet about your achievements.  Let the world know what you are doing 
here”, he suggested. 
 

Performing Arts Theatre opens with Hello Prisoners!  
he time was past seven in the evening when artistic fireworks began exploding at the inaugural 
play staged at the new Performing Arts Theatre of the University of Ilorin on Tuesday, the 20th of 
October, 2009. 

 

The Department of Performing Arts students on this occasion staged a play, Hello Prisoners! written by 
Prof. Ayo Akinwale, their Head of Department, on the occasion of the commissioning of the Performing 
Arts Theatre and the 25th anniversary and convocation ceremonies of the University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaking at the end of the play, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, remarked that when the 
University system is able to come up with such plays as the one presented, then the University is 
functional in playing one of the roles expected of it. He  urged the audience not to laugh off the lessons of 
play as he urged the audience to imbibe the lessons taught by the play.   
 
The immediate past Chairman of the University of Ilorin Council, Emeritus Prof. Ayo Banjo, commended 
the versatility of the actors.  He also praised the University administration for the development on the 
campus which he said happens practically on a daily basis. 

T

T
The play explores the phenomenon of entrapment as the reality and 
consequence of social ills plaguing the nation.  From the military 
Head of State whose freedom exists within the confines of his high 
walls and security details, to the prisoners who lost their right to 
freedom because of their action which run counter to the laws of the 
land on account of greed, indiscretion, oppression or crime, every 
one in the society is projected as a hostage and victim of the times 
he/she lives in. 
  A scene from the play 
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The Chancellor, who is also the Vice-Chairman of the 
Delta State Traditional Rulers Council, made this 
disclosure in his remarks at the Convocation Luncheon 
last Friday (October 23, 2009) to end the week-long 
convocation ceremonies. 
 
The Dein of Agbor Kingdom, who the Minister of 
Education, Dr. Sam Egwu, had earlier described as the 
youngest monarch in the world, commended the 
University of Ilorin submitting that it is “extremely 
remarkable”.  
 

L-R: Mrs. Oyeyemi, Dr.Mrs. Oloyede, Prof. 
Oloyede, HRM Dr. Ikenchukwu and Prof. 

Ayorinde at the occasion 
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Unilorin is God’s own university – by Oyeyemi  
he Registrar of the University of Ilorin, Mrs. Olufolake O. Oyeyemi, has described Unilorin as God’s 
own university. 

 
Mrs. Oyeyemi made this submission while appreciating the guests, staff and students of the University, 
for making the 25th convocation ceremonies a success last Friday at the convocation luncheon. 
 
The Registrar especially thanked the wife of the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. (Mrs.) Raheemat Oloyede, for 
supporting her husband who spends many hours till late in the night in the office so as to move the 
University forward. 
 

Also speaking at the occasion, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, said he agreed with the 
submission of Unilorin being God’s university because it is only God that had destined the University to 
be great and unique.  Prof. Oloyede gave three examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He also considered it important that the former Vice-Chancellors of the University are always working 
with the present Vice-Chancellor as he commended the presence of Profs. S.O. AbdulRaheem and S.O. 
Amali.  He said in some other places, the predecessors and their successors engage in bickering and are at 
daggers drawn at one another.  He said that was another manifestation of God’s love for the University of 
Ilorin. 
 
The Vice-Chancellor also used the case of the Chairman, Ceremonials Committee which organised the 
weeklong event, Prof. Job O. Atteh, as a symbolism of God’s own interest in the University of Ilorin.  
The Vice-Chancellor described Prof. Atteh as special, saying that he is someone with whom he contested 
the  Vice-Chancellorship who is as qualified as he is, and has been working hand-in-hand with him all the 
way, often bearing a lot of pressure, in order to lift the University to greater heights.  As the audience 
applauded in support of the submission,  Prof. Oloyede said Prof. Atteh is a rare Nigerian and a further 
testimony of the University of Ilorin being God’s University as earlier said by the Registrar. 
 

Home Economics begins catering service 
he Department of Home Economics, through its Catering and Hospitality Unit, has begun the 
operation of food service to the University community.  

 
In a statement signed by the acting Head of the Department, Dr. (Mrs). O. R. Karim, members of the 
University community are enjoined to call on the Department for “a classic service of your Food and 
Beverage during departmental, Faculty and Committee meetings and other gatherings within the 
Campus.”  
 
Some of the food items available for order at the Department include, egg roll, meat pie, jam doughnut, 
doughnut, scotch egg, Samosa, spring roll, sausage roll, fried/jollof rice with chicken, side salad, fruit 
salad, bithday cake, among others.  
 
A trial, the Department believes, would make its prospective customers ask for more. 
 

T 

T 

According to the Vice-Chancellor, the University is blessed with 
those who are selfless.  He described how, during the 
commissioning of the 12 projects the previous day, the Minister of 
Education, Dr. Sam Egwu and the Chancellor, HRM Dr. Benjamin 
Ikenchukwu in their Excellency and Majesty joined others in the 
University bus as they moved from one project site from one end of 
the University to the other. 
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Presidential Address to the 25th Convocation Ceremony of the University of Ilorin by President 
Umaru Musa Yar’Adua 

PROTOCOL 
t gives me great pleasure to address the 25th Convocation of the University of Ilorin and also 
participate in the Founder’s Day’s activities of this institution that has clearly established itself as one 
of Nigeria’s foremost universities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
I must commend the Governing Council, Senate, Staff and students of the University of Ilorin (ILORIN), 
past and present, for remaining faithful to the lofty ideals of the founding fathers of the institution. 
 
This commendation is especially deserved when it is considered that UNILORIN has consistently 
maintained a stable academic calendar over the past eight years.  This has had the effect of engendering 
the requisite peaceful and harmonious environment that makes for optimal learning, research, and 
productive intellectual pursuit.  It is my hope that other universities will emulate the positive example of 
UNILORIN. 
 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, the role of the university in national development has become even 
more critical with the on-going global economic crisis which has adversely impacted national economies 
across the world, including Nigeria.  It is expected that our universities will rise to the challenge of 
effectively partnering with the Federal Government in coming up with a structured response to the crisis. 
 
Our Administration has been consistent in stressing the principal place of human capital development in 
ensuring sustainable growth and development in all facets of our national life.  Our quest to transform 
Nigeria into one of the world’s twenty largest economies by 2020 is largely dependent on our ability to 
create the right environment for our vibrant youth to maximally realize their creative and productive 
potentials. 
 
This informs our determined efforts to continue to meet our obligation to our universities.  The recent 
Federal Government Special Intervention Fund of a total of N5.5 Billion for six selected Universities, 
including the University of Ilorin, is a reflection of this commitment.  It is the policy of my 
Administration to remove observed inadequacies in the area of funding and enhance the productive 
capacity of Nigerian Universities.   Fortunately, the industrial dispute between the Federal Government 
and the Academic Staff Union of Universities has been resolved to the satisfaction of all stakeholders. 
 
Given the realities of the times, our universities need to restructure and realign their priorities with the 
imperatives of our national development objectives.  There needs to be renewed focus on the innovation 
and creativity required to enhance the functionality and competitiveness of our universities.  In addition, 
concerted recourse to creative fund raising initiatives to complement Federal Government funding should 
be the preoccupation of the Councils and Managements of our universities.  I am pleased to note that the 
University of Ilorin has embarked on massive planting of teak trees, mangoes and citrus fruits for 
commercial and research purposes. 
 

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, the task of building and evolving a viable 
political, economic, social and educational system, which will launch the country into reckoning, is our 
collective responsibility.  Success can only be assured in an atmosphere of peace, understanding, 
tolerance, integrity and sobriety.  These are the core values and ideals which stand the University of Ilorin 
out as a model. 
 
In a special way, I congratulate all of today’s graduands for successfully completing their various courses 
of study.  I also share the day’s joy with the parents, friends, and families of our graduands whose 
supportive efforts have made this day a reality.  
 
Your Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to conclude by once again 
commending the Chancellor, Council, Management, Staff, and all other members of this community for 
their tireless efforts in developing the University of Ilorin into a true centre of academic excellence. 
 

May Almighty God continue to bless Nigeria.  Thank you. 
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THE TIME IS NOW 
�

Text of the Address Delivered by the Vice-Chancellor, University of Ilorin, Professor Is-haq O. Oloyede, 
on the Occasion of the Opening Ceremony of the First International Conference on Islamic Banking and 

Finance at the University of Ilorin Auditorium Tuesday, October 6, 2009 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you all to this special conference. Our University has played host to scores 
of conferences, especially in recent months, but the conference we are formally beginning today is in a 
class of its own. It is special in the sense that for the first time in recent years, we have many nationals of 
many countries, based on the information available to me, including Saudi Arabia, United States, United 
Kingdom, Russia, France, Qatar, Pakistan, Sudan, Guinea Conakry, Iran, Australia, Indonesia, 
Bangladesh and others, pardon me if your country is ommitted, converging on the University for one of 
the core components of our mission - research. I want to thank our distinguished conference participants 
from all over the world and I want to appreciate the Department of Islamic Law and its parent Faculty of 
Law for the efforts invested in attracting this conference to the University. 
 
Permit me to begin with a story, which is actually the family story. When Lord Denning, reputed as The 
Law, was growing up, he was taught that law and religion were separate entities, two parallel lines that 
never meet. Denning learnt that law, which consists of rigid rules that must not be questioned whether 
they are right or wrong but should rather be obeyed, governs our dealings with fellow human beings 
while religion concerns our dealings with God, the things of the next world only, not things of now. A 
little learning is said to be a dangerous thing; so after a lot of learning, as Lord Denning tells us in his The 
Family Story (1981 p.183), he came to realise he had been brought up on what he calls “a false 
philosophy”. He emphasised the truth that “without religion, there can be no morality; and without 
morality, there can be no law.” He adds further in the same book thus: “if religion perishes in the land, 
truth and justice will also. We have already strayed too far from the faith...Let us return to it, for it is the 
only thing that can save us.” I think the time is now to hearken the call of Denning. 
 
The above story came to my mind because like Denning, many of us have been brought up on a “false 
philosophy” that Islam is only good for the middle ages or the cave-dwelling nomads and all those 
fanciful pontifications about it. But unlike Denning, not many of us are ever able realise the truth that he 
came to eventually. Nothing can be further from the truth than saying that Islam is not relevant to the 
present age. In fact, it is a blasphemy at best and heresy at worst. The real truth is that there is no time that 
humanity needs Islam and its time-tested principles and precepts more than now.  The Islamic law, 
Islamic finance, Islamic banking, Islamic politics, Islamic education, Islamic medicine, etc. are all aspects 
of Islam, which I am in a position to know as a Professor of Islamic Studies, offer practical solutions to 
our contemporary problems. The world appears only to be looking at one direction, the direction of the 
West, and as Chinua Achebe once told us, if you continue to look at one direction, your neck will become 
stiff. Are we not stiff-necked even as academics? Have we not, as unions or associations, reduced the 
solution to a complex problem to a single option? 
 
It is in the light of the foregoing that I think the theme of this conference, “Islamic Financial Services: 
Emmerging Opportunities for Law/ Economic Reform of the Developing Nations” is crucial and 
appropriate. The world is undergoing an acute financial meltdown due to the greed of some people in the 
developed world. That the whole global economic system is paying the price is an open truth  that needs 
no evidence. Apart from deepening our insights as members of the academia, I think this conference 
provides us a rare opportunity of looking at problems with Islamic lenses. The time is now for all to re-
strategise, re-think and re-position the troubled financial system locally and globally to the benefit of all 
humanity, not just the privileged few. The Islamic model definitely offers a refreshing paradigm for 
critically examining the current situation and it is very essential that the world turn its focus towards the 
Islamic direction to arrive at solutions. 
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In essence, it is desirable that the developing nations look inwards and use their resources, their culture, 
their religion, their science, their technology to redeem their current economic situation and not depend 
solely on others to help them. Heavens help only those who help themselves. The banes of development 
are injustice, corruption and ignorance. The path to progress lies in the entrenchment of the rule of law, 
promotion of good governance, abolition of corruption in the polity and the advancement of functional 
education that enlightens the mind, invigorates the body and illuminates the soul. If our developing 
nations can, even if for a trial, give the Islamic economic system and its subsidiary Islamic banking a 
chance, I have no doubt that they will be better for it. 
 

Let me at this juncture commend the leadership of the Central Bank of Nigeria for the bold initiative it 
has recently taken to revamp the banking sector. If we may call a spade a spade, rather than call it a 
shovel, the past weeks have clearly revealed that our hallowed banking halls had been filled with financial 
mismanagement and a travesty of ethical practice. To remove the rot that had grown in the system 
requires uncommon courage and determination, which the Central Bank has demonstrated within the past 
few weeks. Consolidating the gains of the reforms lies partly in injecting Islamic financial discipline in 
the system and making Islamic banking work. I understand it works well in the United Kingdom, not to 
talk of many Muslim/Islamic countries. 
 

Finally, I welcome you to Nigeria, the most populous African nation, filled with abundant talents and 
natural resources. I welcome you Kwara State, the state of harmony. I welcome you to the University of 
Ilorin, where we are better by far in character and learning. I wish you all a happy stay in Ilorin. Please 
spare some time to go round our campus and let us know your feelings. We are committed to being better 
in what what we do and we are anxious to know your suggestions and note your comments. 
Thank you for your attention and may Allah’s peace be upon you all. 
 

This is the best decision we made, by Banjo  
he former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ibadan  and immediate past Chairman of the 
University of Ilorin Governing Council, Emeritus Prof. Ayo Banjo, has revealed that the most 
important decision members of his Council took was the recommendation of Prof. Is-haq O. 

Oloyede as the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin.  
 

Prof. Banjo gave this disclosure in his remarks at a send-off party organised for him by the University of 
Ilorin as part of the Convocation ceremonies last Wednesday (October 21, 2009). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Prof. Banjo disclosed that the University of Ilorin enjoys the support of the State Government such that 
one would think it is a state university.  He added that the support given to the University by the Emir of 
Ilorin would also make one think that Unilorin is a municipal university.  He described the University of 
Ilorin as fortunate noting that he knows other communities where federal institutions do not enjoy the 
type of goodwill and support that the University of Ilorin enjoys. 
 

While reflecting on his tenure as the Chairman of Council, Prof. Banjo disclosed that their main concern 
was to make the University of Ilorin a first class university.  He added that “the business of the Council is 
to strengthen the hands of the Vice-Chancellor. 
 

T
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The Emeritus of Professor of English said he often visits 
websites of Nigerian universities and he is pleased that the 
University of Ilorin website is one of the very best in Nigeria. 
 
Speaking further, the former Pro-Chancellor said, “Oloyede is 
a star; he is in fact stellar.  I want to say that the most 
important decision the Council made was to recommend him.  
He began by picking the race and accelerating the pace of 
development in the University early.  He is a workaholic; and 
he is blessed with workaholic lieutenants”. 
 

 Prof. Oloyede 
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Unilorin in the News 
(Contd. From page11) 
�  While fielding questions from journalists last Monday at the eve of the 25th convocation ceremonies, the 

Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has disclosed that 20,000 certificates of 
old graduands of the University are still yet to be collected by the former students. 
(“20,000 certificates yet to be collected at Unilorin – VC”, Daily Trust, Friday, October 23, 2009.p.9) 

�  The University of Ilorin has organised its 25th convocation ceremony where President Yar’Adua urged 
universities to be innovative in generating more funding. 
(KWTV news @ 6:30 p.m,Friday, October 23, 2009) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has disclosed that 20,000 certificates are yet to be collected 
by graduands of the University despite many appeals to them. 
(“20,000 certificates yet to be collected at Unilorin – VC”, The Punch, Friday, October 23, 2009.p.11) 

�  A moment in the 25th convocation ceremony of Unilorin last Friday has been frozen in a published photo. 
(‘A cross-section of graduating students...’, Saturday Tribune, October 24, 2009. p.9) 

�  Both the President, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua and the Minister of Education, Dr. Sam Egwu, have 
lauded the University of Ilorin for its academic excellence and uninterrupted academic calendar. 

    (‘Strike:Yar’Adua, Egwu laud UNILORIN on achievements’, Saturday Independent, Oct. 24, 2009. p.4) 
�  President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua has tasked Nigerian universities to rise to the occasion of addressing global 

challenges just as he urged them to be innovative in generating funding for themselves. 
(‘Yar’Adua asks universities to address global challenges’, Vanguard,  Saturday, October 24, 2009) 

�   President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua at the 25th convocation ceremony of the University of Ilorin last Friday 
had called for a renewed focus on the innovation and creativity required to enhanced functionality and 
competitiveness in the university system. 
(‘Yar’Adua charges varsities to get priorities right’, Saturday Punch, October 24, 2009, p. 14). 

�  The Chairman of Council, University of Ilorin, Alh. Tukur Mani, has stated that Peoples Democratic Party 
supports the nomination of Prof. Charles Soludo and lauded the management of the University of Ilorin for 
entrenching peace and discipline on campus during the 25th convocation ceremonies. 
(‘Anambra 2010: No going back on Soludo’s choice – PDP’, Saturday Punch, as above.) 

�  At the 25th convocation ceremonies of the University of Ilorin that held last Friday, President Yar’Adua had 
urge universities to be creative and innovative in raising funds to complement government effort. 
(‘Yar’Adua: varsities must fund themselves’, Nigerian Compass, Saturday, October 24, 2009. p.9) 

�  Two graduates of the University of Ilorin, Mr. Umar A. Oseni and Dr. Nafiu B. Abdulrazaq have emerged 
best students in their respective Master’s degree programmes in comparative laws and medical science at the 
25th convocation ceremony of the International Islamic University, Malaysia. 
(‘Unilorin graduates emerge best in Malaysian varsity’, The Guradian, Sunday, Oct. 25, 2009. p. 53) 

�  The photograph of the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Registrar of the University of Ilorin at the 24th 
convocation ceremony has been re-published.(Photograph, the Guardian, same as above)� The Nigerian 
universities have been urged by President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua to partner the federal government in 
finding solution to the global economic crises. He said this in his address at the 25th convocation ceremony 
of the University of Ilorin.  
(Yar’Adua challenges varsities on economic crisis’, The Herald on Sunday, October 25, 2009, pp.1&2) 

�  The Nigerian universities have been urged by President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua to partner the federal 
government in finding solution to the global economic crises. He said this in his address at the 25th 
convocation ceremony of the University of Ilorin. 

 (‘Yar’Adua challenges varsities on economic crisis’, The Herald on Sunday, October 25, 2009, pp.1&2) 
�  The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has commended the Governor of Kwara State, Dr. Bukola Saraki, 

on the tremendous improvement of power supply in the state which has helped the University a lot. 
    (‘Our gains from Ganmo project – Unilorin’, same as above, p.6) 
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Unilorin in the News 
(Contd. From page12) 
�  Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, the Vice-Chancellor of Unilorin, has disclosed that the University has about 

20,000 certificates yet to be collected by products of his institution. 
 (‘Graduates advised to collect their certificates’, same as above, p.4) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, has explained that the University puts the interest of 
its students at heart when pressing its demands with government. 

 (‘Why we didn’t participate in ASUU strike Unilorin VC’, same as above) 
�  The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Ishaq Oloyede has expressed his satisfaction over the achievement 

recorded by the University of Ilorin. 
 (‘We are making progress’, same as above) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has disclosed that embargo on professional 
programmes will soon be lifted by the University having substantially cleared the backlog of students’ 
results.   
(‘Unilorin begins professional programmes again, same as above) 

�  A Unilorin graduate of Law has emerged as the best student at the Nigerian Law School. 
 (‘Unilorin student best at law school’, Nigerian Compass, Wednesday October 21, 2009, p.17) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has directed students to open personal accounts to 
receive Industrial Training Fund allowance. 

 (‘VC lauds payment of SIWES allowance’, same as above, p.22) 
�  The University of Ilorin is graduating 81 Ph.D. students during the 25th Convocation and prize giving 

ceremonies 
 (‘Unilorin to graduate 5, 367 students’, same as above, p.24) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has revealed that his University 
has benefited a lot from the Ganmo Power sub station. 
(‘Ganmo power station saves Unilorin N5m monthly, National Pilot, Thursday  22nd- Sun 25th October, 
2009, p.2) 

�  The University of Ilorin has produced 3,076 bachelor’s degree holders and 1,491 postgraduate 
students. 

 (‘Unilorin churns 3, 876 graduates, others, same as above, p.14) 
�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has reiterated the concern of the University over the 

need for stable academic calendar in the University system. 
(‘No regret for not participating in strike, says Unilorin VC’, Daily Independent, Thursday October 22, 
2009, p.8) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has highlighted the improvements recorded by his 
institution in the last academic year. 
(‘Unilorin VC lists achievements over one year’, Nigerian Tribune, Thursday October 22, 2009, p.32) 

�  The Federal Government of Nigerian and ASUU do not agree on the issue of Unilorin 49 (sic). 
(‘Govt. Okays 50% pay rise for University teachers’, The Nation, Thursday Oct. 20, 2009, front page) 

�  The University of Ilorin and the University of Cape Coast in Ghana are to jointly establish African 
Centre for Culture, Science and Sustainable Development. 
(‘Unilorin, UCC to establish center, Unilorin file, The Nation, Thursday October 22, 2009, p.B2. see 
other stories including “Lecturer wins German Fellowship”, “Graduates come top in Asian varsity”, 
“Convocation holds tomorrow” on the same page). 

�  The University of Ilorin has started six new programmes including Home Economics, Food Science, 
Library Science, Information and Communication Science, Telecommunication Science and Chemical 
Engineering. 

 (‘Unilorin counts blessings ahead of convocation’, same as above, p.B4) 
�  The University of Ilorin Christian Union Alumni has scheduled its end of the year celebration for the 

28th of November, 2009. 
 (‘Unilorin Christian Union’, This Day, October 22, 2009, p.7) 

�  The former Chairman of Unilorin Council, Prof. Ayo Banjo, has been described as one of the best 
products of the Nigerian academia. 

 (Unilorin fetes council members’, The Herald, Friday October 23, 2009, p.5)  (Contd. On page 10) 
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Unilorin in the News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  The Chairman of Ilorin South Local Government Area, Barrister Lanre Daibu, has noted that the 
location of the Unilorin School of Preliminary Studies in Fufu has brought development to the hitherto 
rural community. 

 (‘Nation’s most stable public University’, same as above, p.21) 
�  27 students from the Republic of Benin are participating in the English Language immersion 

programme in the University of Ilorin. 
 (‘Unilorin gets 27 international students, same as above, p.24) 

�  Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, the Vice-Chancellor of Unilorin, has remarked that promotion of rule of law and 
abolition of corruption along with the introduction of Islamic finance system are measures that will 
address economic meltdown. 

 (VC Proffers solution to economic meltdown’, same as above. p.25) 
�  The 25th convocation ceremony of the University of Ilorin will begin on Monday the 19th of October 

and last throughout the week culminating in the award of degrees on Friday the 23rd October, 2009. 
 (‘Unilorin 25th convocation begins today’, same as above) 
�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede has invited members of the 

public to the 25th convocation ceremonies of the University, which started with a press confrence 
today.   (Radio Kwara news @ 3:00 pm. Monday, October 19, 2009) 

�  The University of Ilorin has begun its 25th convocation ceremonies with a press briefing  addressed 
today by its Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede. 
(NTA Ilorin news @7:p.m, Monday, October 19,2009) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has said that the University, by not joining the strike 
actions called by ASUU, is exercising its academic freedom at this stage of its institutional existence. 
(‘UNILORIN: VC gives reason for not joining ASUU strike’, New Nigerian, Tuesday, October 20, 
2009.p.19) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has reiterated that strike actions as the only weapon of 
resolving labour disputes should be reconsidered. 
(‘Why Unilorin opposed ASUU strike, by VC’, The Guardian, Tuesday October 20, 2009, p.7) 

�  The visitor to the University of Ilorin, President Umaru Yar’adua, is to commission projects completed 
in the last 12 months in the University of Ilorin. 
(‘Yar’adua to inaugurate 12 projects in Unilorin’, Nigerian Tribune, Tuesday October 20, 2009, p.8). 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has remarked that the institution has a profound sense 
of probity and posterity will vindicate the University. 
(‘Unilorin will never join ASUU strike, says VC’, The Vanguard, Tuesday October 20, 2009, p.14). 

�  The Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Information Science produced 3 first class graduates each. 
(‘Unilorin produces 13 first class’, The Herald, Wednesday October 21, 2009, front page.) 

Quote s of the Week  
From the sublime to the ridiculous there is 
only one step          —Napoleon Bonaparte 
 
Continuous effort, not strength or 
intelligence, is the key to unlocking our 
potential                           – Liane Cardes 
 
Serenity isn't freedom from the storm, it is 
peace within the storm.  If you continually 
give then you will continually have. 

-  Anonymous            
 

�   The Provost of the College of Health Sciences, 
Prof. Bababode Bojuwoye has remarked that the 
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, 
demonstrates excellence of University governance.   
(‘As Unilorin commences 25th Convocation’, 
National Pilot, Monday 19th Wednesday 21st 
October, 2009, p.3) 

�  Faith Osezua Osisi, a student of the University of 
Ilorin, has remarked that Computer Based Testing 
introduced in the University has almost eliminated 
examination malpractices. 
(‘Unilorin’s great leaps in development’, The 
Herald, Monday October 10, 2009, p.20.) 
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