
 
 
 
 
 

25th convocation ceremonies begin today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ll roads lead to the University of Ilorin as the 25th convocation ceremonies of the renowned better 
by far university begin today with the Vice-Chancellor’s Press Briefing, coming up at the 
Auditorium Basement by 10:00 a.m. 

 

At the Press Briefing, the Vice-Chancellor is expected to brief the media on the highlights of the 
University activities during the 2008/2009 session and field questions from the press. He will also use the 
forum to invite the press and the general public to the week-long ceremonies.          (Contd. on page 2) 
 

Unilorin, UCC to establish African Centre 
he authorities of the University of Ilorin, Nigeria, and the University of Cape Coast, Ghana, have 
resolved to establish an African Centre for Culture, Science and Sustainable Development. The 
Centre is intended to promote the ideals of sustainable development through a number of 

interventions such as research, advocacy, public education, culture, etc. 
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This development is coming on the heels of the 
suggestion made by the AAU President, Prof.  Is-haq O. 
Oloyede, that the submissions made at the first joint 
conference of the two universities should not end at the 
conference and the two universities should be committed 
afterwards to“examining the cultural, scientific and 
developmental challenges of Africa by practically 
making efforts in that direction.”  
 
According to a communiqué issued at the end of the first 
joint conference organised by the two universities 
between last September 28 and 30, this year, the two... 
     (Contd. on page 4)  

SUSTAINABLE PARTNERSHIP: L-R, Prof. 
Okebukola, Nana Agyensain, Prof. Oloyede, Prof. 

Adow-Obeng, Prof. Opoku-Agyemang, UCC Council 
Chairman, Nana Kwesi Atta and Prof. Ayorinde at the 
first joint UCC-Unilorin conference in Ghana recently 

WE STAND FOR EXCELLENCE: L-R, Unilorin 
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Oloyede, the Chancellor, 
HRM, Keagborekuzi I, and the Registrar, Mrs. 

Oyeyemi, at the 24th convocation ceremony last year 
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Unilorin upbeat for 25 th convocation ceremonies  
(Contd. from front page) 
The activities of the 25th convocation are as follows: 
 

1. MONDAY, 19TH OCTOBER, 2009 

 Event:            VICE-CHANCELLOR’S PRESS BRIEFING  

Venue: University Auditorium 

 Time:  10.00 a.m. 
2. TUESDAY, 20TH OCTOBER, 2009 

 Event:  CONVOCATION PLAY  

 Title:  “ Hello Prisoners!” by Ayo Akinwale 
 Venue: New Performing Arts Theatre, Main Campus 
 Time:  7.00 p.m. 
3. THURSDAY, 22ND OCTOBER, 2009 

 a) CONVOCATION LECTURE 

Title : “Magna Charta Universitatum: The Spine of World Universities” 
Lecturer: Bastian Baumann,  

Secretary-General,  
Magna Charta Observatory, Bologna, Italy 

  Venue: University Auditorium 
  Time:  12.00 noon. 

 b) COMMISSIONING OF NEWLY COMPLETED PROJECTS BY THE   
  PRESIDENT, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA AND VISITO R OF THE  
  UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN, ILORIN 
  Time:  4.00 p.m. 
 

c) CHANCELLOR’S COCKTAIL IN HONOUR OF CONVOCATION LECT URER 
  Venue: Chancellor’s Lodge 
  Time:  7.00 p.m. 
4. FRIDAY, 23RD OCTOBER, 2009 
  

 a) CONVOCATION FOR THE AWARD OF PRIZES, FIRST AND  
  HIGHER DEGREES, DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES 
  Venue: University Auditorium 
  Time:  9.00 a.m. prompt 
 

b) CONVOCATION LUNCHEON AND MERIT AWARDS  
Venue: Vice-Chancellor’s Lodge 

  Time:  2.00 p.m. 
 

Unilorin set to take action against roaming dogs  
he Security Division in conjunction with the University Health Services shall hencefort be seizing 
dogs that roam about the University academic and residential areas. This is following the nuisance 
and threat that such dogs constitute to members of the University community. 

 
 

 
 

T
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In this regard, the health and security team of the university have warned members of the University 
community not to provoke the dogs as some of them are suspected of being infected with rabbies.  
 

In a statement signed by the acting  Director of the University Health Services, Dr. (Mrs) M.O. Ajiboye, 
residents of the University staff quarters who rear dogs are advised to keep their dogs indoors. 
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Administration commissions better by far  tricycles  
orried by the menace posed by commercial motorcycle operators and the need to further aid 
intra-campus movement, the authorities of the University of Ilorin have commissioned the 
Unilorin Intra-campus Tricycle Transportation System. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaking further at the occasion, Dr. Jekayinfa said the University management provided the seed money 
for the purchase of the Tricycles to the Cooperative Union. She described the gesture of the 
Administration as simply innovative and pace-setting. She added that her members are enamoured that 
staff and students’ welfare is prioritised by the University administration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the closing remarks, the Unilorin Staff Multi-purpose Cooperative Union through its President thanked 
the University administration for its numerous assistance and support, given in cash and in kind, to the 
Cooperative Union. She pledged that her union would continue to work tirelessly towards the uplift of the 
great University of Ilorin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

W

Fast Facts File 
 Did you know? 
 

�  A total of 2.4 million teachers (2.4 million new teacher posts) will be 
needed between 2007 and 2015 in sub-Saharan Africa in order to achieve 
Universal Primary Education according to a joint statement by  UNESCO, 
ILO,UNDP, UNICEF and Education International. 

�   
 
 

The transportation system, which is a joint venture of the 
University administration and Unilorin Staff Multi-purpose 
Cooperative Union Limited, is meant to bail members of the 
University community out of the problem posed by 
commercial motorcycle operators. 
 
At the official commissioning of the transportation system 
last Wednesday (October 14, 2009), the President of the 
Union, Dr. (Mrs.) A. A. Jekayinfa lauded the university 
administration, which she described as the brain behind the 
project and a pillar of support to the union. 

 

In his own address, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Management Services), Prof. Albert Olayemi, who 
represented the Vice-Chancellor at the occasion, reiterated 
the commitment of the University management to projects 
that will be beneficial to the community saying that the 
University believes strongly in the tricycle partnership with 
the union.  
 

He noted that  management would  still continue to provide 
the enabling environment for success of the project as part 
of the success of the University of Ilorin is tied to the spirit 
of partnership with stakeholders as witnessed in the 
Tricycle project. 

 

SMOOTH RIDE: Prof. Olayemi being 
conveyed in one of the tricycles 

Highlights of the 
occasion included the 
distribution of the 
better by far tricycles to 
the owners and 
beneficiaries in the 
union and a motorcade 
across the campus in 
the newly 
commissioned tricycles 
led by the Deputy  
Vice-Chancellor 
(Management Services) 
and the union leaders. 
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TAKE IT: The DVC (MS), Prof. Olayemi 
and Dr.Mrs. Jekayinfa presenting the 

documents of a tricycle to  Dr. Billy Olajide 
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Unilorin, UCC set to promote indigenous knowledge  
 (Contd. from front page) 
... universities have resolved promote indigenous knowledge in order to mobilise adequate resources for 
addressing the challenges posed by environmental factors. 
 
The full text of the communiqué reads:     
 

COMMUNIQUE 
 

THE 1ST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CULTURE, SCIENCE AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA CO-HOSTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF CAPE COAST, GHANA, 
AND THE UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN, NIGERIA, AT THE UNIVERSITY CAPE COAST FROM 

SEPTEMBER 28 TO 30, 2009. 
 

e, the participants at the 1st International Conference on Culture, Science and Sustainable 
Development in Africa, co-hosted by the University of Cape Coast, Ghana and the University 
of Ilorin, Nigeria, having deliberated upon the state of culture and science in relation to 

sustainable development in Africa, have arrived at these observations: 
 

- There is a gap between culture, science, education and community practices in Africa  
 

- There is paucity in the development of indigenous knowledge in relation to sustainable 
development in Africa. 

 
We therefore resolve: 

·  to establish African Centre for Culture, Science and Sustainable Development to promote 
sustainable development, through research, advocacy, public education, culture, science. 
education, and policy briefs; 

 
·  to review the curriculum in African universities, especially in the University of Cape Coast and 

the University of Ilorin, to reflect current trends in linking culture, science, education and 
development to community practices; and  

 
·  to encourage institutions of higher education in Africa to research into indigenous knowledge, 

culture and sustainable development in order to mobilize adequate resources for mitigating the 
effects of environmental challenges such as climate change, sea-level rise, and deforestation; 

 
We also recommend 

·  that universities and governments of African countries through policy enactment strengthen 
indigenous knowledge and culture among their peoples for cultural growth and sustainable 
development; 

 
·  that agencies that formulate development  policies provide enabling environments for 

participatory approach to the planning, implementation and evaluation of agricultural and other 
development projects and ensure sustainability. 

 
·  that universities  and governments of Ghana, Nigeria and other African countries support capacity 

building measures to enable African countries to strengthen their science and culture base in 
maintaining the environment and other renewable resources; and  

 

·  that the Association of African Universities (AAU) champion the cause of this conference by 
encouraging its members to uphold the resolutions and recommendations made in this 
communiqué. 

 

W
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Unilorin is fantastic,its hospitality superb, by Ev eritt 
hile many students dread Mathematics, considering it their nemesis,  Mathematics is actually a 
simple subject that can be learnt by anyone if properly taught. This is the opinion expressed by 
Dr. Brent Everitt of the University of York, United  Kingdom,  at the end of the series of 

lectures delivered in the past two weeks at the Department of Mathematics, University of Ilorin. 
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According, to the visiting scholar, the University of Ilorin experience he had was fantastic and its 
hospitality  was superb. He added that his personal experience had revealed to him that his family’s fears 
when he was about to come to Africa were unfounded. 
   
The expert Mathematician, who was visiting Africa/Nigeria for the first time, disclosed that various news 
of religious tensions, Niger Delta unrest and corruption circulating about  Nigeria made his family, his 
mother particularly, worry when he told her he was visiting Nigeria on the Mentoring African Research in 
Mathematics (MARM).  
 

He said at the end of the whole excersice, he felt fulfilled and would like to come back. He disclosed that 
there is a far cry between what he saw and read in the news and the actual situation, typified by the 
University of Ilorin. 
 

During the academic visit, Dr. Everitt delivered lectures daily on “symmetry and partial symmetry under 
group theory”, his area of specialisation, beginning on the first day with 200 level students. The grand 
finale was held last Friday (October 16, 2009) in a lecture delivered to 400 level and postgraduate students 
of the University. 
 

In Dr. Everitt’s opinion, it does not take a genius to learn Mathematics. He added that while pure 
mathematics may appear not to proffer immediate solutions   to human challenges, it is as valuable as 
poetry or any area of specialisation in giving succour to the human soul. He said that the University of 
Ilorin, through its former Head of  Mathematics Department, Prof. O. M. Bamigbola, and the current one 
Prof. T. M. Adeniran, is a lucky beneficiary of the scheme. The University of Ilorin, he added, is the only 
Nigerian University in the programme .  
 

He appreciated the enthusiasm of the students to learn just as he described the University campus as a 
lovely and conducive place to learning. He also observed that the University staff are dedicated to their 
duties from the much he had seen during his stay. 
 

The overwhelmed University don said he looked forward to being back in Nigeria, the University of Ilorin 
in particular,  for the same programme if the opportunity comes, given the fact that that he liked every 
single Nigerian he met during his stay. He emphasised that the greatest resource Nigeria has does not lie in 
the natural resources but in its people. 
 

Speaking  at the occasion,  the Vice- Chancellor,  Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, remarked that academic visits like 
the one made by Dr. Everitt keep the concept of university alive.  He revealed that about 40 students of the 
University of Ilorin are currently in Ghana to experience learning and study in a different clime and added 
that special experiences, such as visits by foreign lecturers, have life-long impacts on students saying that 
what students retain in their learning experience in form of encounters is much more important in the long 
run than what is taught in the class.  Prof. Oloyede also hinted that the University of Ilorin would sponsor 
its best students to foreign exchange programmes across the globe while other students who can afford 
such programmes will also have the opportunity to participate. 
 

The Vice-Chancellor, who is also the Association of African Universities (AAU) Chairman, noted that 
while Nigeria may be poor in terms of infrastructure and developmental indices, the country is rich enough 
to engage any country on the intellectual plain. In this light, Prof. Oloyede expressed the positive 
disposition of the university towards short visits to foreign universities.  
 

Speaking on behalf of the seminar coordinator, Dr. J.O Omolehin, the general coordinator, Dr. Kamil Rauf 
said that the series of lectures has been beneficial to both staff and students of the Department. He 
remarked that the “group theory” has opened the eyes of lecturers to the inter-connectedness of the various 
disciplines in Mathematics showing that everything is really a single body of knowledge. 
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Unilorin Secondary School, University of Ilorin  
Introduction  
 

enders are invited from experienced contractors to effect repairs in some classrooms, laboratories and 
administrative building in the school. 

 
Collection/Submission of Tender Documents 
 

Interested registered contractors are to submit tenders along with the following documents: 
1. Evidence of Registration with Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) 
2. Evidence of Registration  with the University of Ilorin 
3. Tax clearance certificate for the last three years 

 

Tenders should be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked: Repair work of Unilorin Secondary 
School to: 

The Principal, 
Unilorin Secondary School, 
Ilorin. 

Not later than two weeks from the date of this advertisement. 
 

NB.  Tenders are advised to collect a copy of the list of required repairs from the Principal, Unilorin 
Secondary School, Ilorin, after payment of a bank draft of N10,000 made payable to Unilorin Secondary 
School. 
 

Signed: 
Mr. H.S. Owa 
Secretary, Unilorin Secondary School Board 
 

Lecturer wins German fellowship  
 lecturer in the Department of Microbiology, Dr. Olatunji Matthew Kolawole, has won the 
prestigious International Union of Microbiological Societies (IUMS) Fellowship award to Germany. 

 

During the three-month collaborative research visit, Dr. Kolawole will work in the laboratory of Dr. 
Volker Theo Heussler at the Bernhard-Nocht-Institut fur Tropenmedizin, Hamburg, Germany, and carry 
out research that will be of benefit to mnkind.  
 

My American experience blew my mind - Don 
 prominent Muslim cleric and lecturer in the Department of Religions, Dr. Abubakar Imam Aliagan, 
has revealed that his experience in the United States of America, where he just returned, has 

challenged him. 
 

According to Dr. Aliagan, who was a resident scholar in the Nigerian Muslim Association (NMA) 
mosque during the last Ramadan at Houston, Texas, during which he engaged in research at the 
University of Texas in Houston, it was simply mind-blowing for him to find a Muslim community in the 
United States, that boasts of 400 memorisers of the Qur’an. Dr. Aliagan said that was his surprise in the 
US. 
 

The don added that the experience was also a jurisprudential challenge because he realised that lack of 
familiarity with other places often informs errors of judgement in matters of Islamic jurisprudence. 
 

“For instance, if I was asked here if two congregations could observe the Jumat prayer in the same 
mosque, I would say no.  But in the US, I realised that that answer is parochial.  In a situation where the 
mosque, as big as it is, cannot contain the large Muslim community at a time, what they do is to fix 
specific times – forty-five minutes internal - for several congregations.  And I think their prayers are not 
invalid”, he said. 

T 
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LET’S WALK THE TALK 
 

Text of the Goodwill Message Delivered by the Vice-Chancellor, University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria, and 
President of the Association of African Universities (AAU), Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, on the Occasion of 

the Formal Opening Ceremony of the First UCC-UNILORIN Joint Conference on Monday September 28, 
2009 at the University of Cape-Coast, Cape-Coast, Ghana 

 

Let me begin by thanking the management team and indeed the staff and students of this great University 
for the warm reception you have accorded us since we arrived yesterday for this epoch-making  
conference. Beginning on note of appreciation is essential because in my language, Yoruba, there is a 
proverb that says  eni ti a  se loore ti o dupe, o dabi olosa koni leru lo ni  which in effect simply means 
that “ an ingrate is like a thief”. As I do not want to be like a thief, on behalf of us all from the University 
of Ilorin, I sincerely thank the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cape-Coast, Prof. Naana Jane Opoku-
Agyemang, and I believe that by pouring the water of gratitude on the head of the University, it will flow 
to the rest of the body. Thank you very much.     
 

It is heartwarming and gratifying that the idea that was conceived last year, through the institutional 
partnership between our Universities of Ilorin and Cape-Coast soon blossomed and has now started to 
bear big fruits. I say big fruits because before now, the linkage between our Universities has yielded such 
fruits as staff exchange and shorts visits on both sides. But holding a joint conference which directly 
appertains to our core responsibility of research is a major development. Besides, it is the first time in the 
history of the University of Ilorin that its principal officers  and staff  in this number would be attending 
any conference together in this pattern anywhere in the world outside the geographical precinct of the 
University of Ilorin. It is for this and other reasons that I earlier said this is an ‘epoch-making’ occasion. I 
want to congratulate our two Universities on this achievement and I hope we would continue to sustain 
this kind of academic camaraderie and collaborative activity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I find the theme of this conference, “Culture, Science and 
Sustainable Development in Africa” , symbolic and its 
components symbiotic. It is symbolic because it thematises 
culture, which reiterates that our survival as Africans lies in 
resuscitating our dying cultural values, lying comatose as a 
result of the onslaught of thedomineering Western culture and 
our active connivance or fascination with the marauding pop-
culture. The essence of education, educationists would tell us, is 
cultural transmission and renewal but the extent to which our  
  Prof. Oloyede 
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education or Western education has helped in the transmission, preservation and renewal of the African 
cultural heritage leaves less to be desired. Like other progressive countries of the world do, I believe it is 
high time Africans looked inwards and sought solutions to their peculiar problems rather than sabotaging 
their own cultures in the noticeable infatuation with foreign cultures. 
 

Also, the components of the theme are symbiotic or inter-connected because all science is culture-based 
and we all know science carries its cultural bluebrint. In other words, culture serves as the spring of 
motivation which promotes science while science, on is own part, effectively advances the culture of its 
origin. And, while it is difficult to imagine any real development without the contributions of science (with 
its twin technology), development itself cannot be development if it is not sustainable. To achieve 
sustainable development in Africa, there is a need for South-South cooperation and collaboration. It is in 
this light that I think this inaugural joint conference is  though a small step for the Universities of Ilorin 
and Cape Coast, it is a giant leap for the much-desired South-South cooperation, to paraphrase the first 
man said to have first set foot on the moon, Neil Armstrong. 
 

It is thus important that the submissions made at this conference should not end here. More than any other 
time, let’s walk the talk of purposefully examining the cultural, scientific and developmental challenges of 
Africa by practically making efforts in that direction. With this commitment on our part, Africa, our 
Africa, that lags behind in march of humanity towards sustainable development, will get its bearing right 
and solve the problems of poverty, disease, illiteracy an development deficit that characterise much of it. 
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It is my personal conviction that Africa can regain its glory, being the cradle of civilisation, if we 
Africans put the past behind us (not that we forget it), address our present challenges purposively and 
even discursively so that we can lay a solid foundation for a better future. I believe we too can bring about 
the change we need. 
 

At the end of the conference, I would expect us all to go back and ask ourselves what we are contributing 
to the cultural survival, scientific progress and sustainable development in Ghana and Nigeria. A good 
way of beginning is by doing what we do well. A former Minister of Information in Nigeria once said 
something like: if you are a teacher, teach well; if you are a leader, lead well; if you are an administrator, 
administer well; if you are a trader, trade well and so on. I am certain that all will be well with us and 
Africa at large if we adopt the policy of wellness in all that we do, not just what we say. So, let’s walk the 
talk always.  
 

Finally, as President of the Association of African Universities (AAU), I wish to congratulate the 
authorities of the University of Cape Coast and the University of Ilorin for holding this Conference in the 
interest of Africa. I believe it is one of the reasons for the establishment of the AAU. 
Thank you very much for your attention and I wish us all a successful conference. 
 

Unilorin graduates emerge best in Asian varsity  
wo graduates of the University of Ilorin law and medical programmes have emerged best at the end 
of their Master’s degree programmes in Malaysia. 

 

The distinguished graduates are Umar Aimhanosi Oseni (Best Student for Master of Comparative Laws) 
and Dr. Nafiu Bidemi AbdulRazaq (Best Student for Master of Medical Science). 
 

The awards were conferred on them at the 25th Convocation of the International Islamic University, 
Malaysia held on Saturday (October 10, 2009). A total of five Nigerian graduates received awards of 
excellence at the occasion, having topped their classes, out of which two are products of the University.  
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Day 3: Returning from the Door of no Return 
(Contd. from page 9) 
On top of the dungeons is the main courtyard, there you would see the residence of the soldiers, the merchants 
and the priests. Above the courtyard were the apartments of the governor and the deputy governor. When you 
looked down from the top, you would see the female courtyard. Anytime the governor and his men wanted to 
satisfy their libido, the captives would be forced from the dungeons into the courtyard and the Europeans would 
make their choices from the balcony above: The choice would be flushed with water and cleaned up in the open, 
then moved upstairs for Europeans’ pleasure. If you had the heart of stone, Elmina Castle would melt it. 
 

Philip later led us through the darkness of the dungeons into the room of no return. We meandered our ways in 
the dark through the light of our handsets until we came to the room. That was the room the captives would pass 
through after a month or two without much food and water. The ship would arrive and they would pass, one by 
one, through the narrow door known as the ‘door of no return’. If you passed through that door as a captive, it 
was your last time of seeing Africa. When you left the Castle, it was the beginning of another horrific journey of 
the “middle pasage” through the Atlantic till you worked to death on the various plantations in the Americas. I 
peeped through the door of no return and beheld the vast void and ocean that lie beyond it. With chained hands 
and legs in Europeans ships, men and women from the Castle were made lie side by side in the decks here. 
 

The excitement with which we entered evaporated after the excursion into the dungeons. Philip did a good job 
and had a few cedis from us as tips for it. A male lecturer wept. People were emotionally devastated. I just kept 
on imagining myself in the condemned cell. I wouldn’t last. As we came out of the Castle, Isaac walked up to 
me and presented a sea shell on which he had written a momento: “to my friend Nigerian friend Mr. Mahfouz 
from your friend Isaac.Have a safe trip” in beautiful caligraphy. He then told me he was raising money for the 
local football club. Well, that was not a bad job for a ‘fine bara’ and I had nothing to lose by helping Ghana 
produce more Essien, notwithstanding that Philip had taunted us that Ghana beat us in our last football 
encounter. I gave him two Ghana cedis for his trouble and he made me record it in a form he had. He added that 
he also deserved a cedi and I parted with one more. Getting into the bus as we headed to Elmina Beach Resort 
where we had a suptuous buffet for dinner later, I thanked God that though I passed through the room of no 
return, I would still return home, unlike the ancestor of the graceful black woman in the White House. 
 

Monday      FOR THE RECORD     October 19, 2009 
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Day 3: Returning from the Door of no Return  
he University of Cape Coast luxury bus was filled to the brim with the University of Ilorin 
delegates, now turned tourists. The driver revved the engine and it screeched as the bus beat a 
short reverse. The next minute, we were on the University main road through the West Gate up to 

paved street with well-lined decidous palms ornamenting the vast landscape. We gathered more speed and 
we soon beheld the destination - the imposing Elmina Castle, well esconced by the bank of the Atlantic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T
As soon as we alighted from the bus, a young man who introduced himself as Isaac approached me asking me my 
name and attempting what I considered an unnecessary familiarity. Not wanting to be unfriendly, I told him my 
name and endured telling him the spelling. As the University of Ilorin tourists were filing into the Castle, it was the 
bank of the Atlantic that caught my fancy. The ocean was brimming in the sun and there was a ship in a distance. I 
took a deep breath as I inhaled the ocean smell. I took a great visual delight in the wonderous and breath-taking 
natural phenomenon before me. Wow, God is great! 
 

Now, I am not a fan of Joseph Conrad but his words came to my mind as I stepped into the Castle, the aura of 
which fills one with foreboding. Conrad aptly said that “supernatural explanation for evil is unnecessary. Mankind 
is capable of all evil.” The Elmina Castle that I was stepping into, sitting overtly innocently, is a symbolism of evil 
in all its entirety. Those who found themselves there experienced hell, perhaps compared only to the what the 
prisoners in Guatanamo Bay in Cuba, Bagram Central Prison in Afghanistan and Abu Ghuraib Prison in Iraq are 
still undergoing. Mankind is capable of all evil. 
 

After the Castle minders ensured we paid for our tickets, which was paid in bulk for us all, we were split into 
groups. My group had a young tour guide. His name is Philip Amoa-Mensah, who gave a fillip to our Castle 
experience. Philip knew his onions, and his lines, so well and he guided us through the inner recesses of the 
Portuguese-built castle. We followed Philip as he told the tragic story and I saw what I saw right there of the living 
“legacy” of man’s inhumanity to man. 
 

The Portuguese, led by Captains Joao Satarem and Pedro D’escobar first berthed in Elmina in 1471 and in 1482 
built the fort, which later became the Castle, naming it after their patron saint Sao Jorge (Saint George) in Portugal. 
The Saint George Castle or Elmina Castle occupies 2.32 scres or some 100,952 feet. Still an architectural edifice 
despite its age, the castle consists of three courtyards, the main, the inner and the service courtyards. As soon as 
you entered the main coutyard, at your right is the Church.  
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When you turn to your immediate right, you encounter two cells, 
strikingly different.One with a strong metal door well perforated 
was for European soldiers that misbehaved. I was inside it; it had 
a little ventilation. The other cell, on top of which was a skull and 
crossbones, was for the slaves who attempted to fight for 
freedom. Its own thick metal door was barely perforated. When I 
entered the cell and it was locked, day turned instantly to night. 
There was no ventilation at all inside. There, Africans would be 
abondoned without food until they died. You could be ten in that 
dingy room. If your partner died before you, you would watch his 
cadaver swell until you died your own death because you could 
certainly not last beyond three days! 
 
The Elmina Castle  is directly connected to the trans-Atlantic slave trade which available records show began 
1441, during which the first set of slaves were captured by the maurading Portuguese. These slaves, barefooted 
and chained to one another, would walk across the desert and the plains for several months with little food and 
water till they reached Elmina. It was the survival of the fittest and many of them died enroute, with the sick and 
weak ones abandoned to the mercy of the ferocious wild animals. 
 

When the Africans reached Assin Manso, a village of some 50 km distance from Elmina, they were given a ‘last 
bath’ after which they were hauled into the Castle dungeons. There were male and female dungeons where 
human being were made to live on cold concrete floors with no provison for toilet. They urinated and deficated 
and mentrated there. If you were in the dungeons and your sense of smell, you could still perceive the odour of 
blood. Any recorded death was prombly evacuated and thrown into the ocean.  (Contd. on page 8) 
 

‘I peeped out through the door of no return and 
beheld the vast void and ocean that lie beyond it’ 
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Unilorin in the News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
    (‘…As Ghana traditional rulers laud Unilorin, UCC cooperation’, same as above) 

�  The University of Ilorin will commission the new Performing Arts Theatre, the Department of 
Geology and the Faculty of Law Buildings, during 25th Convocation activities. 

    (‘Unilorin commissions new structures’, Daily Trust, Monday October 12, 2009, p.50) 
�  Adequate arrangements have been made for the 25th convocation ceremonies of the University of 

Ilorin scheduled to begin on Monday 12th October 2009 with the Vice-Chancellor’s press briefing at 
the University Auditorium. 
(‘Unilorin to hold convocation’, Leadership, Monday, October 12, 2009. p.6) 

�  The approved quota of students to be admitted for the University of Ilorin law degree has been put at  
120. 

 (‘National Universities Commission & Nigerian Law School’, The Nation,  Monday October 12, 
2000, p.36; Nigerian Tribune, Tuesday October 13, 2009,p.30; Nigerian Compass Tuesday October 
13, 2009,p.4 ). 

�  The University of Ilorin has advertised its convocation programme which includes some salient pieces 
of information for graduands. 

 (‘University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria’, Daily Trust, Tuesday October 13, 2009, p.5. see also The 
Nation, Tuesday October 13, 2009, Nigerian Tribune, Tuesday October 13, 2009,p.9) 

�  Former National Universities Commission (NUC) Executive Secretary, Prof. Peter Okebukola, has 
described the bilateral conference organised by the University of Ilorin and the University of Cape 
Coast as a step towards integration in Africa. 

 (‘Cape Coast varsity, Unilorin laud Joint Conference’, Nigerian Compass, Wednesday October 14, 
2009, p.23). 

�  All has been put in place at the University of Ilorin for a successful 25th Convocation and founder’s 
day ceremony.  

 (‘Unilorin agog for 25th convocation ceremonies’, Nigerian Tribune, Thursday October 13, 2009, p.31) 
�  The 25th convocation ceremonies of the University of Ilorin begin on Monday October 19 2009 with 

the Vice-Chancellor’s Press Briefing after which other activities will follow till the conferment of first 
and higher degree awards on graduands on Friday October 23, 2009. 
(‘University of Ilorin, announcement’ Radio Kwara Saturday October 17 2009@ 3:15p.m. and Sunday 
18 October 2009 @ 8:15 p.m Midland F.M Saturday 17 October 17, 2009@ 5:15p.m and Sunday 
October 18 2009@5:15p.m. 

�  Arrangements have been concluded for the 25th convocation ceremonies of the University of Ilorin 
which will be kicks-started with a press briefing by the Vice-Chancellor on Monday October 19, 2009. 
(‘Unilorin convocation begins tomorrow’, The Guardian, Sunday October 18, 2009. p.53.) 
 

Quote s of the Wee k 
Education is the leading of human souls 
to what is best and making the best out of 
them.                        – John Ruskin 
 
No one means all he says, and yet very 
few say all they mean, for words are 
slippery and thought vis viscous. 

- Henry Adams 
 

To try and fail is at least to learn. To fail 
to try is to suffer the loss of what might 
have been.           -  Benjamin Franklin 

�  All is now set for the 25th convocation ceremonies of 
the University of Ilorin in which a the convocation 
lecture will be delivered by Bastian Baumann, 
Secreatry general of Magna Charta Observatory, 
Bologna, Italy. 
(‘ All set for Unilorin’s 25th convocation’, The Herald 
on Sunday, October 11, 2009.pp.1 &6.  

�  The 25th Convocation ceremonies of the University of 
Ilorin will begin on Monday, the 19th of October and 
end on Friday the 23rd. 
(‘Unilorin Convocation next week’, The Herald, 
Monday October 12, 2009, p.23) 

�  Two Ghanaian traditional rulers have commended the 
University of Ilorin and the University of Cape Coast 
collaboration for blurring the artificial boundaries 
between Nigeria & Ghana.  
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