
 
 
 
 
 

Without varsities, forget development-Baumman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

he Secretary General of Magna Charta Observatory, Bologna, and 25th convocation lecturer of the 
University of Ilorin, Mr. Bastian Baumman, has averred that universities are centres of critical 
thought and vanguards of innovation  without which modern developments are impossible. 

 

Mr. Baumman gave this disclosure in his lecture, “Magna Charta Universitatum: The Spine of World 
Universities” delivered on Thursday (October 22, 2009) at the University of Ilorin. (Contd. on page 2) 
 

Yar’Adua, Egwu commission 12 projects in Unilorin 
welve projects were commissioned on Thursday (October 22, 2009) as part of the 25th convocation 
ceremonies of the University of Ilorin.  

 

The commissioning was done by the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces, 
Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, who was represented by the Deputy Governor of Kwara State, Chief Joel 
Ogundeji, and the Honourable Minister of Education, Dr. Sam Egwu. 
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Mr. Baumman delivering his lecture at the 
University of Iloin penultimate Thursday 

The projects commissioned included the Faculty 
of Law Lecture Rooms, Performing Arts Theatre, 
University MTO Central Workshop, University 
Central Store, Department of Statistics and 
Department of Chemical Engineering. 
 

Other projects commissioned same day by the 
duo, and the representative of the Kwara State 
Commissioner of Police, included Department of 
Geology and Mineral Sciences (PTDF Building), 
Central Research Laboratory, the University 
Police Post as well as new office buildings of 
three banks operating on campus: First Bank Plc., 
Union Bank Plc. and Guarantee Trust Bank Plc. 
  

Without varsities, forget development -Baumman  
 

One of the commissioned projects, the ultra-modern  
Performing Arts Theatre 
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Scholar addresses missions and purposes of varsitie s 
(Contd. from front page) 
According to the convocation lecturer, “the establishment of universities is one of the most significant 
achievements in the entire intellectual and social history of mankind. Universities have been and continue 
to be the breeding ground of ideas and knowledge, which is generating cultural, scientific, economical, 
social and technologicl development.”  
 

The lecturer, who speaks seven world languages, including English, Greek, German, French, Italian, etc.,  
decried globalisation as a threat to the pluralist system needed in the higher education system and said a 
university anywhere should have four missions, which are truth, meaning, order and welfare. 
 

 He also identified the four purposes of higher education, which any good university should cater for, as 
preparing individuals for the labour market; encouraging personal development (not just subject-specific 
competencies that the Germans call “fachidoten” - or idiots of their own subjects - which refers to people 
who know their subject very well but hardy anything else); preparing students for a life as active, critical 
and constructive citizens in a democratic society; and  maintaining an advanced knowlege base. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
autonomy and promoting academic freedom. It was these ideals, he said, that made the charta, which now 
has signatory universities in 78 countries across the world, to come into being through its first 
endorsement in 1988 by 388 Rectors of Western and Eastern European universities. 
 

The principles underlining magna charta universitatum, he disclosed, are: the university is an 
autonomous institution and needs to be independent of all political authority and economic power; 
teaching and research are inseparable; academic freedom is the core of university life; and following the 
humanist tradition, the university strives to attain universal knowledge. 
 

While praising the University of Ilorin, the Secretary General urged the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq 
Oloyede, to use his position as the Chairman of the Association of African Universities (AAU) to foster 
the values and principles of the Magna Charta among African universities, which he said are the least 
currently covered by the charta. 
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Mr. Baumman warned that universities 
should not be viewed mainly from the 
economic angle, saying that “like 
hospitals, a university cannot base its 
mission and operations on what is 
economically advantageous” arguing that 
knowlege is not simply what is useful for 
economic development. He flayed 
former American President, Bill Clinton 
for saying that higher education is not 
always about the economy. 
 

According to the lecturer, the idea of 
magna charta arose from the importance 
of strengthening the community of 
intellectuals, enshrining institutional  

Earlier in his address, tagged “The Universe in the University”, the Vice- Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq 
Oloyede, had lauded the great minds behind the idea of Magna Charta, which according to him, was first 
issued in 1215 by King Henry I. He also acknowleged the foresight of the signitaries to Magna Charta 
Universitatum Europaeum who signed the the Charta first in 1988. 
 

The Vice-Chancellor then reflected on the universe and the university. According to him, “I think the 
naming of the university, the root of which is universe, is not coincidental. It is because  there is the 
universe in the university. This means that as wide and vast the universe is, the understanding of what it is 
all about lies within the university. Our understanding of the universe will be parochial, if not outright 
zero, without the enlightenment provided by the university. It is also true that no one can lay claim to the 
universe; the same way the university is a treasure bequethed to all humanity.”   

ONE WORLD: The 2009 signatories to Magna Charta; third 
from left is the Vice-Chancellor, Unilorin, Prof. Oloyede 
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Obafemi’s Naira rains on Americans in Tennessee 
he last days of September, 2009 (precisely 28, 29 and 30) were filled with fun, laughter and 
intense dramatic edutainment for the Tennessee Technological University (TTU) community and 
the entire local community of Cookeville, Tennessee, United States of America.  

 

Those were  the nights, beginning from 8:00 p.m daily, that theatre-loving Americans would not forget in 
a hurry. In those dying nights of the the first ember month of 2009, members of the 1915-established 
University and its hosting community were treated to first-rate dramatic performance in the staging of Olu 
Obafemi’s Naira Has No Gender, mounted by the Department of English and Communication, TTU, and 
the TTU Tech Players. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
He describes the playwright, a former Dean of Student Affairs and  Professor of English at the University 
of Ilorin, as part of the “generation of African writers who are reinventing traditional forms and values in 
a modern, post-colonial world that is too often dominated by greed, corruption, and the all-powerful but 
ultimately sterile drive for naira – that is, money – but is also creatively searching for new African 
national identities.” 
 

Prof. Creter, on his part, was especially enamoured to act in, and  direct, the play at the same time. The 
actor of Chief Awadanu and Producer/Director of the play considers “the opportunity to work with an 
artist of international recognition” like Prof. Obafemi as something rare in his career, through which he 
has learnt invaluable lessons. 
 

“The humanity of Olu’s play as well as the opportunity to tell a story that is not mine and yet has 
elements that I recognize  is very enriching. I am grateful to Olu for the encouragement he has given me 
in this process”, he reflects. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T

Fast Facts File 
Did you know? 
 

�  Malaria has affected some 300-200 million people in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.  Between 2 and 3 million people die of it annually and it 
constitutes 90% of Africa’s health burden. 
 

�  Nigeria loses N132bn yearly due to malaria on account of treatment, 
transportation, loss of man-hour, absenteeism and other indirect 
costs. 
 

�  According to WHO, 60 million people die annually.  To enhance 
global life expectancy and reduce death rate by 36 million, WHO 
suggests addressing five factors affecting health: childhood 
underweight, unsafe sex, alcohol use, lack of safe water, sanitation 
and hygiene and high blood pressure.  This will increase Nigeria’s 
current life expectancy of 47 to 52, if these are effectively addressed. 
 

Monday       REPORT       November 2, 2009 

Naira Has No Gender is the 
story of two young people, 
Otunla and Aina, who wish to 
get married. Money creates a 
challenge for the well-educated 
but relatively poor Otunla to 
whom the corrupt and affluent 
Chief Awedanu is a 
competitor. Aina even 
staunchly rejects the readiness 
of Chief Awedanu’s son, 
Dokun, who is not impressed 
by his father’s corrupt and 
flamboyant lifestyle, to offset 
the wedding costs. The play 
ultimately moralises the power 
of love and commitment to 
social justice over the mundane 
crave for material wealth.   

 

According to Dr. Kurt Eisen, the Interim Associate Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, TTU, on whom the play had left some indelible impressions, Prof. Olu 
Obafemi is a master artist who “in compact theatre piece... showcases the special 
features of traditional African performance, explores the difficult social problems of 
modern Nigeria, and gives us a humorous, spirited and hopeful glimpse of how a 
generation can create a better world” through his play. 
 

Dr. Eisen considers Naira Has No Gender, directed by Mark Harry Creter, a 
Professor of Theatre at TTU and Artistic Director of TTU’s Backdoor Playhouse, as 
important because it “explores the changing cultural identity amid two conflicting 
forces in modern Africa: economic development and social justice.” 
 

Prof. Obafemi 
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AN ADDRESS BY THE PRO-CHANCELLOR AND CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL ALHAJI TUKUR 

MANI (TAFARKIN KATSINA) ON THE OCCASION OF THE 25TH CONVOCATION 
CEREMONIES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN ON FRIDAY, 23RD OCTOBER, 2009 
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Protocols 
 

Mr. President & Commander-in-Chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, GCFR, 
ably represented by the Governor of Kwara State, Dr. Bukola Saraki 
Honourable Ministers and Members of the Federal Executive Council 
Honourable Members of the National Assembly 
The Deputy Governor of Kwara State, Chief Joel Afolabi Ogundeji 
The Chancellor, University of Ilorin, His Royal Majesty, Dr. Benjamin Ikenchuku, Keagborekuzi I, The 
Dein of Agbor Kingdom 
The Executive Secretary, National Universities Commission, Professor Julius A. Okojie 
The Pro-Chancellors & Chairmen of Councils of other Universities 
The Vice-Chancellor, University of Ilorin 
Principal Officers of the University of Ilorin 
Visiting Vice-Chancellors 
Members of Council, University of Ilorin 
Members of Senate, University of Ilorin 
Honourable Commissioners 
Your Royal Highnesses 
My Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
Staff and students of the University of Ilorin 
Gentlemen of the Press 
My dear graduands 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to this joyous occasion of the 25th Convocation Ceremony of the 
University of Ilorin.  We are indeed delighted to have among us here this morning eminent personalities 
from all walks of life who have come to witness and share in our happy celebrations. 
 

On behalf of the Council and the entire University of Ilorin community, I wish to specially thank our highly 
respected Visitor, His Excellency, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, GCFR, the President and Command-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces, Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
 

Mr. President Sir, permit me at this junction to convey the appreciation of Council for your abiding faith and 
interest in the University of Ilorin.  We also thank you for providing the finances for the development of this 
University. 
 

In particular, we wish to take this opportunity to express our profound gratitude to the Federal Government 
for making the University of Ilorin a beneficiary of the N5.5 billion Special ETF Intervention Fund recently 
granted to each of six Federal universities.  As the University expands in infrastructural and academic 
programmes, our concern for adequate funding to meet our roles of teaching, research and community 
development will continue to increase.  It is our expectation that Government will meet our growing needs 
while we brace for the challenges of University autonomy.  We publicly acknowledge the cooperation, 
understand and support of your dynamic Administration to this University. 
 

I would also like to acknowledge the presence of the Honourable Minister of Education, Dr. Sam Egwu, and 
the Executive Secretary of the National Universities Commission (NUC), Professor Julius A. Okojie, who 
through their leadership, the University system has continued to witness sustainable growth. 
 

I salute our revered Chancellor, His Majesty, Dr. Benjamin Ikenchuku Keagborekuzi I, the Dein of Agbor 
Kingdom, who is the titular head of this University.  I wish you a long, peaceful reign and many more years 
of fruitful service to this University and the nation. 
 

We also owe a debt of gratitude to our Royal Father, Alhaji (Dr.) Ibrahim Sulu Gambari, the Emir of Ilorin 
and Chancellor of Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, for his fatherly counsel at all times and for providing 
a conducive atmosphere for us to operate as a University. 
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This University Council was formally inaugurated by Government on February 10, 2009.  I wish to state 
with all sense of modesty that the new Council is composed of knowledgeable and experienced persons of 
proven integrity who have been carefully selected to effect positive developments in the affairs of the 
University.  The Council is  poised to carry out its mandate as enshrined in the laws governing the 
University.  It is on this note that I want to pay tribute to the immediate-past Pro-Chancellor and Chairman 
of Council, Professor Emeritus Ayo Banjo, and other members of the former Council for laying a solid 
foundation on which the current Council will build.  The physical projects which were commissioned 
yesterday by Mr. President and the phenomenal growth and peace which this University has recorded over 
the years are testimonies to the leadership which Council has given to the University over time.  We shall not 
rest on our oars. 
  
I wish to also acknowledge the excellent performances of the University Administration, the academic and 
non-teaching staff as well as the various organs of the University.  The dedication, drive and commitment of 
these patriotic staff have contributed tremendously to the achievements of the University.  Today, the 
University of Ilorin remains the most peaceful Federal University and the only one which has maintained an 
uninterrupted academic calendar for eight years running.  The resultant effect of this is the unprecedented 
rush to the University by prospective students because our students graduate at the right time. 
 

The re-engineering process which we have begun in our operations and services is yielding fruits.  Thus, this 
University is not only well known as a Centre of academic excellence but now ranks among the best in 
Africa.  The result of the July 2009 Webometric ranking of Universities shows that the University of Ilorin 
which was hitherto not listed among the top 200 in Africa now occupies the 77th position on the continent.  
In another ranking by “4 International College and Universities”, this University was ranked No. 32 in 
Africa and first in Nigeria.  
 

These breakthroughs recorded by the University could not have been possible without the collective efforts 
and sacrifices of the staff who have resolved to maintain the hallowed tradition of academic and moral 
excellence for which this University is reputed. 
 

Mr. President Sir, a happy and highly motivated workforce is a necessary ingredient for the growth and 
development of any institution.  The University of Ilorin staff who have toiled for 8 consecutive years and 
refused to participate in any strike to ensure stability in University education in Nigeria deserve some 
material compensation by Government. The University of Ilorin community expects some encouragement 
from Government for keeping the University system running while others intermittently shut their gates 
against students. 
 

On an occasion such as this, it is important to call attention to some areas of concern to those of us charged 
with university governance in our country. One of these is the worrisome problem of graduate 
unemployment.  In the past it was difficult for the existing Universities to produce enough graduates to meet 
the manpower needs of the nation.  But times have changed.  With about 96 Universities in the country 
churning out graduates yearly, the labour market appears saturated leaving many graduates unemployed.  We 
urge Government to look into this problem which is capable of snowballing into crisis as the restiveness of 
the youth cannot be caged at all time.  As a matter of fact, what the country needs today are not graduates 
who are conditioned by training but those who are independent, creative, resourceful and who can put their 
talents to the best advantage, especially in this period of economic recession.  As a way out of the problem, 
this University has introduced entrepreneurial skills as a compulsory course in our academic programmes. 
 

Before concluding this address, permit me to convey our appreciation to Mallam Yusuf Olaolu Ali (SAN) 
for his generous donation of a hostel to be used by indigent female students of this University.  We are also 
grateful to all the various organizations who have assisted us in several ways.  I appeal to corporate bodies, 
philanthropists and people in similar positions to contribute to the University’s infrastructural and academic 
development by building hostels for our students and endowing academic chairs. 
 

I congratulate the graduands of today for successfully coming out of the academic ovens of this University.  I 
believe you have received all-round training and learning which will make you stand out among your peers.  
Your success is a great source of joy and pride to your parents, guardians, friends and the nation.  As future 
leaders of the nation therefore, we expect you, more than ever before, to exhibit the moral character, 
discipline, learning and integrity which have been inculcated in you by the University. 
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We wish you every success in your future endeavours.  However, we urge you not to forget your Alma 
Mater when fortune smiles on you. 
 
Mr. President and Visitor to the University of Ilorin, Your Excellencies, Members of the Federal and 
State Executive Councils, your Royal highnesses, distinguished guest, Ladies and Gentlemen, I thank you 
all for honouring our invitation to this convocation Ceremony.  May Allah bless you all. 
 

Unilorin marks University Day in style  
he University of Ilorin is set to mark the 2009 University Day with a workshop scheduled for the day, 
November 12. 

 
Participants expected at the workshop, apart from internal members of the University, include 
representatives from all higher institutions in Kwara State, including research institutes and government 
agencies. 
 
The resources persons for the workshop include Dr. Willie O. Siyanbola, Director General, National 
Centre for Technology Management, Federal Ministry of Science and Technology (NACETEM), 
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife; Prof. O.O. Adewoye, Director General, National Agency for 
Science and Engineering Infrastructure (NASENI), Abuja; and Dr. Steve O. Ogidan, Managing 
Consultant/CEO, Successory Nigeria Limited and BDS Adviser, World Bank MSME Kaduna. 
 
All Lecturers II and above as well as Senior Assistant Registrars are expected to attend the workshop at 
the University Auditorium on Thursday November 12, 2009. 
 

Students elect their principal officers 
he Students Representative Council, the Legislative Arm of the University of Ilorin Students’ Union, 
has elected its principal officers. 

 
According to a statement signed by the Secretary to the Student Electoral Committee, a copy of which 
was made available to Unilorin Bulletin, the elected officers are Hon. Aliyu Abdulwasiu, as Speaker; 
Hon. Olagunju Adeshina as Deputy Speaker and Hon. Abolarinwa Oyebanji as Clerk. 
 
While the speaker polled 29 votes to win the office, the Deputy Speaker and Clerk polled 31 and 27 votes 
respectively to defeat their challengers. 
 

Department sends off retired staff member  
he Department of Islamic Law has organised a send-off programme for its pioneer Head, Mr. Y.K. 
Saadu.  The occasion was held last Wednesday (October 28, 2009) in the Faculty of Law. 

 
Speaking at the occasion, the acting Dean of Law, Dr. M.M. Akanbi, commended the contributions of Mr. 
Saadu to the growth of the Department.  He described the former magistrate turn academic as an upright 
gentleman who strove his best to leave a legacy for those behind him. 
 
The acting Head of the Department, Dr.A.O. Omotosho, lauded Mr. Saadu for his selfless service and 
prayed for God’s guidance in his life.  He solicited his continued cooperation with the Department saying 
that the Department would still want to tap further, even in his retirement, from his vast experience. 
 
In his goodwill message, the Sub-Dean of the Faculty, Dr. Ibrahim Abikan, said he had known Mr. Saadu 
for 15 years and had benefited from his words of advice, describing him as a person always willing to 
assist others at all time. 
 

T 

T 

T 
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GOODWILL MESSAGE BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, DR. SAM O. 
EGWU, ON THE OCCASION OF THE 25TH CONVOCATION CEREMONY OF THE UNIVERSITY 

OF ILORIN, ON FRIDAY, 23RD OCTOBER, 2009 AT THE UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION 
SQUARE, MAIN CAMPUS, ILORIN 

 

PROTOCOL 
 

I am pleased beyond description, to be part of the 25th Convocation Ceremony of the University of Ilorin.  
I felicitate with this great institution on this auspicious occasion.  There is no doubt that this University 
has impacted positively on Nigeria and beyond.  Although the University of Ilorin is one of Nigeria’s 
seven second-generation universities, it has nevertheless, attained the stature of the first-generation 
universities.  This University has distinguished itself in teaching and research, and in character and 
learning. 
 

We are indeed proud of this visionary institution.  This is one of the few Universities in this country 
whose academic calendars have never been dislocated for years.  The word “strike” cannot be found 
anywhere in the dictionary of the University of Ilorin.  In this University, students graduate as and when 
due; a four-year degree programme is a four-year programme – no extra time.  This is indeed 
commendable.  I commend the Government Council and University Management for always being alive 
to their responsibilities. 
 

My special commendation goes to the very capable, dynamic and visionary Vice-Chancellor Professor Is-
haq Oloyede.  The have significantly moved the University forward to the admiration of all and sundry.  I 
must not fail, to also commend the staff and students for creating a conducive atmosphere on campus for 
productive academic activities 
 

The Government is now poised to revamp and reposition the Tertiary Education sub-sector to an enviable 
level.  The strategies are amply captured in the Roadmap for the Nigerian Education Sector.  The turn-
around strategies have definitive deliverables and appropriate timeliness. 
 

The University of Ilorin, as you are probably aware, is a beneficiary of the recent ETF High Impact 
Intervention Fund.  While I congratulate the University, it is our expectation that the Special Intervention 
and other grants approved for staff development and research, would be utilized to elevate the University 
to a flagship status.  The ETF Special Intervention is a reflection of Government determination and 
commitment to enhance and anchor scholarship in select Tertiary Institutions for now.  Some other 
universities, with the passage of time, would be similarly upgraded. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, I wish at this juncture, to congratulate the graduands for passing their 
examinations with flying colours.  I pray God to continue to guide and protect them in their future 
endeavours.  Their parents and guardians deserve my gratitude for the care and love showered on their 
wards during their studentship days. 
 

The University of Ilorin has been blazing the trail in showing the light; it should not relent on its mission. 
 

Once again, I congratulate the University, the staff and students for doing us proud. 
 

Thank you and God bless. 
 

Unilorin student comes first in national competitio n 
 500 level student of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering, University of Ilorin, Miss Alabi 
Abiola Adejoke, has emerged the overall best in an Independence Essay Competition for 
undergraduate students in Nigeria. 

 
 
 
 

A
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The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, citing a letter he received to that effect from the Registrar 
of the Institute of Planning, Nigeria, Mr. Chris Gaiya, disclosed this in his address during the Founder’s 
Day and 25th convocation ceremony of the University of Ilorin held recently. 
 

The national competition was organised by the body as a result of the need to institutionalise the 
planning culture in Nigeria and beyond and several entries were received throughout the federation 
from which that of the Unilorin student was adjudged overall best. 
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Abimbola rolls out agenda for PG School   
he new Dean of  the University of Ilorin Postgraduate School, Prof. Isaac O. Abimbola, has unfolded 
his plan for taking the postgraduate programmes of the University to greater heights. 

 

Prof. Abimbola, who is an Applied Scholastics International Instructor, made this known in  a position 
paper he prepared towards actualising his vision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
close monitoring of the postgraduate students’ registration, payment of fees and progress, using a 
progress monitoring checksheet to reduce the unit cost of studentship and improve efficiency of the 
system; 
 

enforcement of the mode of study of postgraduate students, so that full time students actually devote full 
time to their work by obtaining leave of absence or study leave from their places of work, where 
applicable; 
 

creation of statutory dates on the university academic session planner for Departmental and Faculty 
Postgraduate Committee meetings to be in harmony with the dates of Postgraduate Board meetings; 
 

facilitation of the establishment of reserach groups and consortia to source for research funds, execute 
research projects, to increase the tempo of research activities in the University; and 
 

organisation of an annual Postgraduate School Lecture using the available endowment fund, among 
others. 

Unilorin VC, I congratulate you, by JABU VC  
he Vice-Chancellor of Joseph Ayo Babalola University (JABU), Ikeji-Arakeji, Prof. C.O. Osun, 
has specially congratulated the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, on the 25th convocation 
ceremonies and Founder’s Day of the University of Ilorin. 

 

“My dear Vice-Chancellor, this is the time to congratulate the University of Ilorin for being ranked as the 
second best University on webometric ranking and for being the only Nigerian University among the top 
50 African Universities by web popularity.  This is also the time to congratulate the University of Ilorin 
for being a Centre for Hydropower Research and Development in the country, among other laudable 
achievements”, he wrote. 
 

Prof. Osun added further that “this is also a time to congratulate the Vice-Chancellor in particular, for the 
global declaration that you have never taken a bribe in your life.  How many public officers can make 
such a declaration? All these and more achievements spurred me, on behalf of Council, Senate, Staff and 
Students of Joseph Ayo Babalola University, to heartily rejoice with you, as well as the Council, Senate, 
Management, Staff and Students of the University of Ilorin on the occasion of its 25th Founder’s Day and 
the Convocation Ceremony.  I wish you, staff, students and the entire University community successes in 
your future endeavours”. 

T 

T
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According to the Dean, who is a former Provost, Osun 
State College of Education, Ilesa, Osun State, the 
Postgraduate School is “the repository of the ingredients 
of the standard of a university”, an important activity 
centre in any university. 
  
“The number and the quality of the products and their 
research project reports, dissertations or theses are an 
indication of the standard of a university,” he noted. 
 

Prof. Abimbola’s agenda consists of working closely with 
all Departments and Faculties offering postgraduate 
programmes and his vision comprises a number of items, 
16 in total, among which are: Dean of PG School, Prof. Abimbola 
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Centre organises HIV/AIDS workshop  
he Centre for Supportive Services for the Deaf, in collaboration with the Kwara State Action 
Committee on AIDS (KWASACA), is organising a two-day HIV/AIDS Education Workshop for 
‘Persons with Special Needs’.  The workshop comes up on Thursday and Friday, this week 

(November 5 and 6, 2009) at the University Auditorium. 
 

All members of the University community are invited. 

Unilorin in the News 
(Contd from page 10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has noted that despite many announcements and efforts 
made for Unilorin graduands to come for their certificates, some 20,000 unclaimed certificates of 
graduands are still with the University. 

 (‘VC laments unclaimed certificates’, Peoples Daily, Monday October 26, 2009, p.33) 
�  The Minister of Education, Dr. Sam Egwu, has remarked that the Education Trust Fund special 

intervention fund is an indication of the Federal Government’s commitment to education during the 25th 
Convocation of the University of Ilorin. 
(‘ETF: Egwu explains special intervention fund’, Nigerian Tribune, Monday October 26, 2009, p.50) 

�  A moment during the 28th Convocation of the University of Ilorin has been frozen in a photograph that 
contains the pro-chancellor of the University, Alhaji Tukur Mani, The Chancellor, Dr. Benjamin 
Keagborekuzi, The VC, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede and the Registrar, Mrs. Olufolake Oyeyemi.(same as above) 

�  The University of Ilorin and the University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital pension desk officers have been 
invited to present the files of their pensioners. 

 (‘National Pension Commission’, The Punch, Tuesday October 27, 2009, p.59) 
�  The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has said in a media briefing that the future of humanity lies in 

the youth of today, and without education, the youth will have neither today nor tomorrow. 
(‘We must give proper education to youths – VC’, Nigerian Tribune, Thursday October 29, 2009. p.26) 

�  At the 25th convocation ceremony of the University of Ilorin recently,the Minister of Education, Dr. Sam 
Egwu, has commended the University for distinguishing itself in learning and research just as he lauded 
the University for mainataining an uninterrupted academic calendar. 

     (‘(Egwu)...commends Unilorin for uninterrupted calendar’, Daily Trust, Thursday, October 29, 2009, p. 35) 
�  A columnist, Is’haq Modibbo Kawu, has observed that the University of Ilorin has recorded landmark 

achievements in the past few years saying that the first alumnus VC of the University, Prof. Is-haq 
Oloyede, came in with a solid background of experience and scholarship. 
(‘The good example from University of Ilorin’, Daily Trust,  same as above, p. 56)  

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has identified education, the type 
that is efficient and consistent, as the solution to the various problems confronting Africa while speaking at 
the 25th convocation ceremony of the University recently. 
(‘Education only solution to African problems – VC’, New Nigerian, Thursday, October 29, 2009, p. 19) 

�  While speaking at the 25th convocation ceremony of the University of Ilorin recently, the Pro-Chancellor 
of the University, Alh. Tukur Mani, has charged the Federal Government to address the problem of 
graduate unemployment saying that the restiveness of the youth cannot be caged at all time. 
(‘Address problem of graduate unemployment – Mani’, New Nigerian, same as above, p.21) 

�  The photograph of the Registrar, Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Deputy Vice-Chancellors of the 
University of Ilorin during the last 25th convocation has been published. 

 (‘The Registrar..’, The Nation, Thursday, October 29, 2009 p.B2) 
�  President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua has commended the University of Ilorin and its Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 

Is-haq Oloyede, (‘Yar’Adua lauds students’, ‘UNILORIN File” same as above) 
�  Prof. Lasun Emiola and Mr. S.S. Sinkaye have been presented merit awards and gifts as they retire from 

the University of Ilorin. (‘Emiola bows out of service’, same as above) 
�  The Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, HRM Dr. Benjamin Ikenchukwu, has said that the students of 

the University are the type of leaders Nigeria needs. (‘Chancellor praises students’, same as above) 
�  The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has said that 10% of the research funds available have not 

been assessed by the Nigerian scholars while the Pro-Chancellor of the University, Alh. Tukur Mani, has 
urged the Federal Government to stem the tide of graduate unemployment. 
(‘Huge research fund for varsities lay idle’, same paper as above, p.B5) 

Monday       NEWS       November 2, 2009 
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Unilorin in the News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

�   
 
�  The Chief Medical Director of the University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital, Dr. Sulyman Kuranga, has 

called for the encouragement of local drug manufacturers. 
(‘CMD wants boost for local drug manufacturers’, The Herald, Monday October 26, 2009, p.3) 

�  The Minister of Education, Dr. Sam Egwu, has described the University of Ilorin as a visionary 
institution that he is proud of. 

 (‘Unilorin commended for running uninterrupted calendars’, same as above) 
�  The Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Alhaji Tukur Mani, has noted that the University of Ilorin 

would not have succeeded as it has without dedicated staff the University has. 
(‘Ranking: Unilorin springs surprises among African varsities’, same as above, p.24) 

�  The University of Ilorin and the University of Cape Coast have reached an agreement to establish an 
African Centre for Culture, Science and Sustainable Development. 

 (‘Unilorin, Ghana varsity parley on addressing devt. challenges’, same as above). 
�  The Secretary General of Magna Charta Observatory, Bologna, Italy, Mr. Bastian Baumman, has made 

a case for the desirability of academic freedom and university autonomy at the 25th convocation 
lecture of the University of Ilorin. 

 (‘Reasons for university autonomy’, same as above, p.25) 
�  The Minister of Education, Dr. Sam Egwu, has asked the University of Ilorin management to recruit its 

13 first class graduates. 
(‘Minister directs Unilorin to employ 13 graduates’, National Pilot, Monday 26th Wednesday 28th 
October, 2009, front page.) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has been captured in a photograph taken during the 
launching of Arik Airline operations at the Ilorin International Airport. 

 (‘Flogging off of Ark Airline operations in Kwara State’, same as above, p.16) 
�  Moments of the University of Ilorin 25th Convocation have been captured in published photographs. 
 (‘People places and events, same as above, p.17) 

�  The University of Ilorin Christian Alumni Association has scheduled its end of the year celebration for 
the Lagos State Television complex on the 28th of November. 

 (‘Unilorin Alumni meet, The Guardian, Monday October 26, 2009, p.12) 
�  The Education Trust Fund, the International Foundation of Science and the Installation Services and 

Maintenance are to provide state of the art laboratories for the University of Ilorin and five other 
Universities. 
(‘ETF to develop facilities in 6 varsities’, Peoples Daily, Monday October 26, 2009, p.33) 
                                                      (Contd. on page 9) 
 

Quote s of the Week  
If your actions inspire others to dream more, 
learn more, do more and become more, you are 
a leader.                       – John Quincy Adams 
 

Without faith, nothing is possible. With it, 
nothing is impossible.           -   Mary Bethune 
 

Everything that is done in life is done by the 
hopeful. No matter your age; no matter your 
circumstances; no matter your financial 
wealth; without hope, nothing is possible.  
                                    -  Martin Luther King 
 

A nation is a society united by a delusion 
about its ancestry and by common hatred of its 
neighbours.                – William Ralph Inge 

�   The University of Ilorin has held its 25th 
Convocation ceremony where the Minister of 
Education, Dr. Sam Egwu, praised the University 
for showing the path of development of tertiary 
education in Nigeria. 
(‘NTA Network News, Sunday, 25th October, 2009). 

�  A brother to a former lecturer of the University of 
Ilorin and failed editor of a dead newspaper, Mr. 
Kunle Fagbemi, who hides his identity under a 
pseudonym, Idowu Akinlotan, has abused the 
public space he enjoys again by attacking the 
University of Ilorin and its Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
Is-haq Oloyede, in his column for the upteenth 
time. 
(‘ASUU makes peace with honour’ The Nation 
Sunday, October 25, 2009, backbage) 
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