
 
 
 
 
 

Bank donates N 25million, lauds Unilorin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

he pioneer bank in Nigeria, First Bank, has donated a sum of N25 million to the University of 
Ilorin towards the staging of the 24th Conference of the Association of Vice-Chancellors of 
Nigerian Universities 2009 (AVCNU 2009) to be hosted by the University. 

 

Presenting the cheque to the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, supported by principal officers of 
the University, in his office last Friday (May 22, 2009), the leader of the delegation and Executive 
Director of First Bank, Mr. Kehinde Lawanson, said he was impressed by “the remarkable development” 
that the University of Ilorin is undergoing. 
 

According to Mr. Lawanson, First Bank is proud to be associated with the University of Ilorin and is 
ready to site a branch on the campus.  He observed that a visitor to the University would be unmistakably 
struck by good architecture, good landscaping and the aura of the University environment gives what he 
called “the impression of unusual serenity.”                                                                   (Contd. on page 2) 
 

Iraq debacle reflects the curse of Babel -Whitton 
rof. David Whitton of the University of Lancaster, England, has described as ironic the looting of 
artefacts in Iraq, the modern successor of ancient Mesopotamia where Babel, the first city to be 
built after the great flood in the era of Noah, is located.  
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The professor of European languages and cultures disclosed this 
while delivering the 2009 Faculty of Arts Lecture entitled “Lifting 
the Curse of Babel: Language Identify and Theatre in Post-colonial 
Cultural Context” at the University Auditorium last Wednesday 
(May 20, 2009).  He argued that reality of life experienced in 
occupied Iraq is ironic given that it is in Iraq that the city of Babel, 
which attempted to build a tower to reach the heaven, was located 
before God cursed humanity and split the then monolingual world 
into a world of many tongues.              (Contd. on page 4) 

MILLIONAIRE:  L-R, a First Bank official,; 
Mr. Lawanson, ED; presenting the cheque to 
Prof. Ayorinde, DVC (Academic); Prof. 
Oloyede, VC; and Prof. Olayemi, DVC ( MS) 

 
Prof. Whitton delivering his lecture 

last Wednesday 
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First Bank supports Unilorin with N25 million  
(Contd. from front page) 
While commending the Oloyede administration on the visible achievements, Mr. Lawanson described his 
bank as the first and the best in Nigeria, saying that the fact that it predated the existence of Nigeria, 
having been established in 1894, has given it a lead as a result of its vast experience. 
 

According to Executive Director, part of what makes the bank to be successful is its dynamism, which 
makes it engage competent and confident people to manage it.  He disclosed that prior to the 
establishment of the Central Bank in 1959, his ‘first and the best’ bank used to function in the capacity of 
the Central Bank of Nigeria. 
 

In his response, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, appreciated the gesture of the bank, which 
he described as a combination of strength, experience and innovative dynamism. 
 

On the University of Ilorin, the Vice-Chancellor said it is a public-private university explaining that 
though it is public by establishment, act and statute, the University has been fortunate to be run by its 
successive administrators with the commitment of a private venture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Vice-Chancellor disclosed that the University management had awarded contracts worth billions of 
naira over the past one year but nobody in his administration has taken a kobo as a bribe from anybody.  
He assured the bank that the money donated to the University would be well utilised and accounted for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In terms of administration, the University is fortunate to have been 
administered by illustrious Nigerians.  I am lucky because the 
foundation had been laid and I have been preceded by people with 
vision.  Nobody had ever taken the University towards a wrong 
direction.  We are a public Nigerian University, yet we can assure 
you that we are world-class in terms of honesty, integrity, 
transparency, teaching, research and community service”, Prof. 
Oloyede said. 
 

 
OUR TOKEN: Dr. (Mrs) Mejabi presenting the 

University gift to Mr. Lawanson 
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Going down memory lane, Prof. Oloyede said AVCNU started 
its annual conference about 32 years ago and it was an 
intellectual banquet from which young and experienced 
scholars whetted their appetite.  
 

He noted further that the conference later became an exclusive 
preserve of the Vice-Chancellors, a trend that he and his 
colleagues in the Association decided to reverse by returning it 
to its status quo ante, where the conference would be a 
meeting of minds between all important segments of the 
university and the society. 
 He appreciated the delegation, which comprised Messrs Adewuyi Alabi, Business Development Manager, 
Ibadan; Omotayo C. Abraham, Business Development Manager, Kwara; Bashir S. Abdullahi, Branch 
Manager, Ilorin Main Branch and Samson Sokundi of the Executive Director’s Office, just as he noted that 
the occasion was a beginning of a new partnership between the bank and the university. 
 

Highlights of the meeting included the presentation of the N25 million cheque to the University management 
and the presentation of gifts to the leader of the delegation by the acting Dean of Communication and 
Information Sciences, Dr. (Mrs.) O.V. Mejabi, after which the delegation was led on a familiarisation tour of 
University fishing and plantation projects. 
 

Joining the Vice-Chancellor to receive the delegation were the DVC (Academic), Prof. K.L. Ayorinde; DVC 
(Management Services), Prof. A.B. Olayemi; the Bursar, Mr. Ayo Sijuwola; the Dean of Student Affairs, 
Prof. S.A. Abdulkareem;Dr. (Mrs) Mejabi; the Chairman, AVCNU 2009 LOC, Prof. Olufemi Ogunsanwo; 
the S.A. to the Vice-Chancellor, Mrs. S.A. Oroge, the Officer-in-Charge of the Directorate of Information 
and Protocol, Mr. M.A. Adedimeji as well as Messrs Abdul-Akeem Ajijola and Babatope Soremi of CS2. 
mamagers. 

GREEN CAMPUS: the delegation and the 
University on the Teak plantation site 
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Adesoye and Joseph: spotlight on council members  
rof. Abimbola Abefe Adesoye of the Department of Human Kinetic and Health Education joined 
the services of the University of Ilorin on the September 30, 1981 and was appointed a Professor 
on  October 1, 2004. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prof. Adesoye has about 40 publications which include journal articles and chapters in books to his credit.  
He has also attended and presented papers in several conferences across the length and breadth of Nigeria.  
In the course of his career in the University, he has supervised more than 35 P.G.D.E., M.Ed and Ph.D. 
projects. 
 

Prof. Adesoye had served as a member of the Editorial Board of Ilorin Journal of Education, Coordinator 
of Postgraduate Programme of the Department of Human Kinetic and Health Education/Physical and 
Health Education, Director of Sports, University of Ilorin, and Chairman, Campus Transport Board 
among others. He has also been an External Examiner to many Universities in Nigeria including the 
University of Ibadan, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria and other institutions of higher learning. 
 

A seasoned sports scholar and administrator, Prof. Adesoye was a coach in the Kwara State Sports 
Council in 1977, Chairman, NUGA (National Executive Committee) Squash Racket Game between 1997 
and 1999 and Chairman, Kwara State Tennis Association from the year 2000 to date. He became a 
member of the Governing Council of the University of Ilorin on Monday April 6, 2009. 
 

Also elected as internal member of Council along with Prof. Adesoye is Dr. John Kolade Joseph, a Senior 
Lecturer in the Department of Food Science and Home Economics, Faculty of Agriculture. Dr. Joseph 
bagged his first degree from the Department of Biochemistry, University of Ilorin in 1980 and 
subsequently obtained his M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in 1984 and 1990 respectively at the University of 
Ibadan.  He joined the services of the University of Ilorin in April 1987. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

 
 
 
 

P

Fast Facts File 
 Did you know?  

�  Facebook has 200 million users worldwide and 3.5 billion 
minutes is spent on it on a daily basis, with 850 million 
photographs and 8 million videos uploaded on it monthly. 

�  Mark Zuckerberg, the then student of Harvard University, who 
founded Facebook, is a drop-out. 

�  Researchers from Ohio State University and Ohio Dominican 
University have found that the grade-point averages (GPA) of 
student users of Facebook are lower (3.0-3.5) than those of non-
users (3.5-4.0) but 79% of users would not want to believe it. 

�  It is better to face your book than waste time on Facebook. 
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Prof. Adesoye had his first degree in Physical Education at Ahmadu 
Bello University in June 1980. He subsequently obtained his M.Ed. 
degree and Ph. D  from the University of Ibadan respectively in 1985 
and 1989.  He is a member of the Curriculum Organisation of Nigeria 
and many other professional bodies. 
 

Dr. Joseph has published extensively in his chosen fields and his publications 
include journal articles, chapters in books and book projects.  He has attended and 
presented papers at over 30 workshops, conferences, seminars and trainings. 
Between 1995 and 1999, Dr. Joseph was the Editor of some journals, including 
Agro-Search and Centrepoint. The editor the Book of Proceedings of the 26th 
Conference of the Nigerian Society for Animal Production also belongs to several 
professional and bodies including the Nigerian Society of Experimental Biology, the 
Nigerian Society of Animal Production, Institute of Food Technology, Chicago, etc. 
 

Dr. Joseph 

 The former ASUU helmsman has 
served the University in many 
capacities as Sub-Dean, Student 
Affairs Unit, Acting Head, 
Department of Animal Production; 
Co-coordinator, Department of 
Home Economics and Food 
Science, Faculty representative, 
University Library and Publications 
Committee, etc. The don was also 
external examiner at the West 
African Examinations Council 
(WAEC) from 1983 to 1998 and 
Supervisor, Joint Admission and 
Matriculation Board. 
 

 Prof. Adesoye 
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Let creative writing count more - Don  
he Head of the Department of the Performing Arts, Prof. Ayo Akinwale, has called on the 
authorities of the University of Ilorin to increase the points awarded to creative writing during the 
promotion exercises. He made this appeal while speaking at a departmental lecture delivered by 

Prof. David Whitton of the University of Lancaster in his Department last Thursday (May 21, 2009). 
 

According to Prof. Akinwale, creative writing is not much appreciated for promotion exercises, a 
situation that he noted has even improved in the University of Ilorin now because there was a time that 
creative writing did not attract any point at all in the past. He therefore urged performing arts scholars to 
write academic papers on each of their plays performed just as he urged management to continue to let 
creative writing attract more points than it is. 
  
Earlier in his lecture, “The Theory and Practice of Theatre Arts”, the Secretary General of the 
International Federation of Theatre Research (IFTR), Prof. Whitton, whose academic visit to the 
University of Ilorin was facilitated by an IFTR member and lecturer in the Performing Arts Department, 
Mr. Jeleel O. Ojuade, noted that it is not until recently that Theatre Arts is accorded its independent status 
saying that the field used to be part of other departments in Arts. 
 

He highlighted the fault line between the theory and practice of theatre arts suggesting that it is desirable 
for academics to combine theory with practice. While describing the relationship between the theory and 
practice of theatre arts as interconnected and hierarchical, the don submitted that appropriate 
documentation of performances is a crucial role that academics should play.  
 

Corroborating the guest lecturer, a lecturer in the Department, Dr. Austin Emielu, who moderated the 
programme, noted that the difference between performing arts practitioners and scholars is that while the 
former enjoys wealth and fame, the latter enjoys the respect of belonging to the intellectual class. He 
observed that some people still combine theatre scholarship with professional theatre practice and thus 
combine the benefits of both while the students of the department entertained the visiting don with a 
performance of ‘Time For Change’, the AAU drama presentation. 

Whitton describes England as the most plural societ y  
(Contd. from  front page) 
The specialist in French theatre dwelled extensively on the modern trend of polyglot theatre which takes 
different forms and aims at different ends.  He described what he called ‘linguistic promiscuity of 
polyglot theatre’ as a reflection of global events such as increased immigration, multiculturalism and 
increasing cultural plurality of countries.   
 

Prof. Whitton opined that there is no linguistic homogeneity in any modern country of the world adding 
that England which was the most homogeneous of European countries in the past is the most plural 
society today.  The don cited a 1965 polyglot performance by Prof. Wole Soyinka in England where the 
media of presentation switched from English to Yoruba and then to Pidgin as an example of polyglot 
performance as he noted that the performance confused a segment of the audience. He also acknowledged 
Ola Rotimi as a playwright who often experimented with polyglot theatre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T

The 1974 Ph.D. holder explained the purpose of polyglot theatre as that 
of inclusion and exclusion. He added that such exclusion and the initial 
confusion it generates, as obtainable in abstract arts, is meant to 
provoke the mind into thought.   
 

He posited that polyglot theatre is a realism reflecting the dynamics of 
contemporary life and there are more bilingual speakers in the world 
today than there are multilingual speakers.  The don, who expressed his 
fascination with the University campus describing it as beautiful, also 
dwelled on the practice of cultural hybridism in English theatre.  

Monday       NEWS         May 25, 2009 

The Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Management Services), Prof. Albert B. Olayemi, who represented the Vice-
Chancellor at the occasion, thanked Prof. Whitton for sharing his vast knowledge with the University. He 
added that it is the University policy to attract and learn from scholars from all parts of the world. He then 
urged academics to take advantage of the don to familiarise themselves with English scholarship. 
 

EGGHEADS:L-R, Dean of Arts, Prof. 
Akanmidu, Prof. Whitton and DVC 
(MS) Prof. Olayemi at the lecture 
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Get more education, save your job – Oyeyemi  
he Registrar, Mrs. Olufolake O. Oyeyemi, has disclosed that starting from the end of 2010, all staff 
who do not have S.S.C.E. credit in English stand the risk of losing their appointments. Citing the 
decision of the Appointments and Promotions Committee (A&PC) in that respect while meeting 

with the registry staff of the University last week, Mrs Oyeyemi implored all staff to improve themselves. 
 

According to the Registrar, the meeting was intended to deliberate on some problems bordering on the 
performance of non-academic staff in the course of their duty. She said such meeting became necessary as 
a result of complaints received from various departments and units on the performance of registry staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

At a similar meeting held with the junior staff, the Registrar, who was represented by the Deputy 
Registrar (Establishments), Mr. E.D. Obafemi, reminded the staff of the heavens and earth they promised 
their employers while seeking employment. She urged junior staff to be proud rather than ashamed of 
their work saying that there is dignity in labour. She warned them against collecting money in whatever 
guise from students and prospective students of the University just as she encouraged them to engage in 
self development and follow the due process before proceeding on leave. 

Give peace a chance, NIREC urges Nigerians 
he Nigeria Inter-Religious Council (NIREC), the umbrella body of Muslim and Christian leaders in 
Nigeria, co-chaired by the Sultan of Sokoto and President-General of the Nigerian Supreme Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a communiqué issued at the end of the meeting and signed by the two Co-Chairmen and the National 
Coordinator, NIREC observed, among others, that peace and security are gradually returning to Plateau 
State; peace is a process of ensuring and sustaining justice, fairness and equity to all in the society; the 
two major religions in the country, Islam and Christianity, preach peace and respect for other religions; 
adherents of both religions must uphold peace in all their undertakings; sources of conflicts are multi- 
                                                                                                

T

T 

While advising the staff to be punctual, loyal to the system and 
committed to their job, Mrs. Oyeyemi said that staff need to put 
extra effort into their job to further actualise the vision and mission 
of the University adding that change is inevitable and the 
University cannot afford to be static in a dynamic world.   
 

The Registrar asked the staff to join hands in building a registry 
department that the University can depend on saying that a 
committee under her chairmanship has been put in place to address 
problems faced by non-academic staff. She added that this is very 
important given the enviable status of the University among its 
peers on the African continent, where other universities are eager to 
replace Unilorin as the premium African University.   
 

 ADMINISTRATIVE GURUS: L-R, Dr. 
Adisa, DR; Mr. Obafemi, DR 

(Establishments); Mrs. Oyeyemi, Registrar 
and Mrs Olowoleni, DR (Academic) 
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for Islamic Affiars (NSCIA), Alhaji Muhammad Sa’ad 
Abubakar, and the Catholic Archbishop of Abuja and 
President of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), 
Dr. John Onaiyekan, has called on Nigerians to imbibe the 
virtues of peace, tolerance, mutual respect and 
understanding preached by the two religions.  
 

Speaking after the meeting of the Council that held between 
May 18 and 20 at Hill Station Hotel, Jos, the Executive 
Secretary and National Coordinator of NIREC, Prof. Is-haq 
O. Oloyede, urged Nigerians to love one another, tolerate 
one another and allow the teachings of the two religions to 
reflect in their lives. Prof. Oloyede added that the nation 
would be better if adherents of the two religions live 
according to the teachings of their holy books. 

PEACE MAKERS: Governor Jang; Sultan of 
Sokoto, Alh. Abubakar; Vice-President of CAN 
and rep of the co-Chairman, Rev. Okoh and 
NIREC National Coordinator, Prof. Oloyede, at 
the Government House, Jos last Wednesday 
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NIREC urges Nigerians to embrace peace and dialogue  
(Contd. from page 5) 
dimensional and are mostly socio-economic and political in nature; the elite are often involved in inciting 
people and fomenting social unrest to promote political or personal agenda; corruption in the country is of 
great concern and efforts must be intensified to reduce and if possible, erase it from our polity; and, some 
media houses have through sensationalism, inaccurate reporting and wrongful manipulation of facts and 
other details, fuelled religious and other crises in the society. 
 

Based on those observations, the Council then resolved to: 
·  use religion as an instrument for societal harmony, growth and recipe for a stronger and united 

Nigeria; 
·  be totally committed to the cause of promoting peace, justice and fair play without fear or favour; 
·  call on Governments at all levels to carry out specific activities aimed at promoting peace in their 

domains;  
·  caution some religious preachers who conduct inciting sermons and thereby fan the embers of 

religious disharmony, misunderstanding and strife; 
·  urge adherents of the two religions to adopt discourse as an effective means of encouraging 

peoples’ understanding of peaceful co- existence; 
·  affirm our commitment to the pursuance of practical actions towards the resolutions of conflicts 

arising from interactions of peoples in a multi-ethnic and multi-religious society so that the impact 
of the Council would be felt by all; 

·  urge Faith-based Organisations to build an effective and efficient platform for peace and religious 
harmony in Nigeria through the promotion of socio-economic justice, transparency and good 
governance; 

·  call on the electronic and print media to abide by the ethics of their profession which promote 
social responsibility and demand factual and accurate reporting of events; 

·  urge the media to use their strategic position to promote religious harmony in the society; 
·  urge the Federal and State Governments of Nigeria to create and sustain the requisite environment 

for the actualization of the fundamental rights of all Nigerians to live, work and practise their trade 
or profession in any part of Nigeria without the fear of any molestation or expulsion  without the 
due process of law; 

·  urge all Nigerians to cultivate the culture of peaceful co-existence and promotion religious 
understanding and harmony; 

·  urge those States that have not established State chapters of NIREC to do so without delay in 
order to further promote love, peace, interaction and cooperation between Christians and Muslims; 

·  commend the Co-Chairmen of the Council for their dynamic and purposeful leadership; and 
·  thank the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua GCFR, for 

his continual support for the activities and programmes of the Nigeria Inter-Religious council 
(NIREC)��

�

 Earlier in an address delivered at the opening ceremony of the meeting, which was attended by 
dignitaries including the Speaker, Plateau State House of Assembly, Secretary to the State Government, 
members of the State Executive Council, Traditional/Religious Leaders and Elder Statesmen from the 
North Central Zone of Nigeria, the Governor of Plateau State, Jonah David Jang, had commended NIREC 
for the role it played in the attainment of peace in his state. He noted that one of the threats to the 
development on Nigeria borders on religious conflict and that fact underscores the strategic and timely 
role of NIREC in the polity. 
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According to Governor Jang, “the place of religion in the life of individuals and nations is critical and 
central both in this life and in the hereafter. Religion can be an instrument of societal harmony and growth 
and can equally be used for discord and chaos. The advocates and adherents are the ones to determine its 
utility value.” He added that his government would continue to work with religious and community 
leaders “to foster unity and guarantee peace so that our state will once again be a home for all Nigerians 
and the bastion of peace.” 
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Unilorin hosts Nigerian Vice-Chancellors next week  
ll is now set for the hosting of the 24th Conference of the Association of Vice-Chancellors of 
Nigerian Universities (AVCNU), which is taking place at the University of Ilorin beginning from 
next Monday. 

 

The conference, themed “21st Century University Education in Nigeria: Strides, Challenges and 
Pathways” is expected to be attended by all Vice-Chancellors of the Nigerian federal, state and private 
universities, among other participants. 
 

Other sub-themes of the conference are “Funding University Development”, “Training the Next 
Generation of Academics”, “Morality/Ethics in Education”, “Leveraging Universities to Achieve 7-Point  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
According to a statement signed by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, available on the 
conference website (http://avcnu.web.officelive.com), the whole conference is based on the premise that 
the University produces two fundamental outputs, which are human resources and knowledge in its 
various forms. 
 

“As many employers of labour are painfully aware, the Human Resources output of our university system 
often requires additional investment before they are deployable. Furthermore, the availability and 
relevance of the university system need to be addressed,” the statement reads. 
 

According to Prof. Oloyede, “while cognisant of the multiplicity of the challenges we all face, the 
organisers of this conference look forward to the articulation of a framework for dialogue between, within 
and beyond the triple helix of Government, Academia and Industry as one of the outputs of this 
conference. Such ongoing dialogue between stakeholders will facilitate a virtuous upward cycle where 
Academia delivers on its potential while society delivers on its promise and the nation as a whole 
prospers.” 
 

The AVCNU over the years has served as a veritable platform through which all Nigerian Vice-
Chancellors exchange ideas, debate issues and map out solutions to the various challenges confronting 
their individual universities. Among other things, the conference will engage entrepreneurs, employers of 
labour as well as users and potential users of the intellectual output of the university system. 
 

Confirmed speakers at the conference include honourable Ministers, Managing Directors of frontline 
Nigerian banks, Vice-Chancellors of selected African universities, former and incumbent Vice-
Chancellors of Nigerian universities and other leading luminaries in Government, Academia and Industry. 
 

Registration for the conference, which is five thousand naira (N5,000.00) only, continues till the end of 
today on the given website. The conference website, which can be further linked from the University of 
Ilorin website (www.unilorin.edu.ng), also provides additional information on speakers and schedule of 
events while enquiries should be directed to avcnu2009@unilorin.edu.ng. 
 
 

A

Agenda and the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs)” and “21st Century Nigerian University 
Education.” 
 

In a meeting of the Local Organising Committee 
(LOC) of the conference held last Friday (May 22, 
2009) at the Vice-Chancellor’s office, all arrangements 
were concluded to make the conference a huge success 
with a few holes remaining to be plugged identified. 
The various chairmen of the sub-committees were 
tasked to address few areas in the logistics of the entire 
planning. 
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Unbelievable UNILORIN! Regenerating for a new age 

According to observers, the conference promises to be one that no participant will forget in a hurry, 
given the level of preparation on ground, the quality of minds to participate in it as well as the calibre 
of people to address it. 
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Unilorin digitally empowers staff and students  
hortly after distributing scores of free laptops to some categories of staff of the University to make 
their jobs easier, the authorities of the University of Ilorin are going a step further to enhance the 
efficiency of the staff and students through the provision of, and the facilitation of  procuring, 

“notetakers.” 
 

“Notetakers” is a device that converts hand-written note to typed text, which the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
Is-haq O. Oloyede, came across during the last Association of African Universities (AAU) conference in 
Abuja. He subsequently invited the company to come and demonstrate how it works for a mixed audience 
of University management, staff and students a fortnight ago. 
 

While demonstrating the functionality of the device to the university community at the Auditorium, the 
representatives of Bluestream Systems and Devices Ltd. explained that the cost of the device, with its 
component software and hardware package, would be subsidised considerably for the university as the 
company is enamoured to be associated with the University of Ilorin.  
 

Based on the demonstration, “Notetakers” works  by installing its software on the computer system, 
attaching the hardware – a clip of sort –  on a piece of paper and using a pen, which can be easily refilled 
(all supplied with extra ink pots), to write on the paper. What is scribbled on paper is connected to the 
computer through a cord or without it, the cordless variety being a bit costlier. The written material on 
paper is reflected on the computer and is converted afterwards to printed matter by the system. 
   
Student leaders at the event noted that such a device would be useful to them in preparing their projects as 
it would save them the time spent on typing and the hassles associated with typists. 
 

As the University arranges to procure a number of the device specifically for some staff, especially those 
that take minutes of meetings, interested staff and students who are interested in the subsidised rate 
negotiated by the University are urged to indicate such interest by registering with the Deputy Registrar 
(Academic), Mrs. Folaranmi M. Olowoleni. 

Examinations progress in Unilorin, students bare mi nds 
s the Rain Semester examinations of the 2008/2009 academic session of Unilorin enter the second 
week without hitch or hindrance, students of the University have aired their views about a 
number of issues affecting them and the strike action elsewhere that does not affect them. 

 

According to Omole Olufisayo Modupe, a 300 level student of the Faculty of Science in a chat with 
Unilorin Bulletin, she had written a paper at the time of the interview. She also noted that students were 
studying hard for their exams and hardly was there a space left in the University Library as it was filled to 
the brim by studious students. She added that students are now broke and would want the examinations to 
end as scheduled so that they can have their deserved break. 
 

For Adeniyi Oluwaseyi John, a sophomore in the Faculty of Engineering and Technology who had 
already sat for his GNS and one GET examinations, he was aware that Academic Staff Union of 
Universities (ASUU) was on strike but he was very happy that the University of Ilorin lecturers did not 
join the strike. He advised ASUU to find better ways of pressing their demands rather than embarking on 
strike. While urging the Union to always put the interest of the students into consideration, he said he 
considered himself and fellow students in Unilorin fortunate because his morale would have been 
dampened if there was any interruption in his programme. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

S

A
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In the opinion of Abdullah Ismail, a final year student of the Faculty of Arts, he regretted he did not have 
the benefit of passing through the Computer-Based Test (CBT) but quickly added that fortunately 
Microsoft Digital Literacy Curriculum and Computer Appreciation Certificate examinations, which he 
will soon sit for through CBT, make him happy. While appreciating the University authority for providing 
uninterrupted power supply and adequate water on campus, which assisted him greatly in preparing for 
his final examinations, he implored the University to further ease the challenges of transportation faced by 
students as he recognised the national problem of fuel scarcity. He also would like the University to have 
a bus terminal at Challenge.                                                                                      (Contd. on page 9) 
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Students bare minds as examinations enter second we ek 
According to Jimoh Zainab Ajoke, a freshman (fresher) in the Faculty of Agriculture, the CBT has 
improved beyond what it was during her first semester examinations. She felt delighted that the 
University of Ilorin is not part of ASUU strike, a situation she considered beneficial to Unilorin students. 
 

On his own part, the outgoing President of the Student Union Government (SUG), Animashaun Jubril, 
noted that any Union is justified to fight its cause but it is one thing to have a cause and it is another to 
deploy the right strategies to pursue it. “It is high time ASUU discovered that perpetual strike actions will 
not solve their problems”, he noted, adding that on the contrary, embarking on strike only affects 
students, who are on the receiving end, just as he urged government to honour the agreement with ASUU. 
He congratulated Unilorin students on their just concluded SUG elections and wished them success in 
their examinations. 
 

Speaking further, Mr. Animashaun observed that “the conduct of this semester examination started well, 
but again with respect to CBT exams, management should provide more facilities and logistics that will 
make us to fully appreciate the rationale behind the CBT.” 

CAC test for final year students holds mid-June  
 new date has been fixed for the Computer Appreciation Certificate (CAC) test for the final year 
students of the University.The date of the examination is now Monday 15th June, 2009. 

 

According to a statement signed by Mrs. M.O. Akinwumi on behalf of the Director of Computer Services 
and Information Technology (COMSIT) Unit, all concerned students are expected to consult the notice 
boards in their faculties and departments for the details of time table schedules. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A

Unilorin in the News 
(Contd. from page 8) 

�  A student of the University of Ilorin has appealed to management over students’ transportation challenges. 
(‘Mr. V.C. please look into Unilorin transportation problem’ National Pilot, Thu 21st – Sun 24th May 2009, p.7) 

�  The recent visit of the students of English of Umaru Musa Yar’adua University to the University of Ilorin 
has been described as eventful. 
(‘Lecturers, students take stocks of Yar’adua varsity visit to Unilorin’, same as above, p.21) 

�  A newspaper has opined that it is negotiation over the Unilorin former staff whose case is before the 
Supreme Court that accounts for the impasse in the agreement the Government and ASUU in 2007. 

      (‘Bad Pill’, The Nation, Wednesday May 20, 2009¸p.17) 
�  Prof. David Whitton of the University Lancaster has dissected the new phenomenon of polyglot theatre at 

the Faculty of Arts Lecture. 
 (‘NTA Ilorin News, Thursday May 21, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.) 

�  The Association of African Universities (AAU) conference, hosted by the Universities of Ilorin and Abuja, 
has called on African universities to generate ideas that will eventually attract funding. 
(‘AAU challenges varsity authorities on funding’, Daily Trust, Friday, May 22, 2009, p.4)  

�  The Minister of Education, Dr. Sam Egwu, has given a breakdown of N33bn grant to 6 Federal Universities 
including the University of Ilorin adding that no University can succeed without adequate funding. 

 (‘FG gives N33bn to 6 varsities’, The Herald, Friday May 22, 2009 p.4) 
�  The god of Iron in Yoruba mythology, Sango, has been brought to life in a colourful fashion by the final 

year students of the Department of Performing Arts, University of Ilorin. 
 (‘When Sango resumed on stage’, same as above, p.16) 

�  A University of Ilorin lecturer, Dr. J.A. Adewumi, has posited that students of private secondary schools in 
Nigeria as well as anywhere else in the world perform better in public examinations 

 (‘Role of private schools in education’, same as above, p.22) 
�  A lecturer in the Department of Religions, Dr. Abubakar Imam, has advised students of Western Illinois 

University, Macomb, USA, to take knowledge as a sacred trust. 
 (‘Visit shari’ah on corrupt public officers, Ali-Agan tells FG’, same as above, p.24) 

�  The lecture presented by the Director of Academic Planning, University of Ilorin, Prof. A.G.A.S. Oladosu, 
at the launch of a book co-written by Prof. Z.I. Oseni of the Department of Arabic and Dr. H. A. Abdusalam 
of the Department of Religions has been published in part. 
(‘Islam and technological advancement’, same as above, p.25) 

 

Monday       NEWS         May 25, 2009 



 10 

Unilorin in the News  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  Profs. Z.I. Oseni and A.G.A.S. Oladosu of the University of Ilorin have both extolled the virtues of the 
Mufti of Ilorin, Alh. K.S. Apaokagi, at the launching of a book co-written by Prof. Z.I. Oseni and Dr. 
H.A. AbdulSalam of the Departments of Arabic and Religions respectively. 
(‘Emulate Mufti of Ilorin, don urges’ National Pilot, Mon 18-Wed 20 May, 2009, p.2)  

�  A former lecturer of the University of Ilorin and Professor of African Literary Studies at Western 
Illinois University, Macomb, USA, Prof. Abdul-Rasheed Na-Allah, has been appointed Vice-
Chancellor of  Kwara State University. 

 (‘Na-Allah appointed Kwara varsity VC’, Nigerian Tribune, Monday 18th May 2009, p.35)  
�  The case of the 44 former lecturers of the University of Ilorin, which is before the Supreme Court, has 

been identified as one of the concerns of Academic Staff Union of Universities. 
 (‘Farewell to varsity education’, Nigerian Compass, Wednesday, May 20, 2009, p.22) 

�  The Dean of Student Affairs, Prof. S.A. Abdulkareem has commented on the University of Ilorin dress 
code while commentators and stakeholders have commended the University over the policy.  
(‘Curbing indecent dressing on Nigerian campuses’, Nigerian Tribune, Thursday 21 May, 2009, p.25) 

�  The University of Ilorin Governing Council has conducted a familiarisation tour of the University 
campus. 
(‘Council inspects facilities’, Unilorin File The Nation, Thursday May 21, 2009 p.22) 

�  The management of the University of Ilorin has frowned at the indiscriminate destruction of the 
University’s lawns and flowers 

 (‘Mgt warns against crossing of lawns’, same as above) 
�  The Faculty of Education football team has lifted the 2009 edition of VC’s Cup at final match against 

the Faculty of Clinical Sciences. 
 (‘Education lifts VC’s Cup; same as above) 

�  Students of the Faculties of Education and Science have emerged the best Sprinters in the University. 
 (‘Education and Science Students run best’, same as above) 

�  The address of the President of Nigeria, Alhaji Musa Yar’adua, at the AAU Conference jointly hosted 
by the Universities of Abuja and Ilorin has been x-rayed. 

 (‘FG urges VCs to network’, National Mirror, Thursday May 21, 2009, p.27) 
�  The Conference of Association of African Universities has elected the Vice-Chancellor of the 

University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, as its president. 
 (‘African VCs elect Oloyede their president’; same as above, p.30) 

�  In a letter signed by the Registrar of the University of Ilorin, Mrs. Olufolake Oyeyemi, authorities of 
the University have rescheduled the examinations slated for Friday 22nd May for S.U.G. elections. 
(‘Unilorin postpones examination over students Union election’, National Pilot; Thu 21st – Sun 24th 
May 2009, p.3)                   (Contd. on page 7) 
 

�  Kabiru Adegoke of the Faculty of Education has 
scored a lone goal which decided this year’s winner 
of the V.C’s cup against the College of Health 
Sciences. 
(‘Faculty of Education wins Unilorin VC’s cup’, 
The Herald, Monday May 18, 2009, p.13) 

�  A former lecturer at the Department of Modern 
European Languages, University of Ilorin, Prof. 
Abdul-Rasheed Na-Allah, has been appointed 
pioneer Vice-Chancellor of Kwara State University. 
(‘Na-Allah becomes pioneer VC, Kwara State 
University’, Daily Trust, Monday May 18, 2009, 
p.46) 
 

To receive an e-copy of UNILORIN BULLETIN weekly, 
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Quote s of the Week  
The definition of insanity is doing the same 
things over and over again and expecting 
different results. – Albert Einstein 
 

The judgment of others does not change 
who I am. Quite the opposite is true. It 
reveals who they are. – Terry McPhearson 
 

A true friend is the most precious of all 
possessions and the one we take the least 
thought about acquiring.  
                -Francois de La Rochefoucauld  


