
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

he Minister of Education, Dr. Sam Egwu, and the Minister of Labour, Prince Adetokunbo Kayode, 
are among the dignitaries that will arrive Unilorin today for the 24th Conference of the Association 
of Vice-Chancellors of Nigerian Universities (AVCNU 2009) hosted by the University. 

 

AVCNU members across the country will meet in Ilorin later today after which they will be hosted to a 
dinner by the Governor of Kwara State, Dr. Bukola Saraki, at the State Banquet Hall, Ilorin. 
 

At the opening Ceremony of the four-day Conference that comes up tomorrow at the University 
Auditorium, speakers include the Minister of Education, Dr. Egwu, who will formally declare the 
conference open and deliver a keynote speech on “Universities and the National Education Roadmap”. 
His speech will be followed by the keynote presentation of the Minister of Labour, Prince Kayode, on 
“Bridging the Skills Gap: Framework for Dialogue between Universities and Employers of Labour.” 
 

Earlier, the hosting Vice-Chancellor an President of the Association of African Universities, Prof. Is-haq 
O. Oloyede, will welcome the delegates after which the Chairman of the AVCNUC and Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Port-Harcourt, Prof. Dan Baridam, will give his openings remarks. (Contd.on page 2) 

Unilorin set to bridge gap with Oxford University  
he authorities of the Uiversityof Ilorin have finalised the strategies of reducing drastically whatever 
gap that exists between Unilorin and Oxford University. 
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This plan was unfolded by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq O. 
Oloyede, in an expanded Vice-Chancellor’s House Committee 
meeting held at the University last Wednesday (May 27, 2009). 
 

Justifying the ambition of the University, Prof. Oloyede, 
reiterated that if the University is made up of people, there is 
nothing stopping the University of Ilorin from being the best in 
the world if the management, staff and students dream it, desire 
it and work hard towards it.             (Contd. on page 3) 

Ministers, VCs, technocrats storm Unilorin  

HERE COME THE V-Cs: V-C, Unilorin; V-C, UniUyo; 
VC, UNAAB and V-C, OAU at the convocation ceremony 

of Michael Okpara University, Umudike 

UNILORIN: always better by far 
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Unilorin hosts Ministers, VCs, technocrats as AVCNU  begins 
(Contd. from front page) 
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The keynote speech of the conference, to be delivered by Prof. S.A.Muyibi of the International Islamic 
University, Malaysia, will centre on “Universities and Environmental Sustainability” while a keynote lecture 
on “Universities-Industry Dialogue: Matters Arising” will be delivered by the Managing Director of First Bank 
Plc., Mr. Sanusi Lamido Sanusi. 
 

There will be three plenary sessions after the opening ceremony as part of tomorrow’s activities.  Topics to be 
addressed during the first Plenary Session  by seasoned scholars, incumbent and former Vice-Chancellors, and 
distinguished technocrats include “Bridging the Knowledge Gap: Framework for Dialogue between University 
and Industry”, “The 7-Point Agenda and the Millenuium Development Goals (MDGs): Where Universities 
Need to be” and “Getting and Sustaining 21st Century ‘Info Structure’ through Public Private Partnership 
(PPP)”. The presenters are respectively Prof. Naana Opoku-Agyemang, Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Cape-Coast, Ghana, and Vice-President of the Association of African Universities; Hajiya Amina Ibrahim, 
Senior Special Assistant to the President on Millennium Development Goals and Dr. Wale Babalakin (SAN), 
Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council, University of Maiduguri, Maiduguri. 
 

The Second Plenary Session will feature presentations on “Training the Next Generation of Academics” by 
Professor Emeritus Ayo Banjo, immediate past Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council, University of Ilorin, 
“Incubating Entrepreneurship in the University System: A Case for National Development” by Alh. Nadada 
Umar, Director General of SMEDAN and “Stemming Corruption, Restoring our Moral Compass and 
Sustaining Ethics in our University System” by Prof. Peter Okebukola, immediate past Executive Secretary of 
the National Universities Commission, and Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council, Osun State University. 
The Third Plenary Session will focus on “University Infrastructure and Services: Concessioning Options, 
Considerations and Methodologies” and “Capacity Building: Giving Back to the Roots”, to be respectively  
delivered by Dr. (Mrs) Joe Odumakin, President, Campaign for Democracy, and Mr. Mayowa Afe of the 
National Association of Petroleum Explorationists (NAPE) after which delegates will have a free evening. 
 

On the third day of the Conference (Wednesday), the issue of funding, one of the sub-themes of the conference 
will come to the front burner. Paper presenters at the first plenary session are Prof. Julius Okojie, Executive 
Secretary, National Universities Commission; Prof. Oyewole of the Association of African Universities; Prof. 
A. J. Afolayan of the University of Fort Hare, South Africa and Dr. Aminu Ibrahim, Convener, Nigeria ICT 
Forum of Partnership Institutions. 
 

At the Second Plenary Session, at least five Vice-Chancellors of Nigerian universities will be speaking on the 
crucial issues of risk management, energy challenges, food security, among others.  The Vice-Chancellors are 
Prof. S.C. Achinewhu of Rivers State University of Science and Technology, Prof. Michael Faborode of  
Obafemi Awolowo University, Prof. Chinedu Nebo of the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, and Prof. Atahiru 
Jega of Bayero University, Kano. On the schedule is also Dr. Michael Smith, Vice-Chancellor, American 
University, Yola. 
 

Presentations to be made at the last plenary session will centre on “Open and Distance Learning: New 
Approach for 21st Century Education” by Prof. O. Jegede, Vice-Chancellor, National Open University of 
Nigeria”; “Funding Self-Actualising University Consortia for Building and Sustaining ‘Info structure’: A Case 
for the Nigerian Research Education Network (NIREC)” by Alh. Mansur Ahmed, Director General, 
Infrastructural Concession Regulatory Commission and “Connecting University Research to Industry 
Innovation: Ways and Means” by Galazy Backbone. 
  

After the Vice-Chancellors of Umaru Yar’Adua University, Katsina, Federal University of Technology, Minna 
and Caleb University, Lagos, Prof. D.A. Maiwada, Prof. M.S. Audu and Prof. T.O. Tayo respectively finalise 
the communiqué, the delegates will be hosted to a dinner by the Emir of Ilorin, HRH Alh. Ibrahim Sulu 
Gambari, while the delegates depart the following day. 
 

The AVCNU was formed in 1985 in order to serve as an avenue through which Nigerian Vice-Chancellors can 
exchange ideas, debate issues and outline solutions to the challenges of their individual universities. The 
University of Ilorin had hosted the conference in 1992 when the then President Ibrahim Babangida declared it 
open. The conference begins today and it ends on Thursday. 
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Unilorin verifies 14 students’ certificates  
he University of Ilorin management is probing the certificates of 14 students as part of its 
commitment to awarding its certificates strictly to deserving students. 

 

Officials of the University are currently at various institutions where the 14 students claim to have 
obtained their Interim Joint Matriculation Board (I.J.MB) and other results. 
 

Speaking on the verification exercise and the expulsion of 38 students who presented fake results and 
questionable certificates to the University to gain admission, the Dean of Student Affairs, Prof. S.A. 
Abdulkareem, said it was his utter disbelief and anger that such people with questionable character would 
apply to the University of Ilorin in the first instance. 
 

Prof. AbdulKareem said for every dubious character that gains admission into the University, thousands 
of deserving students with the right qualifications are denied admission given that for about four to five 
years, the quota for admission allotted to the University of Ilorin by the NUC has been less than 5,000. 
 

The Dean disclosed that while some of the students with such questionable credentials are at their 100 
level, many are in their final year and they are caught only because the University of Ilorin screens and 
re-screens the credentials of its students so that only students that are worthy in learning and in character 
are awarded certificates. 

Unilorin set to bridge gap with Oxford University 
(Contd. from front page) 
Justifying the ambition of the University, Prof. Oloyede reiterated that if the University is made up of 
people, there is nothing stopping the University of Ilorin from being the best in the world if the 
management, staff and students work hard towards it. 
 

The Vice-Chancellor, who believes that nothing is impossible, reiterated his conviction that whatever the 
mind can conceive and believe, man can achieve�� Prof. Oloyede further observed that the 1096- 
established Oxford University shares being a University with the University of Ilorin and the intellectual 
capital available at the Unilorin can compete adequately with any other in the world. 
 

In making the vision of bridging the gap between the two universities, the University is committing 
billions of naira, with the recent Federal Government intervention, to the development and upgrade of its 
facilities to make it a University to beat globally. 
 

Some of the projects to be executed in the University shortly include the construction of central research 
laboratories, procurement of standard teaching and research equipment for all the faculties, construction 
of faculty buildings and upgrading of power supply facilities, workshops, laboratories, lecture theatres, 
biological garden, establishment of modern teaching and research farm, construction of Phase Two of the 
University library, among several others. 
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Fast Facts File 
 Did you know? 

�  John Creasy, the English novelist who wrote 564 books, was rejected 753 times. 
�  Thomas Edison as a boy was told by his teacher that he was too stupid to learn 

anything. He became the most prolific investor in history with 1,093 U.S. 
patents in his name. He still touches your life as he invented the electric bulb. 

�  Albert Einstein that Time considered man of the 20th century was four years old 
before he spoke, and till the age of nine, he spoke incoherently. He was advised 
to drop out of high school because he would ‘never amount to much.’ 

�  Winston Churchill, the cerebral war-time Prime Minister of Great Britain failed 
the sixth grade while Michael Jordan, the best NBA player ever, was cut from 
his high school basketball team. 

�  You are not a failure except you accept you are and you can always fail forward.  
 

The University of 
Ilorin is one of the 
six federal 
universities that 
have benefitted from 
the 2009 Special 
Federal Government 
Capital Allocation of 
N33 billion. 
 

The target of the 
University is to 
match or come close 
to the standard of 
Oxford by the time 
its various plans are 
executed. 
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 4 
New Appointments 

 

2008/2009 STAFF DEVELOPMENT AWARD  

Learned Conference 
The following staff members have enjoyed the sponsorship of the University to learned conferences: 

Name Department Appointment Effective Date Duration  
Prof. Y.A. Quadri Religions Chairman, 

Unilorin Press 
Management 
Committee  

25th May, 2009 2 years 

Prof. Y.A. Quadri Religions Chairman, 
Library & 
Publication 
Committee 

25th May, 2009 2 years 

Recipient Programme Department Institution 
Miss Adewoyin, 
Olutomi Adeola 

Ph.D. Zoology University of Ibadan, 
Ibadan 

Recipient  Department  Nature of Conference Place Date 
Dr. A. Usman Economics 3rd Annual Conference of   

Society for Peace Studies 
and Practice (SPSP) 

Kano 22nd – 24th June 
2009 

Dr. Adeyina, A.O  Animal 
Production 

 4th Annual Conference 
of the Nigeria Mycotoxin 
Awareness & Study 
Network (NMASN)      

Nigeria Agric. 
Quarantine 
Service, Ibadan 

27th – 29th April, 
2009 

Mr. Salman, 
Abdulsalam 
Abiodun 

Faculty of 
Co,. & 
Information 
Services 

 National Asso. Of 
Library & Information 
Science Education 
(NALISE)       

University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka 

29th May, 2009 

Mr. A.B. Okunuga Electrical  
Engineering 

International Summer 
School & Workshop on 
Solar Energy       

University of 
Agriculture, 
Abeokuta Ogun 
State 

9th to 11th June, 
2009 

Prof. Z.I. Oseni Arabic National Conference on 
the Exploration of 
Nigeria’s Arabic/Ajami 

Kaduna 6th – 8th May, 
2009 

Mr. Olokooba 
Saka Muhammed 

Business Law National Conference on a 
Decade of Democracy     

Babangida 
University Lapai, 
Niger State 

17th – 20th May, 
2009 

 Mr. Ibrahim 
Imam 

Public Law National Conference on a 
Decade of Democracy 

Babangida 
University,Lapai 

17th – 20th May, 
2009 

Mr. Akanni Jimoh Electrical 
Engineering 

International Summer 
School & Workshop on 
Solar Energy 

Senate Chamber, 
University of 
Agriculture 
Alabata Abeokuta 
Ogun State 

9th – 11th June, 
2009 

Mr. Kayode 
Rowland M.O. 

Home 
Economics & 
Food Science 

Institute of Public 
Analysts of Nigeria 
(IPAN) 

Lagos Airport 
Hotel, Ikeja, 
Lagos 

28th – 29th April, 
2009 

Dr. S.T. 
Babatunde 

English 25th Nigeria English 
Studies Association 
(NESA)       

 Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria 

24th – 27th Sept. 
2008 
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OUR ATTITUDE, OUR ALTITUDE 

 

Text of the Closing Address delivered by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin and Co-
Chairman of the Steering Committee of the 12th General Conference of the Association of African 
University (AAU) co-hosted by the Universities of Abuja and Ilorin on the occasion of the Closing 

Ceremony at the Abuja International Conference Centre, Abuja, on Friday May 8 2009. 
 

 believe that I would be speaking your minds to say that this has been a highly rewarding, profoundly 
fulfilling and intellectually enriching conference. I hope it is one conference we shall all not forget in 
a hurry. I want to begin by thanking the AAU for availing us this great opportunity of critical 

reflection. I also want to appreciate all the presenters and discussants who have, through their diverse 
intellectual endowments and divergent academic backgrounds, imprinted their ideas on our collective 
psyche. I acknowledge all of us as well, delegates, officials, security and support personnel, who have 
made this possible. As the Yoruba people of Nigeria have a saying that he who does not appreciate 
favours is a thief, I thank you all immensely, on behalf of all of us in the Nigerian University System 
generally and the Universities of Abuja and Ilorin specifically. 
 
What strikes me ultimately at the end of this conference is that our attitude determines our altitude. In the 
various sessions held, plenary, parallel and business, opportunities have been opened for us not only to 
learn, relearn but also to unlearn. The present and future of Africa and the attainment of sustainable 
development through our higher institutions of learning are dependent on our attitude to square up to the 
challenges before us and act purposively and purposefully. Hence, our attitude to the issues presented 
before us determines the altitude we will reach in bringing about sustainable development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
as well as the parallel sessions on the various angles that our leading scholars used to highlight the sub-
themes of teaching and learning, greening the campuses, research and development and community 
engagement, have made us to benefit immensely. I remember that at the end of one of the sessions afore-
mentioned, Prof. Shamsudeen Amali remarked that he was a changed person. At the end of it all, I believe 
we have all been changed one way or the other through learning, relearning and unlearning. 
 
One of the highlights of this conference has also been the introduction of the AAU African Higher 
Education Excellence Award (AHEEA), the maiden edition of which is deservedly conferred on Prof. 
Keto Elitabu Mshigeni, Vice-Chancellor, Hubert Kairuki Memorial University (HKMU). Going through 
Prof. Mshigeni’s intimidating profile, one would easily discover that a better candidate for the award 
could not have been chosen. More importantly, listening to this robust scholar speak of his birth, one 
would be filled with pathos, which quickly dissolves into admiration. 
 
For a baby almost given up on as a stillbirth, who did not have any spoon in his mouth, either plain or 
silver, to attain the zenith that he has attained by dint of faith, hardwork, determination and commitment 
to excellence, is immensely instructive and deeply motivating. That Prof. Mshigeni’s life philosophy has 
been inspired by the Biblical dictum, ‘the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom’, is a bold statement 
that science and religion are not incompatible and a true scientist would always acknowledge God and 
believe in Him. His absorption of Nwalimu Julius Nyeyere’s words, ‘It can be done. Play your part’ also 
strikes one that all life is about our attitude. In other words, our attitude to God, to our fellow human 

I 

Monday     FOR THE RECORDS       June 1, 2009  

 

Last Monday, the Nigerian President, Alhaji Umaru Musa 
Yar’Adua, challenged us to live up to expectations by revving up 
our mandate of generating ideas and excelling in researches and 
inventions. We also learnt and, of course, relearnt from the highly 
insightful discourses of Dr. Kevin Urama and Prof. Jeffrey Sachs 
on the theme of conference, ‘Sustainable Development in Africa: 
the Role of Higher Education’. The succeeding ‘international 
perspectives on higher education for higher education 
development in Africa’ and ‘national examples on shaping higher 
education’ addressed by renowned experts and leading academics 

Prof. Oloyede delivering a speech 



 6 
beings, to our work and to life in general determines our altitude. I use this occasion to congratulate our 
world celebrated scholar and I thank the AAU for allowing me and all of us to drink from this 
consummate intellectual’s fountain of wisdom. 

 
At this juncture, let me buttress my point on attitude with this little scientific truth I learnt somewhere 
with you in order to make life 100% successful. If each letter in the alphabet has a numeric value and its 
equal to that value in its sequence, then A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z is 
equal to 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26. Thus, 
H+A+R+D+W+O+R+K = 8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11=98%, K+N+O+W+L+E+D+G+E = 
11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5 = 96%, L+O+V+E=12+15+22+5= 54%, L+U+C+K = 12+21+3+11 = 47% 
(None of them makes 100%). Then, what makes 100%? Is it money, power, fame or what? Every 
problem has a solution, if only we change our attitude to it. It is our A T T I T U D E towards Life, Others 
and Work that makes OUR life 100% successful: A+T+T+I+T+U+D+E = 1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 
100%. 
 
I hope the proceedings of this conference, since Monday till now, have changed our attitudes to higher 
education, our work, for better, making us realize we can always do it better. Right attitudes, they say, 
produce right actions and as we were told by one of our resource persons here, if we continue to do what 
we do the same way, we cannot aim to achieve different results. We all agreed that there is a need to re-
think the role of higher education in Africa. Let’s go back to our various institutions and bring the 
necessary changes to fast-track sustainable development in Africa through our teaching, research and 
community engagement. 
 
Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, I share the belief that we can do everything, but not at once. I am 
convinced that we can do everything, but there will be limitations. I am certain that we can do everything, 
but we would need the support and cooperation of one another. I am sure we can do everything, but not 
be the best in everything, can’t we? 
 
Thank you for your attention and I wish you safe departures to your destinations. �����
�

Unilorin appoints Agaja Professor  
he University of Ilorin has elevated one of its academic staff to the rank of a professor. He is S. B. 
Agaja, MB;BS,FRCS,FWAC, a professor of Surgery in the Department of Surgery. 

 
According to a statement signed by the Registrar, Mrs. Olufolake O. Oyeyemi, the University Council at 
its 118th Meeting held on Thursday, 14th May 2009, considered the recommendation of the Appointments 
and Promotions Committee (APC) for the appointment of Dr. S.B. Agaja as a Professor having been 
found prima facie qualified after he was interviewed and assessed externally according to the law.   
 

Announcement: Overtime Allowance 
ll members of staff of the University are hereby informed that henceforth, payment of Overtime 
Allowance is subject to the Vice-Chancellor’s approval.   

 
This is in compliance with the new circular on Overtime Allowance. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sgd. 
 
AYO SIJUWOLA 
 
BURSAR 

T

A
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Unilorin expels 38 students for failing screening  
he authorities of the University of Ilorin have expelled 38 students of the University from various 
faculties and departments who gained admission into the university through deception and fraud. 

 

A statement issued by the management of the University on the expulsion said the students failed to 
authenticate their certificates and they presented questionable U.M.E/I.J.M.B./O’ level certificates for 
registration screening. 
 

The students are: 
 

S/No. Matric No. Name Course 
1 05/55EJ122 Abegunde Bamigbe Taye Microbiology 
2 06/66MC236 Adedokun Usman Abiodun Business Admin. 
3 06/66MA281 Adefila Adefolami Moses Accounting & Finance 
4 06/46/KA088 Adegbokun Adedotun Emmanuel Anatomy 
5 05/40IA091 Adejare Adewale Ayodeji Common Law 
6 06/55EB099 Adekugbe Temitope Adeola Mathematics 
7 05/30GB129 Adeoye Benjamin Fredrick Mech. Engineering 
8 06/55EJ229 Adetoro Adedayo Oluwaseun Microbiology 
9 08/15CB010 Adeyemi Mubarak Olawale Linguistic 
10 06/66MC243 Adigun Idris Afolabi Business Admin. 
11 06/66MF198 Afolabi Abiola Adebowale Political Science 
12 06/66MH304 Afolabi Bukola Abayomi Sociology 
13 06/250DO74 Afuware Moshood Adegoke Guidance & Counselling 
14 06/66MD285 Agboola Olabisi Ibironke Economics 
15 06/55EC209 Akintibubo Oluwaseun Seyi Computer Science 
16 06/66MH312 Akinpelu Funmilola Sociology 
17 06/66MH378 Aliu Nike Fatimah Sociology 
18 06/55EH207 Amadi Timothy  Ohinonso Biochemistry 
19 04/15CF014 Amamkwe Temofe Favour Performing Arts 
20 03/25OC057 Awoyemi Oluwakehinde Ajoke Plant Biology 
21 06/55EE146 Bello Nike Chemistry 
22 06/66MC265 Egerega Harison Ogheneovo Business Admin. 
23 06/66MA332 Essien Ini Abasi Accounting & Finance 
24 06/66ME048 Ibrahim  Tawakalitu Toun Geography 
25 02/47/KA039 Jimoh Oluwabidemi Tesleem Anatomy 
26 06/15CJ017 Mbachi Esther Chinyere Religions 
27 06/66MC275 Mbonu Ikechukwu Kenneth Business Admin. 
28 06/66MH344 Ogbeide Blessing Okiame Sociology 
29 06/55EA136 Olaitan Olamide Olaronke Geology 
30 06/55EJ239 Omisore Mujidat Adeola Microbiology 
31 03/47/KC325 Opadeji Olusegun Amos Anatomy 
32 06/15CB095 Oviawe Osazee Dominic Linguistics 
33 06/66MH366 Raheem Fatimah Sociology 
34 05/10AC188 Raji Adewale Sikiru Crop Production 
35 05/10AC189 Raji Kehinde Olajide  Agric Economics 
36 06/66MC308 Sanyaolu Azeez Babatunde Business Admin. 
37 06/66MH371 Shuaib Balau Olajumoke Sociology 
38 08/15CB055 Yusuf Kafayat Adeola Linguistics 
 
Prior to their expulsion, the students were invited to appear before Students Disciplinary Committee to 
defend the results/certificates they had presented to the University at the Certificate Screening exercise 
and none of them proved the genuineness of their (U.M.E/I.J.M.B./O’ level) certificates. 

T
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Knowledge And The Actualisation Of The 7-Point Agen da   
s the Vice-Chancellors of the Nigerian University system under the aegis of Association of Vice-
Chancellors of Nigerian Universities (AVCNU) begin their 24th Conference in the conducive, 
serene and peaceful environment of the University of Ilorin, it is necessary to relate the  
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significance of their trade, knowledge, to the overall development of the country and the attainment of the vision 
and programme of the government. 
 

 Our leaders at all levels need to understand that knowledge, based on the available information, is the key to our 
individual and national survival, advancement and salvation. Technology, infrastructure and finance are very 
important but human experience demonstrates that it is thinking based on true knowledge that positively develops 
individuals, societies and mankind as a whole.We need to create systems from synergies derived from the 
tripartite organs of Government, Private Sector/Industry and Academic Institutions. We need to bring about 
linkages that will spur innovation by empowering our citizens, including our youth and women, as well as 
institutions through knowledge. The success of the seven-point agenda of the Yar’Adua administration can only 
be achieved if knowledge is harnessed, developed and applied: 
 

1. Power and Energy: The application of knowledge has enabled some communities around the world to generate 
power from human faeces and other waste products. We all go to the toilet and there are several ‘power houses’ in 
our midst, if only we have the knowledge to convert such to use. As a matter of fact, it is an empirical truth that 
both the leaders and the led have the requisite culinary ‘energy’ to deliver ‘power’. 
 

2. Food Security and Agriculture: The application of knowledge enables people in nations that are much less 
endowed than our beloved country to feed themselves and provide inputs for basic agricultural processing. Many 
experts concede that Agro-based industries must be the basis for any successful industrialisation and such 
industries require the adaptation, scaling and application of already existing indigenous knowledge. According to 
the foremost American diplomat, Henry Kissinger, ‘security is not about military might but the ability of nation 
states to ensure food security for the generality of their citizens.’   
 

3. Wealth Creation and Employment: We live in a knowledge-based world and while land, labour and capital are 
still important, they have been superseded by the human ability to generate, process, store, transmit and apply 
information. In the 19th and 20th centuries, machines of industrialisation turned raw materials into products. Today 
machines like computers turn information into knowledge which in turn fosters economic prosperity and power. It 
is thus important for our survival that we master the development and application of knowledge so as not to be 
slaves to others who have it exclusively due to our failure to invest in the means of seeking and exploiting it. 
 

4. Mass Transportation: Those who are living witnesses to the application of knowledge, and common sense, in 
the ongoing transformation of traffic in Lagos from total chaos and bedlam to an improved interim state would 
appreciate the power of knowledge. Likewise, those who suffer when floods hit the roads in other parts of the 
country can attest to the need to generate and apply knowledge. 
 

5. Land Reform: This is an important issue on the national agenda and the Abuja Geographical Information 
System (AGIS) is an interesting model of the potential for the successful leveraging of knowledge tools to 
seriously address sensitive political and emotive issues like land ownership that are fundamental to progress. 
 

6. Security: Knowledge and enlightenment often bring sensitivity based on a sense of identification with others, 
with a view to resolving injustices in whatever guise. Injustice can be deliberate, and often it is, but it can be 
inadvertently engendered if the parties lack knowledge and insight. Certainly, addressing our national security 
challenges requires broad-based knowledge, insight, sensitivity and a commitment to the maintenance of justice.      
 

7. Qualitative and Functional Education: This is arguably the crux of any development agenda because without a 
broad-based knowledge guaranteed by functional education, all points are pointless and the agenda is endangered. 
Knowledge brings freedom with responsibility and a truly educated person is able to deploy knowledge to 
positively influence the society. It is only knowledge that allows people to translate their ideas into productive 
goods and services. The successful realisation of the national vision and national development imperatives hinges 
on the successful, cost-effective, pervasive and efficient utilisation of information, which in turn is predicated on 
the production of an informed and knowledgeable labour/work force. 
 

To make Nigeria greater and her citizens better thus, education must be accorded its rightful priority in policy. 
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We are fully prepared - Ogunsanwo 
The University of Ilorin is fully prepared to make the Association of Vice-Chancellors of Nigerian 
Universities conference (AVCNU 2009) the best in the annals of the Association. This disclosure was 
made in Ilorin by the Chairman, Local Organising Committee of the conference, Prof. Femi Ogunsawo. 
 

According to the professor of Geology, all hands are on deck to provide adequate facilities in terms of 
accommodation, transportation and other logistics that will assure the success of the four-day conference. 
 

According to a press release signed by Prof. Ogunsanwo and made available to newsmen last weekend, 
the conference will provide a platform for the Government, the Academia and the Industry in revamping 
the state of education in Nigeria. 
 

“As many employers of labour are painfully aware, the Human Resources output of our University 
system often requires additional investment before they are deployable. Furthermore, the availability and 
relevance of the University system need to be addressed,” it states. 
 

While blaming the downward cycle that contributes to the impoverishment of many people on the failure 
of the society to contribute “the requisite resources and support” needed by the academia to develop the 
nation with its human resources and knowledge in its various forms, Prof. Ogunsanwo expressed 
optimism that the conference will chart a new way that will positively impact on the fortunes of university 
education in the country.   

Come to AVCNU Conference, Registrar tells staff  
The Registrar, Mrs. Olufolake O. Oyeyemi, has urged members of the University of Ilorin community to 
take advantage of the hosting of the Association of Vice-Chancellors of Nigerian Universities (AVCNU) 
conference by their university by attending. This is to gain from the vast experiences of the scholars and 
resources persons that will attend the conference from all parts of Africa. 
 

According to a statement signed by Mrs. Oyeyemi, the University of Ilorin will host the 24th Conference 
of the AVCNU from the 1st to 4th June, 2009 in the University Auditorium and all staff members are 
invited to attend “this epoch making event” that will be declared open tomorrow Tuesday, 2nd June, 2009 
by the Honourable Minister of Education, Dr. Sam Egwu.   
 

 All guests are expected to be seated in the Auditorium by 8:30a.m., the statement adds. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unilorin in the News 
(Contd. from last page) 
�  Staff of the University of Ilorin have been urged to build a registry which the university can rely on. 
 (‘Get more education, save your job’, “UNILORIN File”, The Nation, Thursday, May 28, 2009, p.24). 
�  First Bank of Nigeria has donated the sum of 25 million Naira to the University of Ilorin to host the 24th 

AVCNU.   
(“Bank donates N25m’, same as above) 

�  The University of Ilorin is purchasing a device that converts written notes to typed texts. 
 (‘Notetakers for staff, students’ same as above) 
�  The Nigeria Inter-Religious Council (NIREC) at its recent meeting in Jos has urged Nigerians to embrace 

the virtues of peace, dialogue, mutual understanding and tolerance in order to move the country forward. 
(‘Give peace a chance – NIREC’, National Mirror, Thursday, May 28, 2009, p. 29) 

�  The authorities of the University of Ilorin have expelled 38 students found in the recent screening 
exercise of the credentials of students 
(‘UNILORIN expels 38 students for alleged fake results’, The Herald, Friday May 29, 2009. p.6)  

�  The Chief Imam of the University of Ilorin and Director of Academic Planning, Prof. A.G.A.S. Oladosu, 
has articulated the contributions of Muslims to the development of world science and technology. 
(‘Islam and technological advancement’, The Herald, same as above, p. 27) 

�  Despite the warning strike embarked upon by ASUU, academic activities are in progress at the University 
of Ilorin and the branch Chairman, Dr. Sa’ad Omaiya and the President of the Students Union expressed 
their   support for such uninterrupted calendar that the university operates. 

   (NTA Network news @9:00 p.m., Friday, May 29, 2009) 

Monday                 NEWS                        June 1, 2009 



 10 

Unilorin in the News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
�  The serialisation of the 89th Inaugural Lecture of the University of Ilorin delivered by Prof. Y.A. Ajayi 

is still in progress. 
 (‘For the record’, National Pilot’, Mon 25th – Wed. 27th May, 2009, p.11) 
�  Prof. David Whitton of the University of Lancaster has described contemporary writers as 

multicultural while delivering the Faculty of Arts Lecture just as he agreed that lingua francas threaten 
the linguistic heritage of the world. 

 (‘Lingua franca threat to minority languages - don’; National Pilot, Mon. 25 – Wed. 27 May, 2009, 
p.13) 

�  In his inaugural speech as the President of the Association of African Universities, Prof. Is-haq 
Oloyede has clamoured for more cooperation among African universities.   
(‘We can make a difference’, same as above, p.24) 

�  According to a statement signed by the Vice-Chancellor, the University of Ilorin is to host the 24th 
edition of the Conference of the Association of Vice-Chancellors of Nigerian Universities (AVCNU). 
(‘Vice-Chancellors meet June 1’, Leadership, Tuesday ,May 26, 2009, p.14) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has commended the services of 
the First Bank of Nigeria as the bank made a donation of  N25 million to the University to host the 
AVCNU conference. 

 (‘First Bank gives Unilorin N25m to host VC’s conference’, Nigerian Compass, Wednesday, May 27, 
2009, p.8) 

�  The 24th annual conference of the Association of Vice-Chancellors of Nigerian Universities, tagged 
AVCNU 2009, with the theme “21st Century University Education in Nigeria: Strides, Challenges and 
Pathways” is scheduled to be held at the University of Ilorin between the 1st and 4th of June, 2009.  

 (“Vice-Chancellors meet”, The Market, Vol. 3 no. 27 – May 24 – June 7, 2009, p. 33). 
�  The Council of Muslim Organisations coordinated by former Dean of students Affairs, University of 

Ilorin, Prof. S.A. Jimoh, has staged a seminar on religious harmony where speakers including the 
Director of Academic Planning, University of Ilorin, Prof. A.G.A.S. Oladosu, presented papers. 

 (‘Towards achieving religious harmony’, National Pilot, Mon 25 – Wed 27 May, 2009 p.12). 
�  The University of Ilorin is to host the 24th conference of the Association of Vice-Chancellors of 

Nigerian Universities which has the theme: “21st Century University Education in Nigeria: Strides and 
Pathways” and related sub-themes. 

 (‘Conference of VCs to hold June 1-4’, Daily Trust, Wednesday, May 27, 2008). 
.                                                                  (Contd. on page 9) 

Quotes of the Week 
The flower which is single need not envy 
the thorns that are numerous. – Anonymous 
 
The right way is not always the popular and 
easy way. Standing for the right when it is 
unpopular is a true test of moral character. 
                             - Margaret Chase Smith 
 
The definition of insanity is doing the same 
things over and over again and expecting 
different results. – Albert Einstein 
 
History never repeats itself; man always 
does.                          - Voltaire 

�   A book entitled “Mechanisms of National 
Integration in a Multiethnic Federal State: The 
Nigerian Experience” written by Dr. Emmanuel 
Ojo of the Department of Political Science is due 
for launch soon. 

 (‘Don launches book, June 18’, The Herald on 
Sunday, May 24, 2009 p.6) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor, University of Ilorin, and 
President Association of African Universities, Prof. 
Is-haq O. Oloyede has said that ideas come before 
funds in the order of the resources African 
universities need to thrive. 

 (‘Unilorin VC charges varsities’, Nigerian Tribune, 
Monday May 25, 2009, p.36) 

�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has 
been appointed as the president of the Association 
of African Universities.  

 (‘Milestones’, Tell, May 25, 2009, p.21) 
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