
 
 
 
 
 

Unilorin partners Niger State on development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

iger State Government  is poised to collaborate with the University of Ilorin on some areas of 
development, especially the development of the University of Ilorin Centre for Peace and 
Strategic Studies .  This is one of the agreements reached with the government during a Thank-

You-Visit of the University management to the Chief Servant of the state, Dr. Mu’azu Babangida Aliyu, 
who delivered the First Distinguished Personality Lecture of the Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies of 
the University. 
 
The Unilorin delegation, led by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, was warmly received by 
the Chief Servant of the state, supported by the commissioners, permanent secretaries, chairmen of local 
governments, directors of agencies and other key functionaries of the state.   (Contd. on page 2) 
 

Research is the life-wire of the University system -VC 
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The central role of research in the sustenance of the 
academia has been re-emphasised at a workshop organised 
by the Research and Ethics Committee of the College of 
Health Sciences, University of Ilorin, under the auspices of 
the University management last Monday (December 22) 
 
The workshop, focused on research grantsmanship, featured 
four presentations by two medical professionals and top-
notch researchers in the College of Health Sciences, Prof. 
Ayo Ojuawo of the Department of Paediatrics and Dr. T. O. 
Odebode of the Department of Surgery. 
 
After describing research as a way of doing things in a new 
way, in a better way, Prof. Ojuawo defined grantsmanship 
as “the capacity of researchers to attract funds from 
prospective funders towards their pet projects.”                
     (Contd. on page 3) 
 

 
L-R: The Provost, College of Health 
Sciences, Prof. Bojuwoye, Prof. Ojuawo, 
Dr. Odebode and the VC, Prof. Oloyede at 
the workshop last Monday 
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The Chief Servant of Niger State, Dr. Aliyu, flanked 

by top officials of the state last Tuesday 
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Unilorin to collaborate with Niger State on develop ment  
(Contd. from front page) 
In his speech, the Vice-Chancellor commended the Chief Servant for delivering his well received lecture 
at the University of Ilorin “brilliantly and scholarly” and appreciated his warm reception of the University 
delegation. 
 
Prof. Oloyede impressed on the Governor that Niger State, as one of the constituent catchment areas of 
the University, has not been fully utilising its opportunities in the University of Ilorin in terms of student 
population.  He highlighted how the number of Niger State students in the University had plummeted 
from 94 in 1995/1996 session to just 23 in 2003/2004 session. 
 
Comparing Niger State which had a total of 48 students in the University during the 2007/2008 with other 
catchment states like Benue (with 363 students), Kogi (3,071 students) and Kwara (8,417 students),  Prof. 
Oloyede noted that he hoped that through the visit, “possible bilateral efforts can be deliberated upon, 
articulated with a determination to achieve better results.” 
 
Submitting that he was emboldened by the passionate commitment of Dr. Aliyu to education, the Vice-
Chancellor sought the intervention of the Chief Servant in some of the University projects, particularly 
the construction of the Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies. 
 
Dr. Aliyu, in his response, appreciated the visit of the Vice-Chancellor and his delegation and expressed 
concerns about the figures he was given.  He attributed the poor outing shown by Niger State in taking 
advantage of the admission opportunities available at the University of Ilorin to either ignorance or lack 
of qualification.  He said his government is working on reforming the primary and secondary schools in 
the state so that their products will be qualified to be admitted to the University of Ilorin.  He also said 
that adequate orientation would be given to the University Matriculation Examinations (UME) and direct 
entry candidates in the state to be applying to the University of Ilorin where they key into the three areas 
of ‘merit’, ‘catchment state’ and ‘educationally disadvantaged area’. 
 
The Chief Servant then set up a committee to fine-tune areas of collaboration with the University of Ilorin 
and the procedure of implementing such efforts.  The committee was given up till February, 2009 to 
complete its assignment. 
 
In the Vice-Chancellor’s delegation were  Prof. Albert B. Olayemi, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, 
(Management Services); Mrs. Olufolake O. Oyeyemi, Registrar; Prof. A.G.A.S. Oladosu, Director, 
Academic Planning; Dr. Isaac Albert, Director, Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies; Mrs. S.A. Oroge, 
Special Assistant to the Vice-Chancellor; Mrs. S.S. Abdulbaqi, Mass Communication Department; Mr. K. 
K. Babamale, Personal Assistant to the Vice-Chancellor; Mr. Edward Ashaolu, Security Detail; Mr. F. O. 
Ishola, Educational Technology Department and Mr. M. A. Adedimeji, Officer-in-Charge, Directorate of 
Information and Protocol.   

Department gives birth to a new journal 
he Department of Linguistics and Nigerian Languages, under the headship of Dr. Lere Adeyemi, has 
added another feather to its academic cap.  It has just produced the maiden edition of its journal, 

ÈDÈ. 
 
According to the Managing Editor of the journal, Dr. Issa O. Sanusi, the journal is devoted to the 
publication of research findings in all aspects of Linguistics, Literature and Culture of any natural 
language. 
 
The maiden edition of the journal, edited by Prof. Y.A. Ajayi, comprises “twelve incisive and well-
researched papers”.   The journal attracted contributors from Unilorin and other tertiary institutions across 
the country, including University of Lagos, Ajayi Crowther University, Kaduna State University, Federal 
University of Technology, Yola and Adamawa State Polytechnic, Numan, Adamawa State.  
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How to attract research grants 
(Contd. from front page) 
According to him, accessing research grants requires adequate knowledge of the funding agencies, their 
research agenda, their guidelines and adequate knowledge of past proposals that had received funding 
from the targeted agencies. In his second presentation, he discussed the ethics in research, using medicine 
as a case study, as involving the ‘Three Basic Ethical Principles’ of autonomy (respect for persons, 
community, etc.) beneficence/ malficence (ensuring that no harm is done ) and justice (distributive justice 
in terms of  mutual share of research benefits and risks among a group of researchers). 
 
In his own presentations, Dr. Odebode discussed the types of research in binary classifications (solo 
versus group, uni-disciplinary versus inter-disciplinary, academic versus consultancy, pure versus applied 
and esoteric versus empirical) just as he explained their attributes. He also highlighted the basic types of 
the quantitative and qualitative methodologies of research, the procedure of accessing research grants just 
as he provided dozens of governmental and non-governmental funding agencies. The resource person also 
discussed ‘the modalities in budgeting for research project’ in which he gave useful guides to the 
participants, comprising mostly senior academic staff of the University. 
 
Earlier in his address, the Chairman of the occasion and Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, had 
extolled the College of Health Sciences, describing it as a leading light that provides guidance to the 
university, citing Community Based Experience and Service (COBES), which originally belonged to the 
College but now generalised, as an example. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Provost of the College of Health Sciences, Prof. B. J. Bojuwoye, expressed the appreciation of the 
College to the university administration for its support in making the workshop a great success. He noted 
that the workshop and its resource persons were further evidence that the academic staff of the College 
are not only professionals but are academics /researchers like their colleagues across the University.  
     

Olanipekun sponsors Unilorin graduate at Law School  
 Law graduate of the University of Ilorin, Mr. Felix Ologbonyo, has enjoyed the sponsorship 
of Chief Wole Olanipekun SAN at the Nigerian Law School. A brilliant but indigent student, 
Mr. Ologbonyo distinguished himself at the University of Ilorin.  He however had difficulties 
with financing his Law School programme.   

 
The award by Chief Olanipekun totalling some N220,000.00 given to the graduate was all that was 
needed to cover the entire fees at the Law School. 
 
The acting Dean of Law, Dr. M. M. Akanbi, has expressed the gratitude of the Faculty to the 
philanthropist for his kind gesture.  

A 
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Prof. Oloyede, who arrived with the principal officers 
earlier than most participants and stayed till the end of the 
workshop, which lasted for eight hours, used the occasion to 
underscore the essence of research as the life-wire of the 
University system. He observed that the workshop, 
conceived originally by the College of Health Sciences, is 
significant because it would increase the capacity of the 
academic staff to attract recognition to themselves and 
accolades to the University. The Vice-Chancellor also noted 
that research for community service is better than research 
for research sake nowadays just as he reiterated the need to 
revive the academic standard of the University through 
revving up group research activities. 
 

A cross-section of the participants at the 
workshop 
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English Department bids bye to retiring lecturers 
t was  the Russian poet, Osip Mandelstam, who said that he had studied the science of saying 
goodbye, but were he a staff member of the English Department of the University of Ilorin straddled 
with the task of bidding Prof. Sam A. Adewoye and Dr. Gabriel Ajadi farewell, the art of the science 

he studied would have proven less easy. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In her remarks, the acting Head of the Department of English, Dr. (Mrs.) V. A. Alabi, gave thanks to God 
for conferring His favours on the Department over the years and for the lives of her retiring colleagues 
who had paid their dues in full measure to the University through the Department. She observed that not 
all retirements generate celebration and acknowledgements such as those of the retiring lecturers.  
 
The Departmental staff members and a student representative took turns to give their goodwill messages 
and the virtues of sagacity, hardwork, fatherliness, time consciousness and frankness of both Prof. 
Adewoye and Dr. Ajadi, fondly called Ajadilopea, were widely acknowledged.  
 
The programme also featured acknowledgements and presentation of gifts by Dr. (Mrs) C.O. Medubi on 
behalf of the Department to the retiring lecturers and Messrs T.A. Alabi, M.S. Idiagbon and M.A. 
Adedimeji as well as Drs. B.F. Ibrahim, A. S. Abubakar, and P.O. Balogun all of who were promoted 
within the past year. 
 
Present at the occasion was the acting University Librarian, Mrs. Alice Adewoye, who is also the wife of 
Prof. Adewoye, among other personalities. 
  

Why Niger Governor is happy for Unilorin VC  
he Chairman of Northern Governors’ Forum and Chief Servant of Niger State, Dr. Mu’azu 
Babangida Aliyu, has revealed why he is always happy with the Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of Ilorin, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede. 

 

Dr. Aliyu gave this disclosure during a courtesy visit of the University of Ilorin team led by the Vice-
Chancellor to him last Tuesday (December 23, 2008). 
 

According to the Governor, any time it is said that somebody studied Islamic Studies or Christian Studies, 
some people have a tendency to shove that person aside, as if (s)he didn’t matter, just because of the 
course of study.  He then noted that the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin is not someone to be 
shoved aside anywhere.  He indicated that through the personality of the Vice-Chancellor, no one can 
ever think again that studying Religion is inferior to other courses. 
 
“I appreciate you in person.  I appreciate what you come for… You see, many people don’t know that 
religion is the foundation of knowledge.  I am very happy with the way you carry yourself, with the way 
you do your work”, he told Prof. Oloyede. 
 
 
 

I 

T 

Encomiums upon encomiums were poured on the celebrants 
who were commonly denominated by their humane 
dispositions.  Speaking the mind of his colleagues last 
Tuesday, the Chairman of the occasion, Prof. Olu Obafemi, 
remarked that it is hard to imagine a Department of English 
without Prof. Adewoye who had served for 33 years, who 
had not been just a colleague but a father to all. He also 
acknowledged Dr. Ajadi for bringing his abundant sense of 
humour to the essence of the Department’s life. 
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WE’LL MISS YOU: Dr. (Mrs.) Medubi presenting a 
gift on behalf of the Department to Prof. Adewoye, 

supported by his wife, Mrs. Adewoye. 
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GOD BLESS NIGERIA 
�
Text of the Address delivered by the Vice-Chancellor, University of Ilorin, Professor Is-haq O. Oloyede, 

on the occasion of the First Distinguished Personality Lecture of the Centre for Peace and Strategic 
Studies of the University on Monday, December 15, 2008, at the University of Ilorin, Ilorin. 

 
Welcome to Unilorin 
It pleases me beyond words to welcome you all to our unique University of Ilorin. Part of our uniqueness, 
as a matter of fact, is our capacity to attract towering figures nationally and internationally to cross-
fertilize ideas with us to advance the frontiers of knowledge. Our University considers it a privilege to 
have you galaxy of distinguished leaders and eminent Nigerians in our midst, starting from our Guest 
Lecturer, and Chairman of Northern Governors’ Forum, Dr. Mu’azu Babangida Aliyu, the Talban Minna. 
The entire University of Ilorin community warmly welcomes you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Path to Peace 
It is a self-evident truism that despite the tremendous advance that human beings have made in the 
continual and continuous task of making life easier, humanity is still enmeshed in the cesspool of 
conflicts, crises, war and fear. Peace, in its internal (i.e. peace of mind) and external dimensions, appears 
to be eluding several millions of people across the world. In Nigeria, just as our recent experience three 
weeks ago demonstrated (which I will talk about later in this address) and other parts of the world, peace 
is fragile, its body frail. Yet, without peace, there cannot be development. Our solemn prayer is: God 
bless Nigeria in her quest for lasting peace.    
 
The establishment of the Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies this year, the First Distinguished Lecture 
of which we are here gathered, is a response to the need for peace as a strategic component of the drive 
for development. The Centre, which just kicked off this session, is charged with the responsibility of 
training manpower in the field of peace and development studies, research and documentation as well as 
running postgraduate programmes in peace studies. It is our belief that the need for the theory and 
practice of peace cannot be more urgent than now, against the backdrop of local and international 
dynamics of our shrinking world. And, as the only alternative to war is peace, thinking peace, talking 
peace, making peace, acting peace are critical in addressing all issues embedded in the National Question. 
 
The United Nations in 1999 had launched a programme of action to build a ‘culture of peace’, which 
envisaged working towards peace, justice, tolerance and plenty. As defined in its Global Peace Index 
document, the UN conceives the ‘culture of peace’ to involve values, attitudes and behaviours: reject 
violence, endeavour to prevent conflict by addressing root causes and aim at solving problems through 
dialogue and negotiation. However, how much the world has imbibed the culture of peace since then is 
still subject to debate. 
 
 
 

I have no doubt that you all will find the lecture, themed 
‘National Integration as a Strategic Question in Peace 
and Development Studies’ rewarding, fulfilling and 
thought-provoking. This is because only few can be 
qualified, in all ramifications, to deliver a lecture like 
this, and I congratulate our Centre for Peace and 
Strategic Studies for its thoughtfulness on rightly 
choosing a responsible and responsive leader, an 
intellectual in politics and a shrewd administrator of 
men and matters, in person of the Chief Servant of Niger 
State who is addressing us today. 
 

 
Prof. Oloyede delivering his address at the 

occasion 
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Unity is Strength 
The theme of today’s lecture is apt in putting the need of the day on the front burner. National integration 
is crucial to the progress of the nation for the simple reason that unity is strength. The sheer diversity of 
our linguistic and cultural traditions should be rightly viewed as the many flowers that beautify our 
national garden. It is rather unfortunate that at a time when the world is integrating and alliances are being 
formed to galvanize strength, some elements in the country are bent on breaking it apart. As far back as 
1929, Aristide Briand, the then French Prime Minister, was emphasizing the notion of a united Europe. 
That eventually came into being in 1993 with the formation of the European Union and a later adoption of 
a common currency.  
 
Last year, in Accra, under the Accra Declaration, African leaders agreed at a session that dealt with “The 
Grand Debate of the Union Government” to accelerate the political and economic integration of Africa 
with a view to realizing the United Nations of Africa. As we all know, what we call the United States of 
America is a union of fifty nations/states and Nigeria is only slightly bigger than California.  In essence, if 
the idea of unity and integration is reverberating across the world, we should learn our lesson and keep 
ourselves as one with one love. While we know that like us individuals, the country has its problems, the 
solution does not lie in complicating them, tearing the country apart, burning it away and undermining 
our togetherness. Cutting off the head is definitely not the cure for headache.      
 
In his recent work, Wizard of the Crow (2006), the Kenyan writer and thinker, Ngugi wa Thiongó, posed 
poignant questions: “Why did Africa let Europe cart away millions of Africa’s souls from the continent to 
the four corners of the wind? How could Europe lord it over a continent ten times its size? Why does 
needy Africa continue to let its wealth meet the needs of those outside its borders and then follow behind 
with hands outstretched for a loan of the very wealth it let go?”  I believe we all know the answers to 
these posers: it was because Africa was not integrated and united. As the most populous African nation, 
we cannot afford to disintegrate and the message is that we should see ourselves as one as we allow 
national integration to develop long, deep roots. 
 
Living in Love 
Being a student of Religion and a Professor of Islamic Jurisprudence, I am aware that the fundamental 
teaching of all great faiths is love. While we lay gratuitous claims to religion, the values of love, 
tolerance, mutual understanding and compassion ingrained in religions appear to be eluding us. Our 
differences are superficial; our origin is common. The Qu’ran tells us, “ O mankind! We have created you 
all from a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes so that you may know one another 
only. Verily, the most honourable of you with Allah is the pious…”(Q.49:13), which means that we are 
just one humanity. The Prophet of Islam, Muhammad (SAW), taught that “None of you can be a true 
believer until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself.” 
 
Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, the very essence of Judaism as enshrined in the Jewish tradition of 
Torah is “love thy neighbour as thyself” just as the Hindus are taught that “truth is one; the sages give it 
various names.” In Buddhism, everyone is urged to “act with compassion in every facet of life”. In 
African Traditional Religion, love is considered supreme and acts of hatred and wickedness attract 
retributive justice. The Bible teaches us to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. The 
thrust of Christianity in memorable words is in the 1st Epistle of St. John 19: “Let us love one another, for 
love is God; and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not 
God; for God is love. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us.” 
 
If all religions teach love and Nigerians were found not quite long ago to be the most religious people in 
the world (i.e. “BBC votes Nigerians as the most religious people” in Daily Independent, February 27, 
2004 back page), it is high time we asked ourselves: are we living our religion? Is our religion living in 
us? To many of us, the answer is negative and that was why hell was let loose in Jos, with hundreds killed 
and mosques and churches razed in the name of ethnic-politics cloaked in the garment of religion. 
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Jos Carnage 
Three weeks ago, precisely on Friday November 28, 2008, riots and violence erupted in Jos as a result of 
the announcement of local council polls results. Mayhem and bloody murder pervaded the city and by the 
time the dust was settling two days after, hundreds were dead, thousands were displaced and property 
worth several millions of naira had been razed. This was a setback to the spirited efforts made on 
integration and unity in the country.  
 
The implication of the carnage in Jos is that the culture of peace advocated by the United Nations has not 
been imbibed by Nigerians. The implication of the senseless murder and destruction is that Nigerians 
don’t read their religious texts or are reading them upside down. Lectures like this are therefore germane 
to foster unity, love, patience, hope, tolerance and peace which will further cement and integrate us as one 
people with a common destiny. 
 
Reviewing the senselessness of the whole scenario, one cannot but agree with Arnold Toynbee: “We can 
no longer afford to worship the god of hate or bow before the altar of retaliation. The oceans of history 
are made turbulent by the ever-rising tides of hate. History is clustered with the wreckage of nations and 
individuals that pursued this self-defeating path of hate. Love is the key to the solution of the problems of 
the world.” With unity and brotherhood, with love and peace, we gain strength by combining the strange 
with the familiar. In our vast magnetic field of Nigeria, let our opposite sides attract. Let us always pray 
for our country: God bless Nigeria to overcome her many challenges. 
 
I Draw the Curtain 
At the beginning of this address, I said peace has internal and external dimensions which are 
complementary. There cannot be peace of mind (internal peace) when the society is not at peace. The two 
domains are necessary at the individual and societal levels. A bright day is useless to a blind man just as 
good eyes are meaningless in a stark-dark night. To have peace of mind, faith, garnished with love and 
hope, is a requirement. To have peace in the society, truth, justice and tolerance are a desideratum. 
 
I want to conclude by summing up what I said on the relationship of the two aspects of peace by referring 
to Naraginti Reddy, who captured the thesis of my submission. He said: “If there is righteousness in the 
heart, there will be beauty in the character. If there is beauty in the character, there will be harmony in the 
home. If there is harmony in the home, there will be order in the nation. If there is order in the nation 
there will be peace in the world.” 
 
Let me stop here so as not to give another lecture. Thank you very much for you attention. God bless you 
all; God bless Nigeria! 
 
LEARNED CONFERENCE 

Recipient Department Nature of Conference Place Date 
Dr. (Mrs.) A.I. 
Durosaro 

Educational 
Guidance and 
Counselling 

32nd Annual Conference 
of Counselling 
Association (CASSON)  

University of 
Ilorin 

18th – 21st Aug. 
2008 

Dr. M.A. 
Yusuf 

Arts & Soc. 
Sciences 
Education 

24th National 
Conference of Social 
Studies Association of 
Nigeria 

University of 
Abuja 

2nd – 5th Dec. 
2008 

Dr. J.O. Aweda Mechanical 
Engineering 

International Conference 
on Mathematical 
Modelling of some 
Global Challenging 
Problems in the 21st 
Century 

National 
Mathematical 
Centre, Abuja 

26th – 30th Nov. 
2008 
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International Fellowships Program (IFP) 
he International Fellowships Program (IFP) is a programme supported by the Ford Foundation, 
and co-ordinated in West Africa by the AAU in collaboration with Pathfinder International in 
Nigeria and the West African Research Centre (WARC) in Senegal.  IFP provides fellowships for 

advanced study to exceptional individuals who will use their education to further development in their 
own countries and greater social and economic justice worldwide.  IFP fellowships will be awarded to 
applicants from diverse backgrounds, including social groups and communities that lack systematic 
access to higher education. 
 
It is expected that 46 Fellowships will be awarded in West Africa for the 2010/11 year. 
Eligibility Requirements: 
Applicants must: 

·  Be residents or resident nationals of Nigeria, Ghana and Senegal; 
·  Hold a Bachelor’s or a Master’s degree as the case may be; 
·  Have at least 3 years work experience; 
·  Have substantial experience in community service or development-related activities; 
·  Possess leadership qualities/potential evidence by their employment, academic experience or at 

the community level; 
·  Propose to pursue a post-graduate degree that will directly enhance their leadership capacity in a 

practical policy, academic, or artistic discipline or field corresponding to one or more of the 
Foundation’s areas of endeavour; 

·  Present a plan specifying how they will apply their studies to social problems or issues in their 
country. 

 
Doctoral candidates MUST submit proposals and writing/research samples. 
Note: 

·  Females, refugees and individuals with special needs are encouraged to apply. 
·  US citizens and Green Card holders are not eligible. 
·  Applicants should not that background checks would be run on short-listed candidates. 

Eligible Fields: 
Any academic discipline or field of study related to the Ford Foundation’s grant making areas: 
 
Asset Building & Community             Knowledge, Creativity &      Peace & Social Justice  
Development                                        Freedom 
Workforce Development                      Education & Scholarship       Human Rights 
Development Finance & Economic      Sexuality & Productive         Governance 
      Security                                                  Health                             Civil Society 
Environment & Development              Religion, Society & Culture 
Community Development                    Media Arts & Culture 

 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS FRIDAY,  27TH FEBRUARY 2009 

Late application and non-current forms will NOT be accepted. 
 

ONLY SHORT-LISTED APPLICANTS WILL BE CONTACTED IN MAY, 2009 
Individual communication will not be entertained.  Selection decisions are final 

 
Interested persons may download the application form from any of the following web sites: 
http://www.pathfind.org or http://www.aau.org  or www.warc-croa.org  
 OR contact: 
The Director, 
International Women Communication Centre (WCC), 
232 Nicon House 2nd Floor, 
Taiwo Road, Ilorin,Kwara State. 

T 
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 VC visits 32 past and present key officers on Xmas  day 
n a visit described by the former Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Luke Edungbola, as unprecedented 
in his more than 30 years experience in the University of Ilorin, the Vice- Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq 
O. Oloyede, has conducted a marathon visit to some 31 serving and retired key staff of the 
University of Ilorin on Christmas day. 

 
Leading his team of 15 functionaries of the University of Ilorin, the Vice-Chancellor, with members of 
his family, visited the principal officers, Deans, Directors and past helmsmen of the University with a 
view to sharing the joy of the day with them. He dropped his card for the few he did not meet at home.  
 
Those visited on the day included former Vice-Chancellors Prof. Adeoye Adeniyi, Prof. J. O. Oyinloye 
and Prof. S. O. AbdulRaheem. He also visited Prof. Luke Edungbola (former DVC, Academic), Prof. K. 
L. Ayorinde (DVC, Academic), Prof. A. B. Olayemi (DVC, Management Services), Mrs. O. O. Oyeyemi 
(Registrar), Mr. Ayodele Sijuwola (Bursar) and Mrs. A. A. Adewoye (Acting University Librarian). 
 
Others visited are Prof. B. J. Bojuwoye (Provost, College of Health Sciences), Prof. O. A. Omotesho 
(Dean of Agriculture), Prof. R. A. Akanmidu (Dean of Arts), Prof. A. F. Adedayo (Dean of Business and 
Social Sciences), Prof. O. A. Soladoye (Dean of Basic Medical Sciences), Prof. A. B. O. Omotoso (Dean 
of Clinical Sciences), Prof. D. O. Durosaro (Dean of Education), Prof. J. A. Obaleye (Dean of Science), 
Prof. J. A. Gbadeyan (Dean of Postgraduate School) and Dr. (Mrs.) O. V. Mejabi (Acting Dean of 
Communication and Information Sciences). 
 
He also paid courtesy visits to Prof. J. O. Atteh (Chairman, Ceremonials Committee, 2008), Dr. C. J. 
Ejieji (Ag. Director, SIWES), Engr. A. A. Adesiyun (Director, Physical Planning Unit), Prof. E. Etejere 
(Director, School for Preliminary Studies), Dr. (Mrs) M. O. Ajiboye (Director, University Health 
Services), Prof. R. A. Fadayomi (Director, Unilorin Sugar Research Institute), Prof. O. O. Obiyemi 
(Director, Institute of Education), Prof. I. Morakinyo (Director, Technical and Entrepreneurship Centre), 
Prof. E. T. Jolayemi (Director, Unilorin Consultancy Services), Prof. P. Ade Dopamu (Chairman, 
Unilorin Guest Houses), Dr. O. A. Mokuolu (Chairman, ICT Projects Advisory Committee) and Dr. E. A. 
Talabi (Ag. Director of Sports). 
 
According to Prof. Adeoye Adeniyi, he considered it a great honour that the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University could pay him a visit on Christmas day. The overwhelmed former Vice-Chancellor said he 
was short of words to describe how elated he felt to receive the Vice-Chancellor and his team. 
 
He congratulated Prof. Oloyede for having the ‘unbeatable record’ of being the first alumnus of the 
University of Ilorin to become Vice-Chancellor, which makes the University itself to be proud of him. He 
expressed what he called his ‘profound appreciation’ to the Vice-Chancellor for improving on the quality 
of the University and prayed that God would continue to guide him and the management of the University 
in leading the University to higher heights.  
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Unilorin in the news 
(Contd. from back page) 
�  The University of Ilorin is taking a lead by emerging 52nd in Africa and first in Nigeria in a recent world 

ranking of universities. This was disclosed by the Vice-Chancellor of the University, Prof. Is-haq O. 
Oloyede, while addressing the matriculating students of the University recently. While urging them to 
face the challenge of the rough road ahead, he noted that “…the truth of the matter is that when you get 
out with the certificate of the University of Ilorin, you will be proud that you attended this university’.  
(‘World ranking: Unilorin becomes 52 in Africa, 1st in Nigeria’, National Pilot, Thursday 25 – Sunday 
28  December, 2008.p. 5) 

�  At the maiden Distinguished Personality Lecture delivered at the University of Ilorin, the Chief Servant 
of Niger State, Dr. Babangida Aliyu, has commended the Kwara State Governor, Dr. Bukola Saraki, for 
bringing the Zimbabwean farmers to the state to boost agriculture. 
(‘Zimbabwean farmers: Gov. Aliyu commends KWSG …says FG earmark N240bn for Agric in states, 
National Pilot, same as above, p.21)  
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LEARNED CONFERENCE 
The following academic staff have enjoyed the University sponsorship to attend learned conferences: 
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Dr. R.A. Shehu Human Kinetics & 
Health Education 

2008 Annual Conference 
of the Faculty of Education 

Nnamdi Azikwe 
University 
Auditorium Awka 

29th July – 1st 
Aug. 2008 

Dr. O.A. 
Onifade 

Human Kinetics & 
Health Education 

2008 Annual Conference 
of the Faculty of Education 

Nnamdi Azikwe 
University 
Auditorium Awka 

28th July – 1st 
Aug. 2008 

Mr. O. L. 
Olaitan 

Human Kinetics & 
Health Education 

2008 Annual Conference 
of the Faculty of Education 

Nnamdi Azikwe 
University 
Auditorium Awka 

29th July – 1st 
Aug. 2008 

Dr. S.A. Raji Civil Engineering Nigerian Society of 
Engineers  Annual 
Conference 

Multi-purpose 
Sports Complex, 
Bauchi  

24th – 28th Nov. 
2008 

Dr. A. Adedeji Civil Engineering Nigerian Society of 
Engineers  Annual 
Conference 

Multi-purpose 
Sports Complex, 
Bauchi  

24th – 28th Nov. 
2008 

Dr. Ibitoye, 
Adeoye 
Biliyamin 

Civil Engineering Nigerian Society of 
Engineers  Annual 
Conference 

Multi-purpose 
Sports Complex, 
Bauchi  

24th – 28th Nov. 
2008 

Engr. I. T. Yusuf Civil Engineering Nigerian Society of 
Engineers  Annual 
Conference  

Multi-purpose 
Sports Complex, 
Bauchi  

24th – 28th Nov. 
2008 

Dr. (Mrs.) R.O. 
Oduwiaye 

Educational 
Management 

2008 International 
Conference of the Nigerian 
Association for 
Educational 
Administration and 
Planning 

Sheraton hotels and 
Towers, Abuja 

23rd – 27th Sept. 
2008 

Mr. Nafiu 
Mikahil 
Olugbemiro 

Biochemistry  28th Annual Conference of 
Nigerian Society of 
Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology  

Energy Research 
Centre Usman 
Danfodio 
University Sokoto 

23rd – 26th Nov. 
2008 

Mr. Igunnu 
Adedoyin 

Biochemistry 28th Annual Conference of 
Nigerian Society of 
Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology  

Energy Research 
Centre Usman 
Danfodio 
University Sokoto 

23rd – 26th Nov. 
2008 

Dr. A.C. Tella Chemistry Institute of Public Analysis 
of Nigeria  

Oranmiyan Hall, 
Lagos Airport 
Hotel, Ikeja 

17th – 18th Nov. 
2008 

Dr. Rafiu B. 
Bale 

Geology & Mineral 
Sciences 

2008 Conference of 
Nigerian Association of 
Petroleum Explorationists 
(NAPE)  

Abuja 16th – 21st Nov. 
2008 

Mr. B. O. 
Ibrahim 

History 53rd Annual Congress of 
the Historical Society  

Gombe State 
University  

13th – 15th Oct. 
2008 

Mr. Folorunso 
Ismail 
Oluwaseye 

Geology & Mineral 
Science 

Nigeria Association of 
Hydro Geologists (NAH) 
3rd International 
Conference 

University of 
Ibadan Hotels  & 
Conference 

23rd – 28th Nov. 
2008 

Prof. P.A. 
Osanaiye 

Statistic Nigerian Statistical 
Association 

Ado-Ekiti 29th – 1st Nov. 
2008 

Dr. Ismaila O. 
O. Amali 

Arts & Social 
Science Education 

National Association of 
Sociologist of Education 

University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka 

14th – 18th Oct. 
2008 

Mr. O. A. 
Omotoso 

Geology & Mineral 
Science 

Nigeria Association of 
Hydro Geologists (NAH) 
3rd International 
Conference 

University of 
Ibadan Hotels  & 
Conference 

23rd – 28th Nov. 
2008 
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Marriage is a mystery – DVC 
Saturday December 27, 2008 would remain indelible in the memory of the families of Professor Kolade 
Luke Ayorinde and late Pa Moses Bamidele Oyebanji for a good reason. It was the day their respective 
daughter and son, Tomi and Tunde, exchanged marital vows before the congregation and audience at 
ECWA Chapel, Challenge, Ilorin, in a wedding programme officiated by Rev. E.O. Malomo, the host 
minister.                 
 
In his sermon, “Expectations in Marriage”, Rev. John Sunday enjoined the couple to live in love and 
faithfulness and should build their home to the glory of God. He said the institution of marriage is not for 
hardened hearts and the couple should dream and work for a home built on the solid rock of the Lord, 
stressing that their marriage is not a mistake and they should both, through love, mutual understanding 
and devotion make it work. 
  
The ECWA Choir of Olorunsogo thrilled the audience with a ‘special number’ after which the signing of 
marriage register was done. The elated audience, consisting of virtually all staff of the University of 
Ilorin, joined in dancing and singing. 
 
In his vote of thanks, the elated bride’s father and Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic), Prof. Ayorinde 
appreciated all who had come from far and near to share the joy with him and the two families. He 
described marriage as a mystery that only God fully understands. According to him, by giving a daughter 
out in marriage, his family becomes ‘minus one’ but he added that it is interesting, as he realised that the 
family, the process still makes him gain a son (-in-law). Prof. Ayorinde thanked the University of Ilorin 
community especially the Vice-Chancellor, who sent a powerful delegation led by the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Management Services), Prof. Albert Olayemi, to the occasion. 
 
At the wedding reception later in the evening at Mount Olive Anglican Church at Pipeline Road, Ilorin, 
the Chairman of the occasion, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, expressed his joy to witness the memorable occasion. 
He congratulated the couple and their parents on the wedding. He especially congratulated the bride’s 
mother, who he said by God’s grace, had fulfilled one of the major roles of a mother to a daughter. He 
prayed for long life filled with love and abundant marital blessings for the couple.  
 
The Registrar, Mrs. Olufolake Oyeyemi, who co-ordinated the cutting of the cake, advised the bride to be 
respectful and submissive while she urged the groom to be caring and patient as the head of the new 
family. 
 
The programme was attended by eminent members of the University of Ilorin community including the 
former Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Luke Edungbola, Deans, Directors, Heads of Departments as well 
as friends, families and relations of Prof. Ayorinde and late Pa Oyebanji.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Monday       NEWS     December 29, 2008
  

 
 

 

 

I DO: The couple, Tunde and 
Tomi at the reception THANK GOD: Prof. and Mrs. Ayorinde at 

the service I WAS THERE: above, Prof. and 
Dr. (Mrs) Oloyede; and below, 
Mrs Oyeyemi at the reception 
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Unilorin in the News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  For other reports on the University of Ilorin, see‘…reiterates dressing code’ and ‘FASA’s Humanist 

magazine out this year’ same as above) 
�  The Centre for Peace and Strategic Studies of the University of Ilorin has held its first distinguished 

personality lecture. 
 (‘Day Niger Governor held Ilorin academia spellbound’, The Herald, same as above, p.20) 
�  The town and gown have come together under the auspices of the Faculty of Education to deliberate 

on nagging developmental challenges facing the nation. 
 (‘Education stakeholders jaw-jaw at Unilorin’, The Herald, same as above, p. 21) 
�  The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin has disclosed that twenty students of the University of 

Ilorin were recently expelled for misconduct related to examination. 
(‘Unilorin expels 20 students over examination malpractices’, National Pilot, Monday 22-Wednesday 
24 December 2008, p. 20) 

�  Professor John Abiri has said that for the Seven Point Agenda of the Yar’adua administration to be 
actualised, relevant academic departments must be involved. 

 (‘Why 7 Point Agenda will not fail -Don’, National Pilot , same as above ) 
�  Governor Babangida Aliyu, after a lecture he delivered at the University of Ilorin, has addressed a 

number of issues affecting his state and the nation.  
(‘Why Nigeria bungled Chinese rail project’, Nigerian Tribune, Wednesday December 24, 2008, p. 
46) 

�  The Bursar of the University of Ilorin, Mr. Ayo Sijuwola, has defended before the House of 
Representatives Committee on Pension the loan obtained and paid back by the University to offset the 
pension arrears of the University of Ilorin pensioners. 
(‘ N8.5b varsity’s pension budget insufficient, say reps’ The Guardian, Wednesday, December 23, 
2008. back page) 

�  In a lecture delivered at the University of Ilorin, the Governor of Niger State, Dr. Mu’azu Babangida 
Aliyu, has said that national integration is dependent on according indigenes and non-indigenes alike 
equal privileges across Nigeria. 
( ‘Aliyu charts way forward to national integration’, The Nation, Thursday, December 25, 2008. p.18) 

�  The authorities of the University of Ilorin have expelled 14 students for offences bordering on 
examination misconduct. 
(’14 students expelled’, The Nation, same as above, p. 19. For other reports on the University of Ilorin 
like ‘Three lecturers appointed’ and ‘Postgraduate students organise dinner’, see ‘UNILORIN File’, 
same date and page.)  

�  The Department of French, University of Ilorin, under the headship of Prof. Tunde Ajiboye, has 
organised a Christmas carol conducted in French at the Faculty of Arts of the University. 
(‘Department organises Christmas carol in French’, The Nation, same as above, p. 20)  
                                                                                                                           (Contd. on page 9) 

Quote s of the Week  
A man may die, nations may rise and fall, 
but an idea lives on. 
                                  - John F. Kennedy 
 
 To do nothing is the way to be nothing 
                                        - Nathiel Howe 
 
A sound mind in a sound body…it is a 
short but full description of a happy state in 
this world                       - John Locke 

�   The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, 
Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, has challenged the newly 
admitted students to excel in their chosen fields. 
(‘Unilorin VC urges new students to excel’, The 
Herald , Monday December 22, 2008, p.18) 

�  Newly admitted students in the University of Ilorin 
have expressed their joy for the privilege of being 
a member of the elite university. 
(‘…As new students express joy at matriculation’, 
same as above) 

�  The University of Ilorin has been ranked the best 
Nigerian university for the year 2008 

 (‘Unilorin Best in Nigeria,’ same as above) 
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