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| can win world cup for Nigeria — Opoola
...says political office holders must have credit in Maths
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Professor of mathematics at the University of llorin, Timothy Oloyede Opoola, has described the
affinity between mathematics and football saying that based on the theory of pattern movement,
he could make Nigeria win the World Cup.

Prof. Opoola gave this disclosure last Thursday (November 10, 2011) at the University of Ilorin while
delivering his inaugural lecture, the 97" in the series, entitled, “Mathematics: Faith that Works”.

According to Prof. Opoola, there is also a symbiotic relationship between mathematics and faith as it
takes a faithful person to be a mathematician. His words: “If a person only believes in things that he or
she can see or feel then such a person cannot become a mathematician. Mathematics is an abstract
science but which has applications in all branches of science and spheres of life. For example, a woman
cooking sliced yam will check a slice after some time if it is cooked. If that slice is cooked, she will just
believe that the whole thing is done. She then applied faith and applied what we call in mathematics
method of interpolation and the principle of continuity...” (Contd. on page 2)

UNILORIN Radio begins 24-hour transmission

n a development that analysts have described as another first by the University of Ilorin, the radio

station of the University, UNILORN 89.3 FM, has begun a 24-hour transmission barely three weeks

after it was commissioned by the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces, Dr.
Goodluck Jonathan, represented by the Minister of Education, Prof. Ruggayatu Ahmed Rufa’i.

The 24-hour transmission began last Thursday (November 10,
2011) as the listening public was thrilled to a non-stop, round-
the-clock experience for the first time in Kwara State, if not in
the whole North Central zone.

Speaking to Unilorin Bulletin on the development, the Station
Manager, Mr. Abdulganiyu Durodola, noted that he felt
gratified to actualise the vision of the University management,
under the leadership of the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq
Oloyede, stressing that it was a good development.

(Contd. on page 4) R R .
The Minister unveiling Unilorin FM last month
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How to move maths forward in Nigeria - Don

(Contd. from front page)

Speaking further, Prof. Opoola, a former Dean of Science, University of llorin, stated that faith cannot
work without patience, a characteristic of mathematicians. “Mathematical problems can take hours and
sometimes days, months and years to solve. If one is not patient and believe that he will get the desired
result in some mathematical problems, the person may give up. Once one is taking the right steps
solving a mathematical problem even if what one is obtaining does not look like the result the person is
expecting to get, the person should just continue solving the problem and at last the expected result will
emerge because mathematics is faith that works,” he said.

After espousing the kernel of his work in the field of Complex Analysis and Univalent Functions, Prof.
Opoola likened the story of his work to the story Moses, whose rod turned into a snake swallowing up the
snakes of the magicians. “It can be seen from the selected research works highlighted in this lecture that

my results swallowed up many known results in the theory of univalent functions”, he declared.

L-R: Dean of Agric, Prof. Omotesho; DVC (RTI), Prof.
Fakunle; inaugural lecturer,Prof. Opoola; DVC (Acad),
Prof. Ayorinde, Registrar, Mrs. Oyeyemi, DVC (MS)

The M.Sc. graduand of Kharkov State University, Ukraine,
former USSR, listed the six goals of mathematics citing
Prof. Keith Delvin of Stanford University, and posited that
the development of mathematics in Nigeria is hampered by
a number of factors.

l These factors, he said, are associated with investors’

reluctance in investing in mathematical researches, the
problem of many industries in Nigeria not being research-
oriented, the challenge of graduates of mathematics,
having not chosen mathematics originally as their choice
course in the university, not returning to schools to teach
the subject, the problem of non-mathematics graduates
teaching the subject and the problem of mathematics that is

Prof. Opoola, who obtained his Ph.D. from the University of llorin, recommended that all political office
seekers should be made to have a minimum of credit in mathematics at SSE/GCE Ordinary Level. His
argument: “The ability to examine the many angles of a problem is important in finding better solutions.
With critical alertness, one who is adept at mathematics readily spots an error and exposes what is wrong,
especially if such a person chooses to practise what is right and good for the country and his fellow men.
When Plato was asked to recommend a course of study for political rulers, his conception was not a
curriculum in political science or public administration. He prescribed Mathematics, because according
to him, the habits of thought it developed would enable his rulers to have a conception of truth necessary
to the act of governing”.

The lecturer would also want scholarships to be instituted for talented secondary school students so that
they can study mathematics at the University level. He suggested further that Visual Mathematics should
be introduced in our primary and secondary mathematics curricula as what people see is retained longer
than what they hear.

While recommending that government should invest more in mathematics, being the language of Science
and Technology without which there can be no sustainable development, Prof. Opoola suggested that a
two-year programme, Mathematics for Industry, should be instituted in various universities. “The focus
should be on training people in solving industrial problems through mathematical means, developing
social and communicative skills and writing reports. The programme should be completed with an eight-
month project, which is executed within a professional industrial environment”, he explained.

Speaking at the end of the lecture, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-hag O. Oloyede, who was represented by
the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic), Prof. Kolade L. Ayorinde, commended the inaugural lecturer
saying that his lecture had almost succeeded in making everyone of the audience a mathematician. He also
appreciated the audience for turning out in a large number to attend the programme.
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Unilorin and the narrative of service

Observers who are conversant with the mission of the University of llorin know the prominent place that

community service occupies in the mandate of the University. But many more disciples were converted to the
message of sacrifice among the general public as people were influenced collectively and individually through
the re-orientation towards service and sacrifice at an incidental post-lecture interaction that turned out to be a
meeting of minds directed at motivating Nigerians against the monetisation of all that matter in life.

This national orientation took place at an occasion where memories were relived on how the study of medicine
came to be at the University of Ilorin after the convocation lecture of the University of Ilorin, as part of the 27"
convocation ceremonies, that took place on a memorable Friday, October 21, 2011.

As the convocation lecturer, Prof. John Hamilton, reminisced on his coming to the University of llorin in 1978,
the spirit of sacrifice, service and excellence that inspired the first generation staff members of the University
became palpable. On hand to relive the history were some of the history makers themselves. The first Vice-
Chancellor of the University, Prof. Oladipo Akinkugbe, recalled with nostalgia how he was picked from his
comfort zone and given a marching order to start a University from the scratch in Ilorin.

Prof. Akinkugbe, who described himself narrated how the host community was very much involved in the new
University and how he bargained with the then military government in Nigeria (which included the then Colonel
Olusegun Obasanjo and Colonel Ibrahim Taiwo of Kwara State) to have a medical school if he would be in-
volved in the idea of the new University.

Prof. Akinkugbe expressed his happiness with the current leadership of the University noting that if he were to
establish a University, he would appoint Prof. Is-haq Oloyede its Vice-Chancellor. He also added that if second
term is ever applicable, he would strongly wish that the Vice-Chancellor be given a second term.

In his own submission, Emeritus Professor Adeoye Adeniyi, a former Vice-Chancellor of the University as well,
also recalled that in those early days of the University of llorin, designing a unique community-driven medical
curriculum of the University was a big challenge before the team of local and expatriate experts were drawn to
fashion the curriculum out. Emeritus Professor Adeniyi said that it was out of commitment and sense of service
that the people who designed the medical curriculum succeeded in surmounting the challenge.

For the former Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Luke Edungbola, who was a young lecturer in those days similarly
recast part of his many fond memories. He recalled that the convocation lecturer, Prof. John Hamilton, was one
of the first people he shared the joy of his first article publication with. He also recalled that the first conference
on guinea worm in Nigeria was initiated at the University of Ilorin medical school and it was held at Kwara
Hotels in the 80s. Today, some thirty years after, guinea worm has been eradicated in Nigeria.

The convocation lecturer, Prof. John Hamilton on his own part told the audience of his close working and
personal relationship with the then Emir of llorin, Late Alhaji Sulu Gambari, to whom he later became a personal
physician and friend as they started the Community Based Experience and Services ( COBES) in four locations
in Kwara State while the former Vice-Chancellor of Al-Hikmah University, Prof. R. D. Abubakre, also
recollected the spirit of inter-disciplinary synergy in those days. Prof. Abubakre recalled that he was a part of the
Medical School of the University of llorin and despite the fact that he was in the Department of Arabic, he
represented the Vice-Chancellor at a particular occasion of the Medical School.

The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Oloyede, noted at the occasion that the University of Ilorin conceived by the
founding fathers was never meant to be a second class institution. He stressed that academics should not just re-
cede to the cocoons of their campus but be part of secondary and primary schools in their communities.

Fast Facts File
Did you know?
e Some 1,500 women die everyday in Nigeria from pregnancy-related complications.
e According to the Nigerian National Malaria Control Project, 821 children die daily as a result of malaria.
e Only 17.2 per cent of Nigerians have access to pipe borne water while 33 million people lack access to
adequate sanitation.
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Unilorin scores another first with 24-hour radio

(Contd. from front page)

Mr. Durodola emphasised the significance of radio in information dissemination and expressed the
determination of the radio station to educate, inform and entertain the University community across its
campuses and the immediate community. Speaking further, he thanked the Deputy Director of Corporate
Affairs, Dr. M. A. Adedimeji, for the commitment and support given the station in driving the take-off of
the round-the-clock transmission.

Mr. Durodola said further that apart from news and analysis, UNILORIN 89.3 FM will mainly serve the
purpose of educational broadcasting saying that already, programmes are being aired on the teaching lan-
guages such as Arabic, French and Hausa while other educative programmes would begin fully at the
commencement of the first quarter of 2012.

WAUG International conference: call for papers

s the University prepares to host the 13" West Africa University Games, the organisers of the
Games, through the WAUG Forum, have invited scholars, researchers, sports scientists and prac-
titioners to the WAUG International Conference themed “Sports, Culture and Science”.

The Conference holds between January 11 and 13, 2012 at the University of Ilorin Auditorium.

The sub-themes of the Conference are:
- Sports: A Blend of Culture and Science
- Sports as a Unifying Factor
- Cultural Influences on Sports
- Transforming Sports through Science
- Cultural and Scientific Influence on the Health of Athletes
- Sports Science and the Promotion of Health and Fitness

Authors of papers to be presented should send their abstracts, double-spaced, between 200 and 250 words
in any aspect of the conference sub-themes to Dr. O. O. Oyerinde (oyerinde.oo@unilorin;
oyerinde2011@yahoo.com); Dr. S. A. Onasanya (bisionasanya@unilorin.edu.ng;  bona-
sanya2003@yahoo.com) Dr. Femi Owolabi (olulabi47@yahoo.com), unilorinwaugforum@yahoo.com)
on or before December 9, 2011.

Authors should note that presentation shall be by power point. Full papers, which shall not be more than
12 pages, should be submitted electronically to the conference e-mail address unilorinwaugufo-
rum@yahoo.com. Each presenter should bring five hard copies to the conference. APA format should be
used for reference. Peer reviewed accepted papers will be published in the First Quarter of 2012. Edited
conference proceedings will also be produced.

Registration fees are as follows:

1. WAUG Members - N5,000.00/$50
2. Students N1,500.00/$10
3. Non-Members N7.,500.00/$60

4. Institutions/Organisation N10,000.00/$70

Ogunlela delivers 98" inaugural lecture

he 98" Inaugural Lecture of the University of Ilorin will hold this Thursday (November 17, 2011) at
the Science Lecture Theatre of the University beginning from 5:00 p.m. prompt.

The lecturer is Prof. Ayodele Olanrewaju Ogunlela of the Department of Agricultural and Biosystems
Engineering and the topic of his lecture is “Towards God’s Own Watershed”.
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Unilorin: Leading the Way Better by Far

he Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Is-haq Oloyede, at different fora has always emphasised that the

University would leave no stone unturned in its commitment to build a world class institution with

the best global practices. Close followers of the progress being made by the University of llorin
would agree that the statement is not mere sophistry but an expression of a sincere commitment to and
passion for the educational development in the country.

For those who attended the recently concluded 27" Convocation ceremony of the University, the totality
of the experience was that the University of llorin is the quintessence of academic culture. The experience
also indicated with leadership, Nigeria can achieve greatness. The University is noted for timeliness,
cleanliness and promptness.

In other words, the culture of timeliness, which seems to have eroded the country, has been revived at the
University. Meetings are started on time, the academic calendar is observed, staff resume work early and
the culture of “African time” is completely discarded.

Anyone who visited the University shortly after the Convocation would find it hard to believe how the
University did it. The environment was so clean that one could not imagine that the University had just
hosted thousands of people. There was no magic about this, the Environmental Sub-Committee put in
place simply went about its work with commitment, a pointer to the fact that the country can achieve a
more friendly and cleaner environment.

It is high time the country believed in its own as demonstrated by the University. The Vice-Chancellor is
a firm believer in the fact that this country can achieve greatness. Speaking recently he said, “We can
equal and even surpass the developed countries of the world if we are committed to pursue excellence”.
To some, this may sound as a tall dream but recent events have confirmed that all we need to do is to be
committed to the pursuit of excellence.

The success story of the University would readily fill several pages but what the University considers
success is to be a change agent in transforming the society. The philosophy of the University is to teach,
research and serve the community and the University would not rest, from all indications, until these
cardinal aims are achieved.

Any close observer of the University would easily recall that the Vice-Chancellor is always quick to
attribute the accomplishments of the University to two factors: the solid foundations laid by its foundation
fathers and team work. The University has certainly belied the impression that government employees in
the country are lazy and uncommitted. On the contrary, the University can boast of a workforce that any
organisation anywhere in the world be proud to have. This gene of commitment can be transferred to the
larger civil service and public with more town and gown relationship as the University leads the way in
making generations of Nigerian better by far.

It is on record that the University pioneered the Computer Based Test (CBT) among tertiary institutions
in the country. It is also a foremost institution to reckon with in terms of academic standard which can be
verified from the ranking bodies online and from the performance of the University graduands offline.

As a new academic calendar starts, the University is poised to press on in its belief in the total man as it
continues to lead the way for other tertiary institutions in the country. As the days go by, Unilorin will
continue to prove that things can work in this country and that the University is indeed better by far.

WAUG leaders hold pre-Games meeting

he University of llorin is hosting the Executive Committee of West Africa University Games this
week preparatory to the commencement of the 13" WAUG in the University come January 11,
2011. The Committee comprises sports technocrats and specialists across West African countries.

The opening of the meeting will hold tomorrow (Tuesday November 15, 2011) in the University Auditorium
after which the Committee will meet various sub-committees of the Local Organising Committee. The
Committee will also assess the current sports infrastructure in the University, including the eight-lane Tartan
track, the synthetic indoor sports floor and the pavilion under construction as part of its visit.
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UNILORIN WEEKLY FINANCIAL DIGEST

SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD 4™ - 10™ NOVEMBER, 2011

RECEIPTS

Staff 1.D. Card

Computer Print out (Cooperative)
Academic Transcript

Student I.D.

Students Charges: Undergraduate
Students Charges: Postgraduate
Total Receipts for the Period

PAYMENTS

2,400.00
3,000.00
25,000.00
1,800.00
90,468,850.00
27,750,000.00
118,251,050.00

Payment to Contractors/Consultants/ Suppliers:

Jadey International Ltd — Rehabilitation of GRA Qtr 3
Tazume P.F. Construction of Drainage (final payment)
ABIS Concept Nig Ltd — Conversion of former PG School
Arnal International Ltd — Servicing of Generator

1,209,899.67

86,132.86

3,567,553.76
89,250.00

Propoint Nigeria Ltd — Construction of Tartan track/ sport field 77,217,974.51

IQRA Books — Supply & Installation of world map globe
O.T. Ola Egbon Ltd. — Supply of Office Furniture

905,310.00
225,400.00

Abdulfattah Adebayo Hassan — Consultancy service on building at Abuja 2,075,000.00 85,376,520.80

Donations

Burial Expenses

Honorarium to external observer
Take-off grant for DVC (RTI) Office
Purchase Advance

Touring Advance

PHCN Bills

Payment for Newspapers

Hotel Expenses

Payment for Diesel

Various (e.g. Refund, Imprest, etc.)
Total Expenditures for the Period

Signed
Ayo Sijuwola
Bursar

260,000.00
200,000.00
80,000.00
500,000.00
6,340,112.00
471,666.00
1,921,363.92
314,620.00
267,227.60
808,500.00
4,031,558.00
100,571,568,32

Directorate moves to corporate office

Protocol) relocates this week to its corporate office on the second floor of the Communication and

The Directorate of Corporate Affairs, University of llorin (formerly Directorate of Information and

Information Sciences Building below the Unilorin 89.3 FM station.

Members of the University Community and the entire public can easily access the Directorate through the
Radio Gate at the right side of the building.

LAUGH LINES

A young mother paying a visit to a doctor friend and his wife made no attempt to restrain his five-year-old
son, who was ransacking an adjoining room. But finally, an extra loud clatter of bottles did prompt her to
say, “I hope, doctor, you don’t mind Johnny being in there.”

“No,” said the doctor calmly, “He’ll be quiet when he gets to the poisons.”
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Happy Birthday To you!

S/No. | Name Department/Unit Date of Birth

1. Adetutu, Joseph A. Security 13th November
2. Muhmoud, Abdulraheem O. Ophthalmology 15th November
3. Aremu, ldowu O. Security 15th November
4, Olarewaju, Rhoda M. Geography and Environmental Management | 16th November
5. Yusuf, Rafiu O. Chemical Engineering 18th November

Are you a staff member of the University? Do you also want Unilorin Bulletin to wish you a happy birth-
day? If yes, please send your details as shown above (surname, first name and initial of middle name with
your Department/ Office and date of birth) to us a week before the expected date of publication. All re-
quests are subject to space availability and are treated on a first-come first-served basis. You are entitled
to a hard copy of the edition in which your name is published. Happy birthday to you!

Unilorin in the News
(Contd. from back page)

» The Vice-Chancellor of the University of llorin, Prof. Is-haq O. Oloyede, the Kwara State Governor, Alhaji
Abdulfatah Ahmed, and other dignitaries have appeared in a group photograph that was taken during the turn-
ing of the sod of the University of Ilorin Sugar Research Institute during the 27™ convocation ceremonies.
(‘People & Events’, Nigerian Tribune, same date, p.46).

» The Faculty of Communication and Information Sciences (CIS) of the University of llorin has relocated to a
newly commissioned building complex that houses the University Radio Station, UNILORIN 89.3FM.

(“CIS Faculty moves to new building’, Nigerian Tribune, Thursday, November 10, 2011, p.31).

» Mr. Hameed Jimoh, a student at the Department of Zoology of the University of Ilorin and presenter on
UNILORIN FM has expressed his passion for comedy.

(‘Nigerians don’t laugh easily’, The Nation, Thursday, November 10, 2011, p.30).

» Mr. Micheal Adebayo, a 200 level student of Computer Science at the University of Ilorin, has written on the
pros and cons of e-learning as being operated in Nigerian tertiary education institutions.
(‘Gains and pains of e-learning’, The Nation, same date, p.34).

» A graduate of English Department, University of llorin, Tunmise Oladipo, has advised the three arms of
government in Nigeria to inject adequate funds into the education sector.
(“Tackling mass failure in public exams’, The Nation, same date, p.35)

» The President of the Educational Management Students Association, University of llorin Chapter, Mr.  Ola-
wale Oladeji, has congratulated the new members of the Association and urged them to make a good use of the
opportunity they have.

(‘Orientation for management students’, The Nation, same as above).

> A tribute has been published on a former external examiner to the University of Ilorin, Prof. Adeniyi Adara-
legbe. (“Life and times of Professor Adeniyi Adaralegbe’, The Guardian, Friday, November 11, 2011, p. 49)

> A student of the University of Ilorin who has emerged as one of the winners of the 10" Nigerian Stock Ex-
change annual competition will be awarded his prize on Monday, November 14, 2011, at the Muson Center,
Onikan, Lagos.

(“The Nigerian stock exchange award’, This Day, Friday, November 11, 2011, p.4.)

» The Head of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering, University of llorin, Prof. Ayo Ogunlela, has said that
the failure of the government to put in place a pragmatic policy on power is the reason why successive leader-
ships in the power sector are undertaking quick projects as emergency measures to increase power generation.
(“How wrong policy affects power sector’
http://www.thenationonlineng.net/2011/index.php/business/energy/25514-%E2%80%98how-wrong-policy-
affects-power-sector%E2%80%99.html)

» Prof. Timothy O. Opoola has canvassed a minimum of a credit pass in mathematics for political office hold-
ers in Nigeria when delivering his inaugural lecture, “Mathematics: Faith that Works™” at the University of
lorin. (‘NTA llorin news@ 7:00p.m, Friday, November 11, 2011.

» While delivering his inaugural lecture at the University of Ilorin, Prof. Timothy O. Opoola of the Department
of Mathematics has identified the factors responsible for the development of mathematics in Nigeria just as he
has suggested ways out of the challenges.

(Harmony FM Idofian news @ 12 noon Friday, November 11, 2011 and 10:00a.m. Saturday, November 12,
2011)
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Unilorin in the News

The road leading to the University of llorin Teaching
Hospital has been earmarked as one of the infrastruc-
ture to be rehabilitated before December 2012 by the
Kwara State Government.

(*Kwara earmarks N17b for roads, health, others’, The
Nation, Tuesday November 8, 2011, p.42).

A commentator, Mr. John Ndubuisi, has exercised his
freedom of expression while commenting on the post-
Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME)
in which he quoted the Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Ilorin and Chairman of the Association of Vice-
chancellors of Nigerian Universities (AVCNU), Prof.
Is-haq Oloyede.

(“VC’s defence of post-UTME test’, Nigerian Tribune,

Quotes of the Week

Contradiction is not a sign of falsity, nor the lack
of contradiction a sign of truth. - Blaise Pascal

Human beings must be known to be loved, divine
beings must be loved to be known.- Blaise Pascal

| am more and more convinced that our happi-
ness or unhappiness depends more on the way we
meet the events of life than on the nature of those
events themselves. - Alexander Humboldt

Never take the advice of someone who has not
had your kind of trouble. - Sydney Harris

Never try to tell everything that you know. It

Tuesday, November 8, 2011, p.18, see also, ‘Between
JAMB and Vice-Chancellors’, The Punch , Friday,
November 11, 2011, p.18.)

» The Chief Medical Director of the University of llorin Teaching Hospital, Prof. Abdulwaheed Olatinwo,
has granted an interview to a newspaper in which he called for functional primary and secondary health
care services in Nigeria.

(‘Teaching Hospitals are over burdened — CMD’, The Punch, Wednesday November 9, 2011, p.16).

» The University of llorin Students” Union has charged the University Transport Committee to revert the
current transport fares to the old transport fares.

(“Students Union, transport committee disagree over fare’, Nigerian Compass, Wednesday, November 9,
2011, p.16).

» A former President of the National Association of Science Students (NASS), University of Ilorin, Wasiu
Olalekan Afolabi, has described the products of the University as the best based on the academic standard
maintained by the University.

(‘Combining campus politics with academics not easy, says student’, Nigerian Compass, same date,
p.17)

» The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ilorin, Prof. I1s-hag O. Oloyede, has expressed the readiness of
the University to establish an Institute of Nursing as a means of promoting the standard of Nursing Edu-
cation in Nigeria while receiving members of the Executive Committee of the National Association of
Nigerian Nurses and Midwives, Kwara State Branch, in his office recently.

(“Unilorin to establish Institute of Nursing’, same as above).

> The University of Ilorin has published a paid advert on the 97" Inaugural Lecture of the University of
llorin on “Mathematics: Faith that Works” to be delivered by Prof. Timothy Oloyede Opoola of the
Department of Mathematics.

(‘University of llorin, llorin’, Leadership’, Wednesday, November 9, 2011, p.45; The Guardian, same
date, and The Nation, Thursday, November 10, 2011,p.23)

» While holding their congress, the leadership of the students of Mass Communication, University of Ilorin,
has expressed its agenda for the session while some students have also complained about issues that affect
them in the Department.

(‘Mass Comm Department holds congress’, Nigerian Tribune, Thursday, November 10, 2011,p.31)

» The Nigerian Association of Agriculture Students (NAAS), University of Ilorin Chapter, has praised their
President, Mr. Babatunde Opeyemi Yusuf, for a job well done.

(“NASS Executives commends President’, same as above).
(Contd. on page 7)

may take too short a time. - Norman Ford
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